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Economic Justice
Creating a vibrant local economy is a critical issue for Lena, who lives in the same neighborhood she grew up in. Despite Milwaukee being the home to more fortune 500 companies than any other city in Wisconsin, Under Governor Scott Walker's "leadership," Milwaukee's economy lags the rest of Wisconsin. A high incarceration rate, low educational outcomes, a lack of job training and economic development all contribute to a tragic cycle of poverty. That is why Lena fights so hard for public education, job training funding and economic incentives to grow jobs in Milwaukee. 
Recently, Lena fought for passage of the Milwaukee Bucks arena financing law. She is also the lead author of the "Ban the Box" bill, which would prevent employers from refusing to interview job applicants due to a felony record. Additionally, under Governor Walker's watch, the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation, which has lost track of millions of dollars in economic development funds, failed to help create the 250,000 jobs Walker originally promised. That's why Lena applauded Republicans for firing Governor Walker from the WEDC Board of Directors. 

Educational Equality
Ensuring our kids have the proper foundation to achieve the American Dream is by far one of the most important issues for Lena. In light of the fact that 85 percent of our Milwaukee school kids read below grade level and 70 percent of their parents are functionally illiterate, Lena is a strong advocate for funding our public education system. Lena believes that not only do we have a constitutional responsibility to provide every kid in Wisconsin an equal public education, but a moral one as well. During her tenure in the Legislature, no Democrat has as much experience fighting for public education funding as a member of the Joint Committee on Finance as Lena. For her efforts, she's received multiple awards for her advocacy for public education, including awards from from the Milwaukee Teachers Education Association, the Milwaukee Public School System and the National Education Association. 

Justice Reform
Lena became an attorney and public servant in large part because of her frustration with our nation’s justice system. The disparate treatment of African-Americans, who often find they are dealing with weighted scales of justice, remains a driving force in her commitment to social change. 


Lena took on the difficult issue of officer-involved deaths, ultimately serving as the lead Senate author of Wisconsin's first in the nation law that requires an independent investigation in the instance of an officer-involved death. Law enforcement officers are the front line of our justice system. Their heroic actions often help ensure our community is kept safe. However, that kind of power requires trust and oversight. This law will instill greater trust within the community to ensure that officers are acting within the level of the law and the scope of their responsibilities to protect and serve.
Lena served as the first African-American to chair the powerful Senate Judiciary Committee expanding the committee’s work on criminal justice reforms and implemented the first ever “State of Justice” tour with the committee across Wisconsin. A significant portion of Lena’s legislative agenda is focused on justice reinvestment to ensure that the Department of Corrections serves our community by assisting to rehabilitate offenders rather than perpetuating the cycle of poverty and incarceration currently plaguing our neighborhoods. 
Curbing Gun Violence
Milwaukee is the home of too much gun violence. While Lena supports the federal right to bear arms, she also supports background checks and waiting periods for gun ownership to ensure guns don't get into the hands of those who shouldn't have them. That’s why Lena fought against Wisconsin's repeal of our 48-hour cooling off period for certain gun purchases.
Lena believes eliminating background checks for all types of firearms and ignoring the public safety and the mental health needs of our state is downright irresponsible. Polling shows that even nearly three questers (74%) of NRA members support requiring background checks for all gun sales. And at a time when a lagging economy and stagnant wages in our state increase the stress which leads to mental health issues, we should be protecting the people of Wisconsin, rather than eliminating common sense policies that could reduce tragic incidents of suicide and domestic violence.

Investing in Higher Education
[bookmark: _GoBack]As the only Milwaukee member of the state budget committee, Lena fought against Governor Scott Walker's record $250 million cut to the University of Wisconsin System. A UW-Milwaukee graduate, Lena fought hard for funding of our local public university. Of UW-Milwaukee's graduates, over 70 percent stay in our community to live and work, just like Lena. That's why a successful UW System is so important to our local workforce, including in key industries such as aquatics, health care, urban agriculture and urban forestry just to name a few. 

Voter Rights

The fight for electoral equality didn't end in the 1960's. In Lena, you can count on a fierce advocate to ensure every Wisconsinite has equal access to the ballot box. That's why Lena fought so hard against efforts to keep people of color, senior citizens and college students from impacting our elections. Not only did Lena fight against Wisconsin's photo ID for voting law, she also fought against reductions in early voting and campaign finance reforms that put far too much electoral power in the hands of corporations and the wealthiest donors.
