You may know that milk is Wisconsin's state beverage, polka is our State Dance, and the trilobite is our state fossil. But did you know that the American Water Spaniel is Wisconsin's state dog?
 
The American water spaniel was named Wisconsin's official state dog during the 1985-1986 Legislative Session. The American water spaniel is said to be one of only five dog breeds indigenous to the United States and the only one native to Wisconsin. 
 
A New London area physician, Dr. Fred J. Pfeifer, is generally credited with developing and standardizing the breed and working to secure United Kennel Club registration for it in 1920. American Kennel Club recognition followed in 1940. 
 
The American water spaniel was developed as a practical, versatile hunting dog that combined certain physical attributes with intelligence and a good disposition. This medium-sized dog has a unique coat that is usual brown in color and slightly wavy or curly in texture. The American water spaniel is described as an unadorned, utilitarian dog that earns its keep as an outstanding hunter, watchdog, and family pet.
 
Click here for more information about the American Water Spaniel courtesy of the American Kennel Club.
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