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Appointment of Members to Special Committees 

Co-Chairs Risser and Wieckert recommend appointment of the following legislator and public members 
to the special committees as set forth below.  Please note that the committee chairs and vice-chairs were 
previously approved. 

1.  Special Committee on Building Wisconsin's Workforce 
LEGISLATOR MEMBERS (6) 

 
Sen. Robert Wirch, Vice-Chair 
Sen. Alberta Darling 
Sen. Robert Jauch 

Rep. Pat Strachota, Chair 
Rep. Gordon Hintz 
Rep. Mark Honadel 

PUBLIC MEMBERS (9) 

Forrest Ceel, Menomonee Falls 
President 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 

Jim Golembeski, Green Bay 
Executive Director 
Bay Area Workforce Development Board 

John Keckhaver, Madison 
Research Analyst 
Wisconsin Council on Children and Families 

Mark Kessenich, Milwaukee 
Director of Planning and Development 
Milwaukee Workforce Investment Board 

Steve Mercaitis, Prairie du Chien 
Development and Marketing Director 
Lori Knapp, Inc. Companies 

Peter Thillman, Cleveland 
Director of Workforce Solutions 
Lakeshore Technical College 

Carol Wagenson, LaCrosse 
Workforce Development Manager 
Workforce Connections, Inc. 

Judy Warmuth, Madison 
Vice President 
Wisconsin Hospital Association, Inc. 

Karen Wilken, Waukesha 
Program Director 
Kern Family Foundation 
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2.  Special Committee on Differences in Laws Applicable to Cities and Villages 

LEGISLATOR MEMBERS (4) 
 

Sen. Jeff Plale, Vice-Chair 
 
 

Rep. Mark Gottlieb, Chair 
Rep. Joan Ballweg 
Rep. Suzanne Jeskewitz 

PUBLIC MEMBERS (7) 

Patrick Cannon, Sun Prairie 
City Administrator 

Mike May, Madison 
City Attorney 

Jerry Menne, Ashwaubenon 
Village President 

Mike Morse, Menomonee Falls 
Village Attorney 

Christine Nuernberg, Mequon 
Mayor 

Kim Wilde, Waunakee 
Village Administrator 

Curt Witynski, Madison 
Assistant Director 
League of Wisconsin Municipalities 
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3.  Special Committee on Domestic Biofuels 

LEGISLATOR MEMBERS (6) 
 

Sen. Pat Kreitlow, Chair 
Sen. Robert Cowles 
Sen. Robert Jauch 

Rep. Scott Suder, Vice-Chair 
Rep. Donald Friske 
Rep. Mike Sheridan 

PUBLIC MEMBERS (13) 

Mary Blanchard, Madison 
Director, Marketing 
Virent Energy Systems Inc. 

Howard Bohl, Beaver Dam 
Dairy farmer and Chairperson 
United Coop Board of Directors 

Steve Christianson, Boyceville 
General Manager 
Western Wisconsin Energy 

T. Randall Fortenberry, Madison 
Professor, Department of Agricultural 
   and Applied Economics 
UW-Madison 

Jennifer Giegerich, Madison 
Capitol Liaison 
Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters 

Jeremy Goodfellow, DeForest 
Business Unit Leader for Energy 
Sanimax 

Steve Graham, DePere 
Vice President of Linehaul Services Purchasing 
Schneider National, Inc. 

Don Guay, Stevens Point 
Assistant Professor, Department of 
   Paper Science and Engineering 
UW-Stevens Point 

William Johnson, Hayward 
Flambeau River Papers Bio Refinery 
    (Park Falls) 
Johnson Timber Corp. (Hayward) 

Steve Loehr, La Crosse 
Vice President of Operations 
Kwik Trip, Inc. 

