Government Fraud Hotline Up and Running

Wisconsin has a new toll-free hotline for the public to report alleged incidents of fraud, waste and mismanagement in state government.  The hotline is critical to holding government accountable if there is misuse of taxpayer money.

The hotline is administered by the Legislative Audit Bureau and is answered by bureau staff members during normal business hours and through a voicemail system 24 hours a day.  

The Legislative Audit Bureau will follow-up on tips received through hotline calls and refer the information to other appropriate agencies in state government for further investigation, or to law enforcement agencies if a potential crime is involved. 
To report an incident such as theft, embezzlement, or inappropriate use of state resources, call 1-877-FRAUD-17 or print out a reporting form at http://www.legis.state.wi.us/lab/fraud/FRAUDReportingForm.pdf to submit information by mail.  
June is Dairy Month!
June marks dairy month in Wisconsin and I encourage you to attend area dairy breakfasts to bring attention to our dairy industry and to thank our hard-working farmers.  It is also a time to just get out on the farm, have some fun, and enjoy fresh milk, cheese, and other dairy products.

A vibrant dairy industry is equally important to people who live in town and who work on the farm.  There’s an old saying, “If you ate today, thank a farmer.”  Well, take that a step further – “If you drank a glass of milk or ate butter, yogurt or cheese today, thank a dairy farmer!"

The dairy industry is a major “cash cow” in Wisconsin, contributing $20.6 billion to Wisconsin's economy each year.  Dairy is the largest sector of Wisconsin agriculture, providing more than 160,000 jobs in over 300 different careers. Our 1,251,000 dairy cows produce 2 billion pounds of milk each month to help Wisconsin lead the nation in cheese production. 

June Dairy Month breakfasts will be held at the following times and places:

· Crawford County – June 7 from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at the Jim and Jean Moret family farm, 61102 Old State Hwy. 18, Prairie du Chien

· Monroe County – June 7 from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Dreier Dairy Air Farm, 10507 Ellsworth Road, Tomah

· Richland County – June 8 from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 pm. at Junction View Dairy, 29779 County Hwy. OO, Richland Center

· Vernon County – June 7 from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at Royal Flush Dairy, 355 Black River Avenue, Westby

For other interesting facts and figures and recipes featuring Wisconsin’s fine dairy products, visit the Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board’s website at http://www.wisdairy.com/.
Final E-update Until Fall
I hope you have enjoyed receiving Nerison’s News.  Due to ethics rules, I can’t send out this e-newsletter between June 1 and Election Day.  While I’ll be putting my newsletter-writing pen to rest until later this fall, please feel free to contact me with any ideas, questions, or concerns you may have.  
