Office Hours 
As your state representative, one of my most important responsibilities is to hear your ideas and concerns so that I can best represent you in the State Assembly.  You can always feel free to email me at Rep.Nerison@legis.wisconsin.gov, or call my office in Madison toll-free at (888) 534-0096.  Every month, I hold office hours in the district and I welcome you to discuss your views on upcoming legislation or any other issues or concerns you may have.   

This month, I will be holding office hours in Prairie du Chien, Eastman, Wauzeka, and Steuben on Friday, May 30th at the following times and places.  Please stop by – I look forward to seeing you!

Prairie du Chien

10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

City Hall, Conference Room Two

214 E. Blackhawk Ave.

Eastman

12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Captain’s Sports Bar and Grill

114 Main St.

Wauzeka

1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

L&M BP

210 Main St.

Steuben 

3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Jo’s Kountry Bar

147 Bridge St.
Agreement Reached on Great Lakes Compact

This week, the State Assembly passed the Great Lakes Water Resources Compact after months of legislative hearings and listening to public comments.         I voted for the compact because it is critical for protecting one of our state’s most precious natural resources.  This may be one of the most important pieces of legislation that our state enacts because it will affect everything from farming to tourism to business and industry for many generations to come.
The Great Lakes Water Resources Compact will regulate how water from the Great Lakes Basin will be managed, protected and used.  The Great Lakes Basin runs the length of Wisconsin from north to south, hugging the coastline of Lake Michigan near the Illinois border before expanding westward.  The purpose of the compact is to provide for Wisconsin’s water needs while protecting it from being diverted to faraway states like Arizona and Georgia.  
After listening to more than seven hours of public comments on the compact as a member of the Assembly’s Natural Resources Committee, it was clear to me that the compact had to be well-thought-out and directly affect only the Great Lakes Basin, not the rest of the state.  I heard concerns that western Wisconsin needs to be able to use groundwater as we do under current regulations.  I also wanted to make sure that the compact didn’t disregard the Groundwater Protection Act and the important work that has been done since it went into effect.  I am pleased that both of these concerns were addressed before I voted for the compact.  

The compact needs approval from all eight great lakes states and the U.S. Congress before going into effect.  New York, Minnesota, Illinois and Indiana have already passed the compact, while Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania have yet to pass it.  The Canadian Provinces of Quebec and Ontario have also approved the compact.

Velkommen!
On May 7, Senator Dan Kapanke and I were honored to give the 2007 Syttende Mai Royalty a tour of our beautiful State Capitol and we presented them with a copy of Assembly Joint Resolution 94 in honor of Norwegian Americans and this weekend’s Syttende Mai celebration in Westby.  

While I may be biased, Westby’s Syttende Mai celebration is the best one in the state.  I hope to see you at one of the many different celebrations this weekend.  Whether you’re 100% Norwegian like me or don’t have any Norwegian ancestry, everyone is Norwegian this weekend!
Here is a calendar of the events: http://www.westbywi.com/Syttende%20Mai.html
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Princess 3....


The weather could not have been better when the 2007 Syttende Mai Royalty visited the State Capitol.  Left to Right - Senator Dan Kapanke, 1st Attendant Kelly Haugen, Princess Paige Pederson, 2nd Attendant Grace Homstad, Representative Lee Nerison.
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