John Salden, Chippewa Falls 
Owner 
DJ’s Mart & Fuel Services, LLC 

Peter Taglia, Madison 
Staff Scientist 
Clean Wisconsin 

Peter Tomasi, Milwaukee 
Environmental Law Practice 
Quarles & Brady 
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4.  Special Committee on Emergency Management 
and Continuity of Government 

LEGISLATOR MEMBERS (4) 
 

Sen. Robert Jauch, Chair 
 

Rep. Joan Ballweg, Vice-Chair 
Rep. Samantha Kerkman 
Rep. Marlin Schneider 
 

PUBLIC MEMBERS (7) 

Dan Alexander, Milwaukee 
Emergency Government Coordinator 
City of Milwaukee 

Dr. Azita Hamedani, Madison 
Emergency Physician 
UW Hospital and Clinics 

Ken Hartje, Nekoosa 
Fire Chief 

Keith Kessler, Superior 
Coordinator 
Douglas County Emergency Management 

Robert Ritger, Onalaska 
Region 4 Coordinator and Statewide 
    Operations Officer 
WI Assistant Secretary for Preparedness 
    and Response (ASPR) Hospital 
    Preparedness Program 

Johnnie Smith, Madison 
Administrator 
WI Division of Emergency Management 

Gary Dalton, Wauwatosa 
Government Liaison Officer 
American Red Cross--Badger Chapter 
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5.  Special Committee on Enhancing Recreational 
Trails for Non-Motorized Use 

LEGISLATOR MEMBERS (4) 
 

Sen. Jim Sullivan, Chair Rep. Jim Ott, Vice-Chair 
Rep. Spencer Black 
Rep. Dean Kaufert 

PUBLIC MEMBERS (8) 

Mike Carlson, Madison 
Policy and Program Coordinator 
Gathering Waters Conservancy 

Charlie Dee, Milwaukee 
Instructor 
Milwaukee Area Technical College 

Chris Fortune, Madison 
President 
Saris Cycling Group 

Jack Hirt, Milwakee 
Director 
Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin 

Mary Motiff, Washburn 
Director of Tourism and Recreation 
Bayfield County 

Joel Patenaude, Waupaca 
Editor 
Silent Sports Magazine 

David Phillips, Madison 
Chair 
Governor’s State Trails Council 

Harry Wozniak, West Allis 
Owner 
Wheel and Sprocket
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6.  Special Committee on High-Risk Juvenile Offenders 

LEGISLATOR MEMBERS (4) 
 

Sen. Tim Carpenter, Chair Rep. Rich Zipperer, Vice-Chair 
Rep. Tamara Grigsby 
Rep. Roger Roth 

PUBLIC MEMBERS (9) 

Walter Dickey, Madison 
Professor 
UW-Madison School of Law 

Barbara Franks, Waunakee 
Assistant District Attorney 
Dane County 

Craig Hasting, Milwaukee 
Retired Officer 
Milwaukee Police Department 

Wendy Henderson, Madison 
Policy Analyst 
Wisconsin Council on Children and Families 

Devon Lee, Madison 
Staff Attorney 
Wisconsin Public Defender’s Office 

Michael Malmstadt, Greendale 
Retired Judge 
Milwaukee County Circuit Court 

Mark Mertens, Appleton 
Mgr., Div. of Youth & Family Servs. 
Outagamie County Health & Human 
   Servs. Dept. 

Mike Moore, Madison 
President 
WI Education Association Council 

Brad Schimel, Waukesha 
District Attorney 
Waukesha County 
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7.  Special Committee on Performance-Based Disease 
Management Programs for Large Populations 

LEGISLATOR MEMBERS (4) 
 

Sen. Julie Lassa, Vice-Chair 
 
 

Rep. Steve Wieckert, Chair 
Rep. Chuck Benedict 
Rep. Jake Hines 

PUBLIC MEMBERS (8) 

Dr. Alexandra Adams, Madison 
Assistant Professor of Family Medicine 
UW School of Medicine and Public Health 

Cinthia Christensen, Oconomowoc 
Exec. Vice President & Chief Operating Officer 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 

Mikki Duran, Appleton 
Program Leader 
Appleton Area School District 

Marilyn Follen, Hewitt 
Administrator 
Marshfield Clinic 

Jo Musser, Madison 
Senior Vice President 
WPS Insurance 

Dr. Susan Nitzke, Madison 
Professor 
UW-Extension and UW-Madison 
    Nutritional Sciences 

Dr. Kenneth Schellhase, Waukesha 
Associate Professor 
Medical College of Wisconsin 

Dr. Deborah Wubben, Madison 
Endocrinologist 
UW Medicine 
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8.  Special Committee on Regional Transportation Authority 

