May Office Hours 
As your state representative, one of my most important responsibilities is to hear your ideas and concerns so that I can best represent you in the State Assembly.  You can always feel free to email me at Rep.Nerison@legis.wisconsin.gov, or call my office in Madison toll-free at (888) 534-0096.  Every month, I hold office hours in the district and I welcome you to discuss your views on upcoming legislation or any other issues or concerns you may have.   

This month, I will be holding office hours in Ontario, Norwalk, Wilton, and Cashton on Friday, May 2nd at the following times and places.  Please stop by – I look forward to seeing you!

Ontario

Kickapoo Paddle Inn

101 East South Street

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Norwalk

Main Street Café 

104 Main Street

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Wilton

Gina’s Pies are Square

400 Main Street

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Cashton

Badger Crossing Pub and Eatery

909 Front Street

3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Agriculture Education Council Bill Becomes Law
A bill to create a privately-funded, statewide Agriculture Education and Workforce Development Council became law on April 21.  I co-sponsored this bill because the council is critical to addressing projected workforce shortfalls in Wisconsin’s changing agriculture industry.  It is important to have a single entity to review and coordinate agricultural education programs to train students for careers in everything from farming to veterinary medicine to biochemistry.  Investing in our children will not only help them, it will also help grow our rural economy.
The council’s creation resulted from a Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection (DATCP) study.  In addition, the 2007 “Future of Farming and Rural Life in Wisconsin” report from the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts, and Letters states that the council is key to having more support for agricultural education throughout the state.

The council’s goal will be to improve employment opportunities and retention of a skilled workforce for Wisconsin’s agriculture, agricultural industry, food, and natural resource systems.  The 34-member council will be a public-private effort, made up of industry leaders from education and agri-business, and members of state agencies and the Wisconsin Legislature.  
Agriculture generates $51 billion for Wisconsin’s economy and maintains approximately 420,000 jobs in the state each year, representing 12% of our workforce.  

Trees for Viola
Since today is Arbor Day, I can’t help but think of everything that the community of Viola and its neighbors have done to replace 1,000 of the community’s trees that were damaged or destroyed during the August 18, 2005, tornado.

The destruction of Viola’s tree canopy is such a visible reminder of the destructive force of this storm and the loss that many residents incurred.  But, western Wisconsin residents come together in a time of need to help however we can.  I have to applaud the work that the Vernon-Richland Recovery Project and Trees for Viola have done in raising private donations and applying for grants as they worked toward the goal of replanting the 1,000th tree in Viola this month.
While Viola did not qualify for a federal disaster declaration from the President and money from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, good things came out of that unfortunate situation.  Viola’s experience showed the need to create a way for local governments to get financial help to pay for the costs resulting from a natural disaster if they don’t qualify for a federal disaster declaration.  This led to the formation of the Wisconsin Disaster Relief Fund, which I authored along with legislators who represent Stoughton in Dane County.  As you might remember, Stoughton was also hit by severe storms that day.
Last but certainly not least, congratulations to Viola on being named a Tree City USA Community!  More information about that designation is available at http://www.arborday.org/programs/treeCityUSA/about.cfm.
