	[image: image1.jpg]Leglslatlve

w

REPRESENTATIVE LEE NERISON # 96™ ASSEMBLY DISTRICT





	June 5, 2009 Edition 

	State Budget Work Continues

Most folks were just starting their day, or getting ready to head home from third shift, when the legislature’s budget-writing Joint Finance Committee wrapped up its work on the 2009-2011 State Budget last Friday at about 5:30 a.m.  The vote for passage was along party lines, with twelve Democrats voting in favor of it and four Republicans voting against it.

Our Legislative Fiscal Bureau has been working non-stop to crunch the numbers and prepare a breakdown of exactly what changed between Governor Doyle’s original budget proposal and what the finance committee amended and passed.  While I await the final numbers, I am very concerned about the 7% spending increase and $3 billion in tax and fee increases in the committee’s version of the budget.

At the same time, cuts to core functions of government will impact citizens in many ways.  Under the finance committee’s proposal, school aid would be cut 3.5%, public safety would be cut 10% and shared revenue to local governments would be cut 1.7% overall.  When we factor in just under $4 billion in one-time stimulus money to pay for some of these services in this budget, the picture gets a little better.  Keep in mind, that one-time stimulus money isn’t around come next budget and that means either deeper cuts, guaranteed tax increases, or both, to make up the difference.

So what’s the solution?  Next week, the State Assembly is expected to vote on the state budget as amended by the Joint Finance Committee.  At that time, my colleagues and I will be offering a number of amendments and attempt to change it.  Once all of the amendments are voted on, I get one vote for or against the entire budget as amended.  Then, the bill goes to the State Senate for the same process.

In the past couple of days, I’ve gone through all of the comments on the budget that I’ve received from folks in the 96th district to put together my amendments.  Or, in some cases, I’m working with a colleague who’s already doing an amendment on a particular area of the budget.  Thanks again for your input – it is always welcome and appreciated!

June Dairy Month Celebrates Our Farming Heritage
I encourage folks to attend the upcoming dairy breakfasts in our area to bring attention to
our dairy industry and its products and to thank our hard-working farmers.  It’s also a time to
just get out on the farm, have some fun, and enjoy fresh milk, cheese, and other dairy 
products.

As a life-long farmer and member of the Assembly Agriculture Committee, I am proud 
of our vibrant dairy industry because it is equally important to people who live in town
 and who work on the farm.  As the largest sector of Wisconsin agriculture, the dairy 
industry is a major “cash cow” in Wisconsin.  Our dairy cows help contribute $20.6 
billion to Wisconsin's economy each year, amounting to $17,000 in economic activity 
generated per cow.  Wisconsin’s dairy farms make up 20% of the nation’s total and 
they’re a pillar of our economy.  The money that farmers spend, whether for vet visits or 
feed at the co-op, keeps our local businesses going.

June Dairy Month breakfasts will be held at the following times and places.  Hope to see

 you there!
· Crawford County – June 6 from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at the Terry Steger and Tim
      and Char Steger farm, 60724 Irish Ridge Road, Prairie du Chien.

· Monroe County – June 6 from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Harvey and Jackie Menn 
      farm, 25593 County Highway T, Norwalk.

· Vernon County – June 6 from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Wayne Peters farm, 3663 
      E. US Hwy. 14, Coon Valley. 

· Richland County – June 14 from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Beth and David Storms 
      farm, 33650 State Highway 80, Muscoda.   

· La Crosse County – June 20 from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Vince and Dawn Hundt 
      farm (St. Brigit’s Meadow), N1030 State Hwy. 162, Coon Valley.

For more information on each of these breakfasts, visit http://www.eatlocaldairy.com/DairyFarmBreakfast.aspx.
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