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The mother of a child who was se-
cretly videotaped in a locker room 
made an impassioned plea this 
week for stiffer penalties in such 
crimes when children are involved. 

Christina Walker testifi ed before 
the Senate Committee on Judiciary 
and Public Safety in support of Sen-
ate Bill 452, which would add an en-
hancer to the charge when a child’s 
privacy has been invaded in this way. 

The “locker room bill,” as it is 
called, was introduced by Rep. 
Samantha Kerkman, R-Salem, and 
co-sponsored by Sen. Van Wang-
gaard, R-Racine, and Sen. Robert 
Wirch, D-Somers, in response to the 
clandestine taping of women and 
children at the Rec Plex, as well as 
in a hotel room and in the locker 
room at the headquarters of Uline 
in Pleasant Prairie. 

“Completely by accident, I dis-
covered two cameras in the sanctity 
and safety of the women’s locker 
room,” Walker recalled.

Video of her nude, 10-year-old 

daughter was found on the tape.
“We were left with a shattered 

sense of safety,” she said. “I had to 
explain things to a young child that 
no mother should have to. . .”

When she learned that the 
charges to be fi led would be the 
same regardless if the victims were 
adults or children, “I thought to my-
self, ‘This can’t be right. It just can’t 
be,’” she told committee members. 

Kerkman said the bill aims to “in-
crease the penalty for all invasions 
of privacy and capture of nudity 
offenses when the victim is under 18 
years old.”

“It was a shock to our community 
and one that highlighted a need to 
stiffen penalties for locker-room 
specifi c crimes,” Kerkman said. 
“The harm in this incident clearly 
shows we need to increase penalties 
for this behavior.”

Kerkman said the bill is also ap-
propriately timed as the Legislature 
has been working on laws related 
to the invasion of privacy that are 
the result of new technology. The 
cameras used in the incident were 

tiny, high-tech devices.
“The Legislature recently up-

dated the state’s laws on invasions 
of privacy and depicting nudity 
with up-skirting and revenge-porn 
crimes, so it is appropriate to re-
view penalties across these sections 
of the statutes,” Kerkman wrote in 
a statement.

Countless other victims
Pleasant Prairie Police Chief 

David Smetana told the committee 
the victims were as young as 6 years 
old. While 47 victims were identifi ed, 
there were countless other victims 

who could not be identifi ed in thou-
sands of hours of footage captured 
by the perpetrators, he said.

Karl Landt, 37, of Waukegan, Ill., 
and Melissa Wenckebach, 28, of 
Pleasant Prairie, en-
tered guilty pleas to 
47 counts each, which 
came with the pos-
sibility of 70.5 years 
in prison.

Landt was given 
12 years in prison, 
followed by 61 years 
of supervised release. 
He must also register 
as a sex offender. Wenckebach was 

sentenced to six years in prison, 
followed by 12 years supervision. 
Wenckebach must also register as a 
sex offender registry 
and was given 15 
years probation on 
charges for which 
sentencing was 
witheld due to a plea 
agreement.

The victim’s 
mother clarifi ed for 
committee members 
that although Wencke-
bach and Landt were 
charged with and convicted of mul-
tiple felony offenses, it was due to 
the number of victims, not their age.

Currently, taking photos or video 
of a nude or partially nude person 
in a locker room is a Class B Misde-
meanor with a maximum penalty 
of $1,000 fi ne or up to 90 days in jail 
or both. The penalty is the same for 
both adult and child victims.

Senate Bill 452 would increase 
those penalties to a Class A misde-
meanor in cases with adult victims 
— $10,000, up to 9 months, or both 
— and to a Class I felony when the 
victim is a child — $10,000, up to 3.5 
years, or both.

The Assembly companion bill, 
AB 566 is scheduled to be consid-
ered next week by the Assembly 
Committee on Criminal Justice and 
Public Safety.

Measure would hike penalties 
for high-tech peeping on kids

‘Locker room bill’ backed locally
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Rep. Samantha Kerkman R-Salem, right, introduced the “locker room” 
legislation. Joining her in local testimony at the public hearing was 
Pleasant Prairie Police Chief David Smetana, left, and Christina Walk-
er, a parent of one of the children videotaped in the RecPlex case.
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The 25-year-old Twin Lakes man 
accused of causing catastrophic inju-
ries to his girlfriend’s father with a 
baseball bat faces the possibility of 20 
years in prison.

Alexander Garcia was charged 
with aggravated battery with a 
dangerous weapon, a felony, and 
disorderly conduct on Friday. He will 
remain in jail under a $25,000 cash 
bond.

On or about Dec. 25, Garcia alleg-
edly beat Thomas Eppers Sr. so hard 
that the left side of his face was “two 
to three times” its normal size when 
Kenosha County Sheriff’s deputies 
found him early Christmas morn-
ing seated unconscious in a chair, 
according to the criminal complaint. 
Eppers’  eyes were swollen shut and 
his face was bleeding.