LEGISLATOR MEMBERS (6) 
 

Sen. Judy Robson, Vice-Chair 
Sen. John Lehman 

Rep. Alvin Ott, Chair 
Rep. Jeff Stone 
Rep. Barbara Toles 
Rep. Robin Vos 

PUBLIC MEMBERS (16) 

Larry Arft, Beloit 
City Manager 
City of Beloit 

Len Bandrup, Kenosha 
Director of Transportation 
City of Kenosha 

Gary Becker, Racine 
Mayor 
City of Racine 

Gerald Derr, Columbus 
Chairperson 
Town of Bristol 

Brett Geboy, Eau Claire 
Affairs Director 
Eau Claire Area Chamber of Commerce 

Dick Granchalek, La Crosse 
President 
La Crosse Area Chamber of Commerce 

Anita Gulotta-Connelly, Milwaukee 
Managing Director 
Milwaukee County Transit System 

Tim Hanna, Appleton 
Mayor 
City of Appleton 

Richard Johnson, Janesville 
Retired, Wisconsin School for the 
   Visually Handicapped 

Chuck Kamp, Madison 
General Manager 
Madison Metro Transit 

Scott McDonell, Madison 
Chairperson 
Dane County Board of Supervisors 

Delora Newton, Madison 
Executive Vice President 
Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce 

Brian Ohm, Madison 
Professor 
UW-Madison 

Fritz Ruf, Pewaukee 
District 11 
Waukesha County Board of Supervisors 

Dick Wagner, Madison 
Former Chairperson 
Dane County Board of Supervisors 

Tom Walker, Madison 
Director of Governmental Affairs 
WI Transportation Builders Association 
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9.  Special Committee on School Safety 

LEGISLATOR MEMBERS (4) 
 

Sen. John Lehman, Chair 
Sen. Luther Olsen 

Rep. Don Pridemore, Vice-Chair 
Rep. Sondy Pope-Roberts 

PUBLIC MEMBERS (10) 

Rick Anderson, Wautoma 
Board Member 
Wautoma Area School District 

Vincent Flores, Milwaukee 
Director of School Safety 
Milwaukee Public Schools 

Betsy Georg, Franksville 
Teacher/Counselor 
Racine Unified School District 

Tom Grogan, Oshkosh 
Administrator 
UW-Oshkosh 

Terry Milfred, Rio 
Retired Superintendent 
Weston School District 

Gary Myrah, Port Washington 
Director of Special Education 
Port Washington-Saukville School Dist. 

Robert Rosch, Hartland 
Board Member 
Arrowhead School Board 

Luke Valitchka, Green Bay 
Principal 
Green Bay West High School 

Laura Vernon, Milwaukee 
School Safety Assistant 
Roosevelt Middle School of the Arts 
Milwaukee Public Schools 

Luis Yudice, Madison 
Director of Security 
Madison Public Schools 
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10.  Special Committee on Strengthening Wisconsin Families 

LEGISLATOR MEMBERS (5) 
 

Sen. Lena Taylor, Co-Chair 
Sen. Dale Schultz 

Rep. Steve Kestell, Co-Chair 
Rep. Sheryl Albers 
Rep. Tamara Grigsby 

PUBLIC MEMBERS (9) 

Jon Angeli, Lancaster 
Retired Director 
Grant County Department of Social Services 

John Burgess, La Crosse 
President/Chief Executive Officer 
Family and Children’s Center 

Gary Erdmann, Dousman 
Executive Director 
Lad Lake, Inc. 

Debra Fields, Milwaukee 
Group Facilitator 
Sojourner Truth House, Inc. 

Undraye Howard, Waukesha 
Director, Youth Work Learning Center 
UW-Milw. School of Continuing Education 

Terrence Ray, Milwaukee 
Director 
Milwaukee Fatherhood Initiative 

Lucille Rosenberg, Milwaukee 
Retired Pediatrician & Child Psychiatrist 
UW-Medical School 

Mary Jo Tittl, Plymouth 
Executive Director 
The Family Resource Centers of 
    Sheboygan County 

Jack Westman, Madison 
President 
Wisconsin Cares, Inc. 
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