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Kelly M. Mills, M.D.

Ramsey County Medical Examiners.Office
300 East Univeisity Avenu¢

St Panl, MN 55161

Dear Dr. Mills:

Tam writing regardinig a potential organ donor that you and ﬂleBanonCountycoronerg R
‘ nied. As you know, the family was very interested in organ donation and gave ffisir _

T~gonsent after the patient was declared brain dead on 5/28/05. Ths referral of this patient wis

made to the UWHC Organ Procutement Organization appopriately and-according to Federal
CMS guidelines. Our organ procurement coordinator worked with the family, physicians, and
nursing staff as well as with the coroner;” . s Wewere given every indication during
- the day that donation was most likely possible sincs this was-an isolated guashot wound to
- the head. However, attempts to speak with-you directly were met with resistanice from the
coroner who stated several times that he did not wish'to Jjeopatdize his county’sarrangement
with you and your office. T ' - '

Late in the evening of May 28-and in the early morning of May 29, we were told that you and
the coroner-declined donation. I then attempted o call your office at approximately 1:00 AM
and spoke with the dispatcher. 1 explained that T wanted todiscuss the cise with you directly:
She stated she would relay the message'to you and that you might call me back. T waited for
approximately 45 minutes and called again and relayed the satne infortation. Again I waited
andreceived rio'call back. It was apparent that You Were ot interested in discussing this case
and chose to hide behind your authority as a medical examiner to deny donation. Although
you have the legal authority to deny organ donation, you are first 4 physician with moral =
responsibilities to care for patients and families and to ease their suffering. Quite frankly, you
should be ashamed of your conduct as'a professional and s a physician, Youmay not owe
me -4 conversation in the middle-of the night, but yoir owe oiie to the family of this patient and
you'owe one to the potential recipients who through your actions were denied life-saving
fransplants. '

Although you may not have directly caused the deaths of specific potential transplant
patients, your actions have indirectly contributed to the suffering and deaths of patients who
must wait longer for a life-saving trausplant. What is equally egregious is that you denied this
family any comfort that could be derived from this tragic situation. Tt is well known that
donor families find that donation is a source of solacé and great comfort in these situations.
Likewise, it is well known that organ donation can oecur in nearly all coroner/ME casés when
Organ Procurement Organizations, Coroner/Medical Examiners, and District Attomeys work
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Sincerely,
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