· Deer Season Registration Numbers Up, Hunting-Related Incidents Down

The nine-day firearm deer season that closed on November 25th was the second safest in Wisconsin history with higher numbers of deer registered than last year.

The six hunting-related incidents that occurred this year are six too many.  Half of the firearms accidents this season happened during deer drives with hunters walking through woods or fields to flush out deer. Injuries were attributed to gun handling inconsistent with the basic rules of firearms safety, according to the DNR.

Hunters registered 343,644 deer during Wisconsin’s regular nine-day gun deer season. DNR officials stress that this is a preliminary figure that will change somewhat as registration stations in outlying areas return their numbers.  The preliminary registration total from the 2006 nine-day season was 336,211.

These are the numbers that the DNR will use to determine if they will propose changes to the deer season structure for 2008.  Changes could include such things as elimination of earn-a-buck or the return of an October antlerless-only, 4-day hunt.  

Anytime the DNR proposes changes to our deer hunting season, it generates a lot of opinions.  No doubt I will get the chance to hear many of them as a member of the Assembly Natural Resources committee.

On a personal note, my family had a good time together enjoying the hunt.  I was able to hunt for the first time with my daughter, Seri.  While we didn’t get a big buck, we did get a doe and hopefully we can get a buck next year with earn-a-buck, as long as we don’t lose the tag!

· Thank-you Message

Also, I hope that you enjoy reading Nerison’s News.  Many times, you get a “sneak peek” of items before they are in the local papers or on the radio.  If you know of a friend or family member who would also like to have this information, please share it with them!

