WELCOME:

Welcome to the first edition of my e-newsletter! Nerison's News is written to keep constituents of the 96th Assembly District informed about the decisions and events in the Capitol that affect them.  I also look forward to sharing information with you about what’s happening here in southwestern Wisconsin.  In case you are wondering, you are receiving this email because you have contacted me in the past about an issue of importance to you.  I hope you find this e-newsletter to be informative, but should you not wish to receive Nerison’s News, click here.  
If you have friends or neighbors who would like to receive Nerison's News, please have them send an email to Rep.Nerison@legis.wisconsin.gov.  

OFFICE HOURS:
As your state representative, one of my most important responsibilities is to hear your ideas and concerns so that I can best represent you in the State Assembly.  You can always feel free to email me at Rep.Nerison@legis.wisconsin.gov, or call my office in Madison toll-free at 1(888) 534-0096.  Every month, I hold office hours in the district and I welcome you to discuss your views on upcoming legislation or any other issues or concerns you may have.    
This month, I will be holding office hours in Viroqua and Westby on Friday, October 26th at the following times and places.  Please stop by – I look forward to seeing you!

8:30am to 9:30am – Viroqua

Vernon County Courthouse

County Board Room

10:00am to 11:00am – Westby

Westby City Hall

FEMA and SBA deadline is October 25th
As I’ve been talking with people, I’m concerned that some of them have not applied with FEMA or the Small Business Association for help to get back on their feet after the floods.  I encourage people who haven’t applied to do so – don’t assume that you won’t qualify for help.  The deadline to apply is this Thursday, October 25, 2007.

Individuals and businesses may register for assistance online at www.fema.gov or by calling toll-free 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) or 1-800-462-7585 (TTY) for the hearing and speech impaired.  Applicants may also call those numbers to check on the status of their applications. 

Business owners can obtain loan applications and get their questions answered at SBA disaster loan outreach centers that are open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the following locations:

· La Crosse County – Town of Shelby Town Hall, 2801 Ward Ave., La Crosse.  Open until further notice. 

· Vernon County – Living Faith Church, 852 N. Main St. Viroqua. Open until further notice. 
According to FEMA, 2,006 people in Crawford, Richland and Vernon counties have received a total of $3.9 million in assistance to help recover from flood-related losses.  This assistance may be used for temporary housing and to repair disaster-damaged homes.  In addition, some of this money was provided through the Other Needs Assistance (ONA) program to help pay for disaster-related needs and expenses not covered by insurance or other assistance programs.

