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BY DENEEN SMITH
dsmith@kenoshanews.com

A Kenosha grocery store 
is facing a sixth lawsuit for 
the salmonella outbreak 
that sickened as many as 70 
people last year.

Seattle-based attorney 
Marler Clark, a special-
ist on litigation involving 
foodborne illness, fi led the 
lawsuit against Supermer-
cado Los Corrales, 3933 52nd 
St., Tuesday on behalf of 13 
plaintiffs. His fi rm is now 
representing 35 people in cas-
es against the store related to 
the outbreak.

The latest suit involves six 
families who were sickened 

after eating pork carnitas 
purchased from the store 
between May 8 and 11, 2015.

There are 16 plaintiffs 
in the four other suits fi led 
against Los Corrales, all 
related to the salmonella 
outbreak.

Among the plaintiffs in the 
latest lawsuit are an 8-year-
old girl from Kenosha; a 
10-year-old boy from Wauke-
gan, Ill.; a family of fi ve 
from Kenosha, including 17-, 
14- and 10-year-old children; 
a family from Sturtevant, in-
cluding an 11-year-old boy; a 
pregnant woman from Mount 
Pleasant; and a 25-year-old 
woman from Waukegan.

Many of the people af-
fected became ill after eating 
carnitas purchased at the 
store at family gatherings for 
Mother’s Day.

The 25-year-old woman, 
Guadalupe Silva, a day-
care worker, missed nearly 
20 days of work, none of it 
covered by sick days, because 
she was considered by health 
offi cials to be a contamina-
tion risk at the day-care 
facility. Once she was able 
to return to work, her hours 
were cut.

“I would not wish this 
situation on anyone, and I 
know these things don’t just 
happen. They happen be-
cause people are not careful 
and clean with their food,” 
Silva said in a statement 
included in legal documents. 
“I have no grudge or anger 
toward the owners of the 
establishment. I would just 
like to be compensated for so 

many days I had to miss from 
work.”

The outbreak was linked 
by laboratory testing to carni-
tas sold in the prepared food 
area of the grocery. As many 

as 70 people became ill in the 
outbreak, with salmonella 
confi rmed in laboratory tests 
of 35 individuals. A number 
of people involved needed to 
be hospitalized.

Salmonella is a bacterial 
infection of the small intes-
tine, typically spread through 
food or water contaminated 
with feces. Although many 
people with salmonella infec-
tion have no symptoms, oth-
ers develop diarrhea, fever 
and abdominal cramps for 
about 72 hours. People with 
the infection can become 
severely dehydrated and need 
hospitalization.

After health department 
investigators linked the 
outbreak through testing to 
Supermercado Los Corrales 
the food preparation area of 
the store was closed for about 
a month. 

Mark Melotik, environ-
mental health manager for 
the Kenosha  County Health 
Department, said the store 
has been inspected twice 
since reopening and no 
further problems have been 
found.

Lawsuits mount in salmonella case
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The Supermercado Los Corrales grocery store, 3933 
52nd St., has been hit with numerous lawsuit since a 
salmonella outbreak was traced to the store last year.

Kenosha grocery facing 
litigation over outbreak

BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI
jzampanti@kenoshanews.com

A 57-year-old Kenosha 
man involved in a three-hour 
standoff after allegedly fi ring 
seven bullets into a local resi-
dence, has been charged with 
multiple felonies and ordered 
to appear at a competency 
hearing.

Peter A. Martinez was 
issued a $10,000 cash bond on 
Wednesday. He was charged 
with endangering safety by 
reckless use of a fi rearm, 
second-degree recklessly 
endangering safety by use of 
a dangerous weapon, posses-
sion of a fi rearm after having 
been found not guilty of a 
felony by reason of mental 
disease or defect and ob-
structing an offi cer.

Shots fi red
Kenosha Police responded 

to a residence in the 1600 
block of 54th Street around 6 
a.m. Monday for a report of 
shots fi red. 

