Honoring Our Fallen Soldiers
“The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village, and hamlet churchyard in the land.  In this observance no form of ceremony is prescribed, but posts and comrades will in their own way arrange such fitting services and testimonials of respect as circumstances may permit.”

When General John A. Logan of the Grand Army of the Republic issued those words under General Order Number 11, he proclaimed May 30, 1868, Decoration Day to honor our nation’s soldiers who died in conflict during the Civil War.  Decoration Day was a time for our country to begin healing from a divisive war by remembering those who gave their own lives, on our own soil, in defense of a nation and so that others could be free.  Of course, we now observe Memorial Day on the last Monday in May.
For more than two centuries, American soldiers have been called on to defend the founding ideals of our democracy.  Sons and daughters, mothers and fathers, made great sacrifices so that the United States could remain a free and strong nation and enjoy the many blessings of liberty.  

On Memorial Day, please join me in remembering our fallen heroes by going to a Memorial Day program in your town or by observing one minute of silence at 3:00 p.m.  And, let us pray for peace and the safe return home for the men and women currently serving in conflicts throughout the world.

State Budget Update
It is not news to anyone reading this that Wisconsin currently faces one of the worst economic recessions in generations.  Slow economic growth has caused state tax collections to drop, creating a two-year deficit that is approaching $7,000,000,000 ($7 billion).
To balance the budget and jump-start Wisconsin’s economy, lawmakers are deciding whether to cut spending, increase borrowing, raise taxes, or a combination of all of these things.  Interestingly, earlier this week voters in the State of California soundly defeated five propositions that would have meant new taxes and more government spending.  Their message was loud and clear: balance the budget and don’t raise our taxes. 
Yesterday, Governor Doyle proposed cutting almost $670 million from state agencies, shared revenue and other aids, raising the hospital tax by $165 million, using $100 million from the cell phone surcharge for fire and police services, and refinancing our state’s debt.  

By last count, these measures would plug about $1.6 billion of the $7 billion hole our state faces.  What about the rest of the deficit, you may ask?  That’s where the devil is in the details.  Earlier this year, legislation was enacted which removed the statutory requirement for a balanced budget in 2009-2011.  I voted against this proposal because it allows us to operate under a deficit, something families can’t do and government shouldn’t do.  I also remain concerned that we’re relying on one-time stimulus money to balance the books.  If the economy doesn’t turn around, we’re in a mess for the next budget.  
As the Joint Finance Committee works on the budget, I will continue to encourage the committee members to protect core services, like K-12 education, services for our seniors and vulnerable citizens, public safety and police and fire services, and investing in infrastructure and roads.  This is a challenge with the economy we’re in, but I’m confident we can get the job done.
Once the Joint Finance Committee completes its work on the state budget, it will come to the State Assembly for a vote.  Assembly representatives will have a chance to amend Joint Finance’s version of the budget, and then they will get one vote for or against the entire proposal, not on individual items contained within it. 

Please continue to let me know what state budget issues affect you so that I can share this with the finance committee since this is the best chance for changing the budget.  Your input is appreciated!
