Comments on Governor’s State of the State Address

Governor Jim Doyle outlined his agenda for the next year during his annual State of the State address to the legislature on January 23.  I heard things that would be good for western Wisconsin and others that merit more study before being voted on by the legislature.

A proposal to increase the availability of renewable fuel by one billion gallons is one that I wholeheartedly agree with.  I am glad to see that tax credits for biodiesel fuel producers are included as part of this proposal.  Companies like BEST BioDiesel in Cashton will benefit significantly from this tax credit that I worked to get included in the state budget.  Reducing our dependence on foreign oil will benefit farmers, consumers, and businesses alike.
The Governor wants to create BadgerChoice, a program that would allow small businesses to pool together to purchase health insurance.  While I haven’t seen all the details of this proposal, most people that I’ve talked with want consumer-driven health care, so I’m glad to see that this is part of it.  Affordable health insurance for small businesses is a growing need and I look forward to working with my colleagues and the Governor to address this.
Growing western Wisconsin’s economy is a top priority of mine.  We need to create a strong economic climate in order to create jobs here.  Together with my colleagues in the State Assembly, we will work to expand angel investment tax credits to encourage businesses to locate here, invest in employees through tax credits for their continuing education, and to increase capital gains reinvestment tax credits for companies that are just starting out.
I am a little skeptical of the Governor’s claim that Wisconsin’s property tax burden is at its lowest level in two decades.  Everyone that I’ve talked to in western Wisconsin, especially since their property tax bills came in the mail, says that their taxes are too high.  We need to remember that the taxpayer’s pocketbook only stretches so far.  
In the coming months, I look forward to working with my colleagues and the Governor on these and other proposals as we wrap up the legislative session.  I hope that we can draw on the best ideas proposed by the Republicans and Democrats and work together to make western Wisconsin an even better place than it already is.  After all, growing our economy, creating jobs, and making health care more affordable should not be partisan issues.
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Representative Nerison talks with Governor Doyle about the needs of western Wisconsin before escorting the Governor to the Assembly Chamber for the address.  