Offi cers returned to the 
house around 1 p.m. when 
a neighbor said he noticed 
several bullet holes in his 
interior walls and damage to 
a television, according to the 
criminal complaint.

The man told offi cers there 
were eight people inside the 
house when he heard numer-
ous “booms” around 5:30 a.m. 
Monday. Nobody was injured 

inside the house.
According to the criminal 

complaint, as offi cers began 
photographing shell casings 
near the neighbor’s van, the 
vehicle began rocking back 
and forth. 

Martinez was inside 
the van and said he would 
“knock out the offi cer’s teeth” 
if he didn’t leave him alone. 

He later identifi ed him-
self as an off-duty agent, a 
member of the military and a 
former president.

Kenosha County Tactical 

Response Team responded at 
3:30 p.m. and safely removed 
Martinez from the vehicle 
around 6 p.m. 

According to police, 
Martinez was stunned with a 
Taser and taken to a nearby 
hospital for non-life threaten-
ing injuries.

Police said it recovered 
a loaded semi-automatic 
handgun underneath several 
blankets in the van.

Martinez is scheduled 
to appear at a competency 
hearing on April 14.

Man faces 
charges 
after 
standoff
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Peter Martinez is led away from the scene after a three-hour standoff with authorities 
on Monday in the 1600 block of 54th Street. He is facing multiple felony charges.

BY BILL GUIDA
bguida@kenoshanews.com

A Brookfi eld-based compa-
ny has been identifi ed as the 
installer of a faulty rubber-
ized safety fl oor for Kenosha’s 
Dream Playground.

MJD’s Property Solutions 
LLC was the subcontractor 

for the work, 
hired by con-
tractor Magill 
Construction 
Co. Inc. of Elk-
horn, according 
to Kenosha 

Assistant City Attorney Mat-
thew Knight.

The fl ooring, a key 
component of the $1 million, 
15,000-square-foot, handi-
capped-accessible playground 
now appears  faulty, unsafe 
and prematurely worn six 
months after the playground 
opened.

The city awarded Magill 
a $390,000 contract for work 
at Petzke Park, 1700 29th St., 
where the playground was 
built primarily by volunteers 
in late summer and early fall.

Magill’s contract partly 
included installing the play-
ground surface.

The playground was closed 
March 18 after the fl oor failed 
safety standards for falls risk-
ing head injuries. 

Calls by the Kenosha News 
have not been returned by 
Magill or MJD’s. 

The MJD’s website pro-
motes landscaping design and 
services but does not mention 
poured, rubber fl ooring. 

However, such surfaces 
are prominent on the website 
of AdventureTURF, which 
shares the same Brookfi eld 
mailing address and phone 
number as MJD’s. MJD’s lists 
Mike Dallmann as the owner 

and “dallmann” forms part 
of AdventureTURF’s email 
address.

AdventureTURF features 
several photographs of Keno-
sha’s Dream Playground on 
its website.

When the Kenosha News 
photographed two workers 
installing the fl ooring Sept. 
16, they identifi ed themselves 
as employees of American 
Safety Surfaces, an Ohio-
based company specializing 
in poured, rubber fl oors. Of 
two phone numbers listed 
on the company website, one 
came up disconnected Tues-
day. The other repeatedly 
rang busy.

Meanwhile, MJD’s was 
also the contractor for a 
poured, rubberized fl oor 
for a similar playground in 
Franklin, dubbed Kayla’s 
Playground. 

“The bid was awarded 
consistent with state statutes, 
and we had no basis nor con-
cern relative to their ability,” 
Franklin Director of Admin-
istration Mark Luberda said 
Tuesday, stressing Franklin 
has had no problem with the 
company.

Kayla’s Playground opened 
about the same time as the 
Dream Playground. It shows 
premature wear in spots but 
not as pronounced as that 
of the Dream Playground 
surface. 

