Commitment to Property Tax Relief

In the coming days, southwestern Wisconsin taxpayers will receive a 2007 property tax bill in the mail.  I encourage people to take a good look at it because it’s a lesson in how government spends your money. It is also worth talking about who sets property tax amounts and what role state legislators have in this.

Wisconsin’s Department of Revenue trains and certifies assessors to assess property according to its true value, whether market value or farmland value.  By law, the assessed value is supposed to be within 10% of the actual market value of the property.  The exception is farmland, which is assessed for agricultural value.  The assessor arrives at these values based on what similar property has sold for.  

As a former county board chair, I know that setting property tax levies and adopting an annual budget is one of the most challenging things that local elected officials have to do.  They must balance the need for paying for such things as snow plowing and local schools while keeping the taxpayers’ bills in check.  

Keep in mind that property taxes are assessed locally, collected locally, and spent locally.  If you disagree with your property’s assessment, go to open book and talk with your municipality’s assessor.  If you want to know how the school board or local government spends your money, go to their meetings and ask questions.  Very few people actually take the time to find out how their hard-earned money is spent.

Many of you have contacted me with the concern that homeowners pay too much in property taxes and I agree with you.  As your Representative, I took significant steps to keep your property taxes in line.  The state budget that I voted for provides more than $12.3 billion in state aid to local school districts, including more than $524 million in new money for our local schools.  More money from the state will allow school districts to ask for less from local property taxpayers.  The budget also maintains the state’s commitment to local governments by not cutting the state’s shared revenue program.  

Arriving at assessments and setting property taxes is a complicated process.  I hope this information gave you some insight into what role state and local government has in it. 

Proposed Mississippi River Navigation Restrictions

I have joined several other western Wisconsin legislators in opposition to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (FWS) latest proposed rules that attempt to prohibit the use of motorized vehicles and watercraft in certain areas of the Mississippi River.  We oppose this plan because we believe it usurps state authority on our sovereign waters and unnecessarily eliminates recreational opportunities and economic activity for our area.  It is important to ensure that hunters, anglers, trappers and other recreational users of the Mississippi can continue to freely enjoy our mighty river.

At issue are a number of rules proposed by the FWS that would restrict navigation in the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge.  The proposal establishes four electric motor only areas totaling 1,630 acres and eight new seasonal slow, no-wake areas totaling 9,370 acres, from March 16 to October 31.  Airboats and hovercraft will not be allowed in slow, no-wake areas during those dates.  

This fall marked the first set of restrictions on hunting in the refuge.  Now, the FWS wants another 8% reduction in the areas open to watercraft use.  For the past several years, I have consistently opposed the federal government’s efforts to reduce the number of areas open to hunting, fishing and trapping because Wisconsin residents and visitors would not be able to fully enjoy the Upper Mississippi River Wildlife and Fish Refuge.

I encourage you to voice your opinion on how this proposal affects your enjoyment of the Mississippi to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  The proposed rule is available at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/UpperMississippiRiver/ or people can call (507) 452-4232 to request a copy.  Comments on the proposed rule must be received by December 17, 2007, and can be made by e-mail to: uppermississippiriver@fws.gov with “Attn: Recreation Regs” and your full name and mailing address in the message.  Comments may also be mailed to:  Refuge Manager, Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge, 51 East Fourth Street, Room 101, Winona, Minnesota 55987.
Scenic Bluffs Synopsis

‘Tis the Season to Enjoy your Community’s Events!
In case you have not already been to one of the many Christmas and winter events in our area, I hope you get the chance to enjoy one of these upcoming events:

December 8, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. - Winter Craft and Direct Sales Expo-Pepin Hall-The Richland Hospital, Richland Center

December 8 - Friends of the Kickapoo Reserve Holiday Cookie and Candy Sale, Photo Contest Awards Reception, String Ties Concert and Dance, Kickapoo Valley Reserve Visitor Center, La Farge

December 8 and 9, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. - Villa Louis Victorian House Museum Christmas Holiday Lamplight Tours, Prairie du Chien

December 10, 1:30 p.m. - Lovelight Tree Lighting Ceremony, Vernon Memorial Hospital Lobby

December 10, 7:00 p.m. - Westby High School Winter Band Concert

December 10, 7:00 p.m. - Prairie View and Stoddard Elementary Schools Grade 3-5 Winter Program, De Soto High School Gymnasium

December 10, 7:00 p.m. - La Farge Elementary School Winter Program, School Gym

December 10, 7:30 p.m. - Kickapoo High School Winter Concert, Auditorium

December 10, 7:30 p.m. - North Crawford Grade 7-8 Winter Concert, Performance Center

December 10, 7:30 p.m. - Viroqua High School Band and Choir Winter Concert, High School Gym

December 10, 8:00 p.m. - La Farge High School/Middle School Winter Concert, School Gym

December 11, 7:00 p.m. - Westby Middle School Grade 5-8 Band and Choir Winter Concert, High School Gym

December 12, 2:00 p.m. - North Crawford Pre-K-3 Winter Program, Performance Center

December 13, 1:30 and 7:00 p.m. - Coon Valley Elementary School Winter Concert-School Gym

December 15, 9:00 a.m. to noon, 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. - Children’s Christmas Workshop for ages 9-12, Villa Louis museum, Prairie du Chien

December 15, 7:00 p.m. - De Soto Middle/High School Band and Choir Concert, School Gym

December 17, 7:00 p.m. - Westby High School Winter Choral Concert, High School Gym

December 17, 7:30 p.m. - North Crawford High Winter Concert, Performance Center

December 19, 2:00 p.m. - Kickapoo Elementary School Winter Program, Elementary School Gym

December 19, 2:00 p.m. - North Crawford Grade 4-6 Winter Program, Performance Center

