Office Hours

As your state representative, one of my most important responsibilities is to hear your ideas and concerns so that I can best represent you in the State Assembly.  You can always feel free to email me at Rep.Nerison@legis.wisconsin.gov, or call my office in Madison toll-free at (888) 534-0096.  Every month, I hold office hours in the district and I welcome you to discuss your views on upcoming legislation or any other issues or concerns you may have.    

This month, I will be holding office hours in Stoddard, Chaseburg, and Coon Valley on March 28th at the following times and places.  Please stop by – I look forward to seeing you!
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
River Bank
Stoddard
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Tippy Toe Inn
Chaseburg
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Stockyard Bar and Grille
Coon Valley

Working to End Frivolous Prisoner Lawsuits

Every day, correctional workers deal with violent offenders and hardened criminals.  They sign up for this job knowing that they are responsible for maintaining order in our prisons and jails and helping to keep our communities safe.  
This legislative session, I have been working to end the life-changing nightmares that result when prisoners file frivolous complaints against prison guards or jailers, simply because they are doing their job.

A law that has been around since before the Civil War, known as the “John Doe” law, allows any person to file a complaint with a judge alleging that someone has committed a crime.  The judge must then hold a hearing on the matter if he or she believes that a crime has been committed.  

As more inmates have learned about Wisconsin’s John Doe law, the number of complaints that have been filed under this law has skyrocketed from 26 cases in 2004 to 132 cases in 2007.  The Wisconsin Department of Justice is not aware of any John Doe complaint ever filed by an inmate that has resulted in prosecutable criminal charges.

As a co-sponsor of Assembly Bill 695, I recently vote to change this 168-year old law by requiring that prisoners convince the local district attorney that his or her allegations have enough merit before a John Doe complaint can be filed against a correctional officer, county jailer, or a probation or parole officer.

I appreciate the fact that correctional officers, jailers, and probation or parole officers put their lives on the line to deal with criminals who see these people as the only obstacle between prison and freedom.  They go to work every day, mindful of their dangerous work environment.  Worrying about whether doing their job will cause them to wind up in court should be the last thing on their minds.

Public Meetings on Deer Hunting Seasons
Anyone who is interested in the future of deer hunting in Wisconsin will want to attend upcoming meetings in the area.  Local DNR wildlife biologists will be at the meetings to answer questions about deer population numbers and harvest quotas in specific deer management units.  The DNR uses public comments from these meetings when the department recommends changes to the deer season structure.  

This is a good opportunity for people to get the most up-to-date information for our area.  Most importantly, it is a chance for people to meet our local wildlife biologists and tell them how they would like this year’s deer season to be set.
Informational meetings will be held on the following dates:

· Crawford, Monroe and Vernon counties – March 18 from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Westby VFW Post 8021, 205 N. Main St., Westby.

· Richland County – March 19 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the UW Baraboo-Sauk County Campus, 1001 Connie Road, Baraboo.

Additional information about deer hunting in Wisconsin is available on the DNR’s website at http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/wildlife/hunt/deer/index.htm.
