Office Hours
As your state representative, one of my most important responsibilities is to hear your ideas and concerns so that I can best represent you in the State Assembly.  You can always feel free to email me at Rep.Nerison@legis.wisconsin.gov, or call my office in Madison toll-free at (888) 534-0096.  Every month, I hold office hours in the district and I welcome you to discuss your views on upcoming legislation or any other issues or concerns you may have.    

This month, I will be holding office hours in La Farge, Viola, and Readstown on February 29th at the following times and places.  Please stop by – I look forward to seeing you!

10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
La Farge Village Hall
La Farge

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Viola Village Hall
Viola

1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m
Kickapoo Inn
Readstown
Hearing on Local Flood-control Dam Repair Needs

Recently, I called a hearing as Chair of the Assembly’s Rural Affairs Committee to highlight the importance of flood-control dams in protecting infrastructure, property, and public safety, especially in light of the August 2007 floods.  I was glad to see that many people from the area made it to the Capitol for the hearing, despite yet another snowstorm that day!
While there are approximately 3,800 dams of all types in the state, the PL-566 dams in our area are unique because local communities determined where flood control was needed before the federal government designed and help build them over 50 years ago. Vernon County has the lion’s share of PL-566 dams with 22 of the 88 in the state; Crawford has one, and Monroe and Richland counties each have eight. 
Like all of us, these dams are aging and they are in need of maintenance and repair.  At our February 12 meeting, Vernon County’s conservationists, Kelly Jacobs and Phil Hahn, told committee members about the status of dam repair needs in Vernon County, where the repair bill is approaching $11 million.  Jacobs noted that many people in the county are concerned about how a greater-than-usual volume of melting snow due to this winter’s record snowfalls could affect Vernon County’s dams. Hahn, who is also Chair of the statewide PL-566 Coalition, stressed that funding for dam safety grants is a bi-partisan issue of public safety.  

Those attending the meeting had a chance to hear from an analyst with the Legislative Fiscal Bureau, who said that the State of Wisconsin previously allocated funds for dam repairs, although not in the past several state budgets.  Only seven earmarks for dam safety projects have been included in state budgets dating back to 1991, including $500,000 for Jersey Valley Lake that I obtained through the current state budget.

As a result of this meeting, my goal is to convince my colleagues in the Legislature that money spent on flood-control dams is money well-spent.  Any repair or maintenance cost will pay for itself many times over when you consider that the costs for recovery after a flood-control dam failure will be much higher.  Most importantly, you can’t put any price tag on public safety.
E-filing Tips for Tax Time
It’s that time of year again when most of us are rushing to get our taxes done. If you haven’t filed online before, you might want to try it to help you get your taxes filed correctly and on time.  E-filing may help you receive a refund in as little as ten days, saves paper, and lets you file your taxes at any hour of the day or night.  E-filing also offers confirmation within 48 hours that returns were received and refunds can be directly deposited into checking or savings accounts.

According to the IRS, more than 17% of income tax returns prepared on paper have mistakes, such as missing information or taxes calculated using the wrong tax tables; half of those errors caused people to overpay their taxes.  While less than 1% of returns prepared electronically contain errors, the IRS can detect those errors and send back an error report in as few as 48 hours so that the problem can be fixed. 
Here are some websites that you might find helpful when e-filing your taxes.  If you’re wondering how a tax law affects your particular situation, I encourage you to consult a tax preparer.  

· Internal Revenue Service e-file website:  

http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=118986,00.html
· Wisconsin Department of Revenue e-file website:

http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,=11898id6,00.html

If you’re completing paper tax forms, here is the contact information for the Wisconsin Department of Revenue in case you have any questions while filing out your Wisconsin return:
Wisconsin Department of Revenue
Customer Service Bureau
P.O. Box 8949
Madison, WI 53708-8949
Phone: (608) 266-2486
Fax: (608) 267-1030
E-Mail Additional Questions
