TO:  	Senate Republicans
RE:	DNR Budget Talking Points
Stewardship Changes:
· At our four public hearings across the state, a consistent message we heard loud and clear was a need to preserve the Warren Knowles-Gaylord Nelson Stewardship Program
· Today, we are investing more than $33 million in the program
· We are leveraging dollars to invest in our local communities
· Local assistance grants will be protected to ensure that these communities can develop recreational opportunities for their residents
· Public-private partnerships will be protected as well
· This proposal strikes the balance by protecting taxpayer dollars and making a wise investment in recreational opportunities 
· Thanks to Rep. Amy Loudenbeck for her hard work and leadership on this package
Science Services 
· We are not getting rid of science and research in the Department of Natural Resources 
· It is our understanding that he DNR has over 700 scientists within the department
· These 700 people work on everything from wildlife and fisheries to water quality and permit issuance
· We know that the DNR will continue to make decisions based on science—science has been and will remain a part of their decisions
· We understand the importance of independent science--nothing in this motion impacts that independence
· What we are asking the DNR to do is prioritize the research that is done both within the agency and with external partners
· We are asking them to focus on applied science to help answer important management decisions that impact our state’s resources and stakeholders
· We would anticipate that the DNR will make sound decisions on prioritizing the types of research that are done to ensure that hunters, anglers, recreationalists, and all of our citizens benefit from their studies
· We will continue to hold the DNR accountable for the decisions they make
Funding for Science Services
· The funding that comes from the Conservation Account and the Pittman Robertson dollars can now be used by the agency to fill other priorities and critical needs  and positions such as:
· Habitat Management
· Staffing the County Deer Advisory Councils
· Expanding the Deer Management Assistance Program
· As well as contracting for research that cannot be done within the Department
· Pittman Robertson Dollars = hunting, trapping, and fishing license dollars –that should be prioritized on applied research that more directly impacts them.
