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68th Assembly District  • E-Update
Welcome to my office’s first E-Update!  In order to better communicate with residents of the 68th Assembly District my office will be sending out a weekly e-update. They will consist of a variety of topics, all with the goal of keeping you updated on the work I am doing in Madison on your behalf. Please feel free to forward them to your friends, family and neighbors and encourage them to sign up as well simply by e-mailing me at Rep.Bernier@legis.wi.gov with the subject “Subscribe”. If you do not wish to receive the newsletter, send a message to the same e-mail address with “Remove” in the subject line.

First Month in Office

It has been an exciting and busy month getting used to my new duties and responsibilities as your State Representative. 
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The legislature has been called into Special Session by Governor Scott Walker to address the economic crisis in Wisconsin and this has been the focus of our first several weeks in office. This Special Session puts our state on the right track towards addressing the economic woes plaguing our state. I feel confident that these policies are strong first steps in creating an environment for the creation of good paying, stable jobs in our community.

Included in the Special Session were four pieces of legislation to improve economic development options in Wisconsin.

Special Session Assembly Bill 1 (SS-AB 1) will assist in reducing frivolous lawsuits and improving our litigation environment while still protecting the rights of people to take action in cases of legitimate abuse and neglect.

I also supported legislation to make health savings accounts, HSAs, more affordable and accessible by creating a 6.5 percent, nonrefundable individual income tax deduction for HSAs that can be deducted or exempted from federal income taxes. This legislation provides options to employees so they can make their own choices regarding health care.

The final two pieces of legislation will provide a two-year income and franchise tax credit or deduction to businesses that relocate in Wisconsin and increase funding to the Economic Development Tax Credit by $25 million. These policies help show that Wisconsin is a great place for small businesses and job creation and that we welcome the opportunities provided by employers wishing to settle in our state.

There is no doubt our state is facing serious challenges. Immediate action must be taken to put Wisconsin back to work and I am proud to have voted for legislation supporting job creation in our community.

My Office is Here to Serve You

Please feel free to contact my office with any concerns, questions or assistance that you may need related to state government. I welcome hearing your opinions on legislation that is being considered in the legislature and will do my best to assist you with any issues you are having with the State of Wisconsin. You can contact the office through e-mail at Rep.Bernier@legis.wi.gov or by phone at 608-266-9172.

My legislative assistant, Kate, will be available when I am not to discuss any concerns or questions you have. 

Tax Season
Tax season has arrived and many of you are getting ready to prepare your 2010 tax return. I would like to remind you that the Wisconsin Department of Revenue offers a free online service for filing your state income tax return called WI e-file. There are videos and tips available to assist you in preparing your return. You can access WI e-file through the Department of Revenue’s website at: http://revenue.wi.gov
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