State Budget Update
Getting to the point of finally passing the state budget was a long process.

Remember back to April 4th? Prairie du Chien was chosen as one of six cities to host the budget-writing Joint Finance Committee’s public hearing on the state budget that day.  I was humbled that the committee agreed to my request to come to Prairie du Chien.  Hundreds of people had a rare opportunity to share their opinions on the state budget without having to travel to the Capitol.  As far as I know, this was the first time that the committee met in Crawford County.
After this meeting, legislators on the budget committee had a better understanding of how people in southwestern Wisconsin wanted the state to spend their hard-earned money.  Your comments helped them realize that not everything in the state budget should be for Madison or Milwaukee – those of us who live, work, and pay taxes in the rural areas deserve our fair share, too!
So how did the 96th district fare?  These are some of the items that I got into the state budget at your suggestion and with your help:

· $500,000 to help cover the majority of the cost to restore Jersey Valley Lake.
· Re-open the Department of Motor Vehicles Service Center in Viroqua and prevent it from closing in Prairie du Chien without the legislature’s approval.
· Make the Vernon County District Attorney a full-time position so that our District Attorney can prosecute crimes on a full-time basis, not as a part-time job.
· $7.5 million in funding to help prevent non-point source pollution to help protect our rivers and trout streams. 
· Tax incentives to encourage biodiesel fuel production in Cashton.

It took a lot of compromise from Republicans, Democrats, and Governor Doyle in order to come up with this budget proposal.  Keep in mind that I could only vote for or against the entire proposal, not on separate items.  As you can imagine, this is not an easy vote to take!  The budget still needs to be signed into law by the Governor.
I voted for this budget because it funds our state’s top priorities, like K-12 education and our university system, health care programs for families and children without health insurance, and the SeniorCare prescription drug program for seniors.  I am proud to say that this budget lives within the taxpayers’ means since the number one concern I hear is that taxes are too high.
