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April 5, 2013

TO: Representative John Nygren
Room 309 East, State Capitol

FROM: Russ Kava and Layla Merrifield

SUBIJECT: Overview of Statutory Requirements for Public School Districts and Private Schools
in the Milwaukee and Racine Parental Choice Programs

At your request, we are providing you with information on the major, current statutory
requirements for public school districts and for private schools participating in the Milwaukee and
Racine parental choice programs.

Certain statutory requirements are placed on the operations of public schools, private
schools, and those private schools that participate in the Milwaukee and Racine parental choice
programs. Requirements on public schools are generally found in Chapters 115 to 121 of
Wisconsin Statutes and cover school district organization and governance, personnel, facilities,
curriculum and instruction, safety and health, pupil policies and services, services for special needs
pupils, and budget and finance. A listing of all statutory requirements that apply to public schools
is displayed in this office’s January, 2013, Informational Paper #30, "Statutory Requirements for
School Districts".

Much more limited requirements for private schools are focused on the purpose of the
schools to provide private or religious-based education and not to circumvent the state's
compulsory school attendance requirement, with additional requirements for curriculum and hours
of instruction. Private schools that participate in the Milwaukee and Racine parental choice
programs, however, must meet the requirements for private schools as well as other statutory
requirements specific to the programs, which are mostly found in s. 119.23 of the statutes for the
Milwaukee program and s. 118.60 for the program for other eligible districts, under which the
Racine program operates and which could be expanded to other districts under the Governor's
2013-15 biennial budget bill. These two sections, which are substantially similar, cover pupil
eligibility for the programs, payments to schools in the programs, the requirements of schools in
the program, and the reasons for which schools can be barred from participating in the programs.



Requirements that apply to choice schools are identified in this office’s January, 2013,
Informational Paper #26, "Milwaukee and Racine Parental Choice Programs.”

The attachment provides an overview of the major statutory requirements for public school
districts and for private schools in the Milwaukee and Racine parental choice programs. The
attachment is not intended to be a comprehensive listing of all of the provisions governing the two
systems. Rather, it is intended to highlight the major similarities and differences in state law
regarding the operations of the two systems.

We hope this information is helpful. Please contact us if you have further questions.

RK/L.M/sas
Attachment
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