“I don’t know precisely 
when it was fi rst noticed, 
but we are aware of isolated 
areas,” Luberda said. “It’s not 
the whole surface.”

When complete, it will be 
tested for fall height safety 
standards, he added.

MJD’s has been responsive 
to Franklin offi cials, accord-
ing to Luberda.

Brookfi eld company 
named as installer of  
faulty playground fl oor
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Peter Martinez appears in 
court Tuesday.

Shooting report leads 
to van confrontation

BY JILL TATGE-ROZELL
jrozell@kenoshanews.com

MADISON — A profound sense 
of satisfaction came over Chris-
tina Walker and her daughter Mia 
Wednesday as they watched Gov. 
Scott Walker sign a bill into law.

That law makes taking clandes-
tine images of children — like those 
taken by a hidden video camera in a 
locker at a Pleasant Prairie recre-
ation center — a felony. 

It is a law they fought to get passed 
after they discovered the hidden 
video camera in the women’s locker 
room at the RecPlex. The ensuing 
investigation uncovered more than 
200 hours of video from multiple lo-
cations, involving countless victims.

Mia was 10 at the time. When the 
Walkers learned the charges against 
the perpetrators would be no differ-

ent than if Mia were an adult, they 
felt motivated to change the law.  

“I started to tear up because I 
just knew that this is something we 
worked hard for,” Christina said 
after the signing. “I knew from the 
minute I found out the law did not 
protect children that I would not stop 
until something was changed.”

Mia, who was 11 when she testifi ed 
on behalf of the bill, said Wednesday 
that seeing it signed into law was 
“amazing.”

“I felt like I made a difference,” 
Mia, now 12, said. “My main reason 
for speaking up is that I never want-
ed another child to feel the same way 
I felt. I am hoping that this stronger 
penalty will prevent another child 
from being a victim.”

Christina credited the Pleasant 
Prairie Police Department, the Keno-

sha County District Attorney’s Offi ce 
and authors of the bill, Rep. Saman-
tha Kerkman, R-Salem, and Sen. Van 
Wanggaard, R-Racine, for helping 
them accomplish their goal.

‘A different world’
“It’s a different world than when 

these statutes were fi rst written,” 
Kerkman said.  “Digital camera 
technology makes it all too easy for 
perpetrators to capture clandestine 
images, and the Internet provides a 
truly frightening potential lifespan 
for those illicit nude photos and 
videos. Our children deserve better 
protections against those who seek to 
exploit them.”

Act 320 increases the penalty for 
taking nude or partially nude photos 
or videos of a minor from a Class B 
misdemeanor (up to $1,000 and/or 90 
days in jail) to a Class I felony (up to 
$10,000 and/or up to 3.5 years).

It increases the penalty for taking 

photos or videos of nude or partially 
nude adults in a locker room from 
a Class B misdemeanor to a Class A 
misdemeanor (up to $10,000 and/or 
up to 9 months in jail). 

If the perpetrator also distributes 
the photos or videos, the penalties in-
crease from a Class A misdemeanor 
to a Class I felony for adult victims, 
and from a Class A misdemeanor to 
a Class H felony (up to $10,000 and/or 
up to 6 years) for minor victims. 

Additionally, for all other types of 
invasion of privacy offenses and cap-

turing nudity offenses, the penalties 
are increased by one level of severity 
when the victim is a minor.  

“These actions are reprehensible, 
but become even more despicable 
when these videos are taken of 
children,” Wanggaard said. “Our 
children cannot protect themselves, 
and this bill stiffens penalties to 
help shield Wisconsin children from 
predators. 

“People have got to know it is not 
something they are going to get away 
with.”

Family celebrates signing of  bill

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Christina Walker, left, and her daughter Mia are shown testifying 
about fi nding a hidden video camera in a locker room at the RecPlex. 
At right are state Sen. Van Wanggaard, R-Racine, and state Rep. Sa-
mantha Kerkman, R-Salem.

Law increases penalty for hidden cameras
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