Nerison, State Assembly Recognize “Hometown Heroes”

The State Assembly established the “Hometown Hero” award program to identify and recognize special individuals who give of themselves to make a difference in our communities and in the lives of those around them.  While this award is normally given to one person who has made an outstanding contribution to his or her community, I decided to make an unusual group nomination.  

On October 30, the Wisconsin State Assembly recognized volunteers and emergency management staff from Crawford, Richland, and Vernon counties as “Hometown Heroes” for their contributions to recovery efforts related to the August 2007 floods that ravaged southwestern Wisconsin. 

I have witnessed and heard so many stories of heroism – so many ways that people helped out their neighbors in a time of great need.  I could not even begin to pick one person.  To me, every person who contributed to the flood recovery efforts is a hometown hero and every one of them is deserving of this honor.
Accepting the “Hometown Hero” awards on behalf of their respective counties were emergency management directors Cindy Ackerman from Vernon County, Darin Gudgeon from Richland County, and Roger Martin from Crawford County.  Marianne Stanek, Public Health Officer for Richland County, and Robert Naegle with a Richland County amateur radio group, also attended the ceremony.
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Emergency management staff and volunteers accept the “Hometown Hero” award at a ceremony held in the State Capitol on October 30.  L – R: Roger Martin, Marianne Stanek, Robert Naegle, Rep. Lee Nerison, Darin Gudgeon, Cindy Ackerman, Speaker Mike Huebsch.

For many of us, Veterans Day stirs up feelings of pride for those who have served our country, both in times of war and peace.  We recognize that our veterans have fought for our freedom since the American Revolution.  It is important that we never take it for granted that we have the freedom to enjoy all of the things that make our country great.  

There are many ways that individuals can show appreciation for and support our veterans.  "America Supports You” is a nationwide program launched by the Department of Defense to recognize citizens' support for our military men and women. Their website, www.americasupportsyou.mil, gives a wealth of information on ways to support our troops that are currently serving our country, including a link to send a message to one of our servicemen or women.
Please join me in thanking the veterans among us for their service when you see them in your community.  It is the least we can do for the many sacrifices they have made for us through the years.

Important Health Insurance Meetings for Farmers and Agribusinesses

I encourage farmers and agribusinesses to attend upcoming meetings in Richland Center and Viroqua to learn about the new Farmers’ Health Cooperative of Wisconsin insurance plan and how it could help you.  Last session, I worked on revisions to the co-op care law that paved the way for this new insurance cooperative and I’m glad to see it get off the ground.

The Farmers’ Health Cooperative is sponsored by the Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives, Agri-Services Agency and Aetna.  Over 1,000 farmers and agribusinesses have signed up for the plan already this year.

Some of the highlights of the plan are coverage for work-related injuries, multiple provider and network options, prescription drug coverage, and a 24-hour nurse hotline.  Farmers or employees of eligible agribusinesses must be between 18 and 64 years old to qualify for the plan.  

Informational town hall meetings will be held in Richland Center and Viroqua on the following dates:

· Richland Center American Legion, November 13 at 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

· Viroqua, Room 115 at Western Technical College, November 14 at 10 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.

For more information about the Farmers’ Health Cooperative of Wisconsin insurance plan, visit www.farmershealthcooperative.com or call (800) 539-9370.

Fall Deer Season is Just Around the Corner!

Fallen leaves and brisk weather are signs that Wisconsin’s firearm deer season, which runs from November 17 through November 25, is upon us.  

For folks who grew up deer hunting with their families, this is an important tradition for them to pass on to the next generation.  As a dairy farmer, I didn’t have much time to go hunting and our three daughters weren’t interested in it when they were growing up.  This year, I look forward to being able to go with my two son-in-laws and my other relatives.  Even one of my daughters was convinced to go along – I guess being married causes a person to agree to such things.

Sure, we all hope we get that elusive big buck.  But most of all, we’re looking forward to enjoying this time out in the woods together, talking smart about how we really meant to shoot the tree.  These are the things that tie families together and why deer season is a precious tradition in Wisconsin.

One of the least enjoyable, but most important, parts of the deer hunting season is making sense of the volumes of deer hunting regulations.  None of us want to meet a DNR warden because we didn’t take the time to read the rules.  These regulations are available on the DNR’s website at http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/wildlife/hunt/deer/.  The DNR’s new toll-free customer service line, 1-888-936-7463, is another resource available to help answer your questions.

Hopefully, everyone who was born after January 1, 1973, has taken a Hunter Safety course before heading out into the woods.  Last year, Wisconsin recorded a total of thirty-one hunting-related firearm injuries with four fatalities.  This is not a statistic we want to see increase, so please be mindful of your own safety and the safety of others when you’re in the woods.

Good luck and have a safe, enjoyable hunt!