According to the court documents, 
when deputies entered the residence 
in Pebble Beach Court around 2:30 
a.m. they found Garcia nearly naked 
and covered in blood. He was at-
tempting to hold Eppers upright.

Garcia reportedly initially told in-
vestigators that he woke up and found 
Eppers on the fl oor bleeding. When 
questioned, Garcia seemed “highly 

intoxicated” and “could barely com-
pose himself.” He said the blood on 
his body was from him leaning over 
Eppers to “comfort him.” 

But when he left to shower in the 
bathroom, his girlfriend reportedly 
found scratches and cuts on his hand 
and told him “You did this!” She said 

the victim and Garcia had a violent 
history, and that on an earlier occa-
sion in La Crosse the defendant drank 
too much and got in a fi ght with Ep-
pers. She said that fi ght ended when 
Garcia was thrown in a river.

But on Dec. 27, while being inter-
viewed in the Kenosha County Jail, 

Garcia reportedly said he could not 
remember the incident, but agreed 
that the injuries to his hands were 
consistent with having an altercation. 

“There had been a history of vio-
lence between these two men in the 
past,” said assistant district attorney 
Andrew Burgoyne during a prelimi-
nary hearing on Friday afternoon. “A 
baseball bat was found out of place in 
the garage and it had blood on it. ... It 
appears that the defendant repeatedly 
struck Mr. Eppers Sr. with a baseball 
bat in the face and in the torso.”

Signifi cant brain injuries
On Dec. 25, Eppers was transported 

via Flight for Life to Aurora Memo-
rial Hospital in Burlington and then 
fl own to Froedtert Hospital in Wau-
watosa, where he remains.

Eppers sustained signifi cant trau-
matic brain injuries; it is likely he 
will require assistance with daily liv-
ing for the rest of his life. He also re-
quires facial reconstructive surgery, 
but will not be able to undergo that 
until he recovers from pneumonia 
and brain swelling ceases, prosecu-
tors said.

Garcia will appear in court Jan. 15 
for a preliminary hearing.

Twin Lakes man charged in baseball bat beating
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Alexander Garcia, left, appears in intake court on Dec. 28. Formal 
charges were fi led in court on Friday accusing Garcia in the beating of 
the father of his girlfriend. His attorney is at right.
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Twelve teens were is-

sued citations for underage 
drinking at Somers House 
Tavern, 1548 Sheridan 
Road, early Friday morn-
ing. 

During a tavern check 
conducted around 1 a.m., 
Kenosha County Sheriff’s 
deputies reportedly spot-
ted about a dozen men 
and women attempting to 
fl ee the premises and hide 
from law enforcement. 

Many, if not all, the 
teens are Carthage College 
students who live in the 
dorms, according to depu-
ties. A total of 17 citations 
were issued. 

Individuals cited
■ Nicholas Szykowny, 

19, of Chicago: obstruct-
ing an offi cer; underage 
drinking

■ Brady Ryan, 18, of 
Forest Park, Ill.: obstruct-
ing an offi cer; underage 
drinking

■ Jacob Petraitis, 18, of 
Chicago, obstructing an of-
fi cer; underage drinking

■ Xavier Borgos, 19, of 
Chicago, obstructing an 
offi cer; underage drinking; 
using a fraudulent identi-
fi cation

■ Rafael Flores, 18, of 
Chicago: underage drink-
ing

■ Crosley Duckmann, 
19, of Des Plaines, Ill.: 
underage drinking

■ Ryan Kramer, 19, of 
Chicago: underage drink-
ing

■ Myles Farley, 19, of 
Downers Grove, Ill.: under-
age drinking

■ Andrew Gonzalez, 
18, of Chicago: underage 
drinking

■ Allison Cipra, 18, 
of Western Springs, Ill.: 
underage drinking

■ Margaret Masterson, 
18, of La Grange Park, Ill.: 
underage drinking

■ Hannah Guinn, 18, 
of Clarendon Hills, Ill.: 
underage drinking

 The Somers Vil-
lage Board renewed the 
tavern’s liquor license in 
June. The board had debat-
ed the renewal, citing the 
number of calls for service 
to the tavern fi elded from 
the Sheriff’s Department. 
Neighbors had expressed 
concern over loud noise 
and underage drinking.

Teens cited
for Somers 
House 
drinking
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Fleeting fl ight
Making the most of the brief mild spell of recent days, Aaron Good toss-
es a chip shot at the basket on the disc golf course at UW-Parkside on 
Thursday. After temperatures that reached nearly 40 degrees on Friday, 

a renewed cold snap is coming. Today’s high will be 36, and by Tuesday 
the low is expected to plunge to 3 degrees. See the detailed weather 
forecast on Page B8.


