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EARLY VOTING
Tens of thousands of Wisconsin residents have al-
ready cast early ballots before Tuesday’s election.
Here are some things to know if you intend to do so:

In Milwaukee, residents can cast ballots at the
Frank P. Zeidler Municipal Building, 841 N. Broadway,
on Friday from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m., when early voting
in the city ends for this election.

Elsewhere in Wisconsin, early voting ends at 5
p.m. Friday, or at the close of business, whichever is
later.

Early voting is no longer allowed on weekends.

You can find your clerk at myvote.wi.gov.

Turnout, so far: More than 205,000 absentee
ballots cast in state through Wednesday. 1B
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Armor not used to deliver citation
The day after a Journal Sentinel story about an ar-
mored vehicle being used by Marathon County au-
thorities to enforce a civil judgment against a 75-year-
old man, the man is cited for disorderly conduct. 1B

OBITUARY

Schneider’s work
helped lead to Google
Hans Schneider (right), whose work as a
research mathematician at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison contrib-
uted to the development of the Google
search engine, dies at age 87. 1B

SPORTS

Packers haven’t always stood pat
In the spirit of in-season acquisitions up to midseason,
here’s a list of the beneficial moves made by Green
Bay in the last 25 years. Bob McGinn, Sports

NATION

Man wanted in
trooper ambush
captured
Eric Frein (right), accused of
killing a Penn-
sylvania State
trooper and seri-
ously injuring
another during an
ambush outside
police barracks in
September, is
arrested after a
seven-week hunt. 3A

Plane crashes
at Kansas airport
A small plane loses power after
takeoff and crashes into a build-
ing while trying to return to a
Wichita, Kan., airport, killing
four people. 3A
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DemocraticcandidateforgovernorandformerTrek
BicycleexecutiveMaryBurkehitbackhardThursday
againstclaimsbyotherformerexecutivesthatshewas
forcedout of the family company in1993.
At a campaign stop in PortWashington, Burke said

the claims are being made by disgruntled former col-
leagues who want to help
GOPGov. ScottWalker.
“These are complete lies,

fabrications. Tom (Albers)
had an ax to grind, Gary El-
lerman has an ax to grind
withTrek,”Burkesaid,nam-
ing the two former Trek em-
ployees who have spoken
publicly.
“It shows Scott Walker is not going to stop at any-

thing.He isa careerpoliticianwhowill doanything to
win an election, including lies, smears, dragging a
greatWisconsin company through themud.”
At his own campaign stop in Sheboygan, Walker

ELECTION 2014 RACE FOR GOVERNOR

Editorial: 10A

Please see ELECTION, 7A

Burke
hits back
at firing
claim
Former Trek employees had
‘an ax to grind,’ candidate says
By JASON STEIN and BILL GLAUBER
jstein@journalsentinel.com

ANTI-OBAMA
COMMENTS
Former Trek exec’s
Facebook page full of
crude posts. Daniel
Bice, 6A

W hat if you could build a school from scratch,
incorporate everything you thought neces-
sary to launch children on a path to highly

productive adulthood, and notworry about the price
tag?
That never happens in education.
Unless a benefactor underwrites the cost because

he’s committed to the idea of creating a very specific
type of school—which is exactlywhat’s happening in
WaukeshaCounty.
Meet BrianNahey, the CEOof Pewaukee-based

Venturedyne, a firm that owns andmanages industri-
almanufacturing companies. Andmeet Christian
Education LeadershipAcademy, the Pewaukee-based
private, religious schoolNahey andhiswife, Nancy,
aim to establish.
CELA is scheduled to open in the fall of 2015, with

plans to eventually serve 400 students in kindergar-
ten through eighth grade. An event to celebrate its
constructionwas held Tuesday at the school site, near
the intersection of Ryan St. andHighway16 in the
City of Pewaukee.
Plans call for a large building—170,000 square feet,

about the size of a large department store. The
planned amenities are impressive: recording studios,

A school being built in Pewaukee is altering the education landscape

MICHAEL SEARS / MSEARS@JOURNALSENTINEL.COM

The planned Christian Education Leadership Academy is under construction at Ryan St. near Highway 16 in the City of Pewaukee. The school is
scheduled to open in fall 2015 and eventually could serve 400 students in kindergarten through eighth grade.
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“We’re looking
at having an
incredible
impact. We
are going to
try new ways
to educate.”

Brian Nahey
CEO of Pewaukee-based

Venturedyne

Benefactors back Christian school
By ERIN RICHARDS
erichards@journalsentinel.com

Please see EDUCATION, 8A

Scott Panetti, a Hayward native whose
death row case drew national attention
around the issue of protecting the rights
ofmentally ill defendants,hasbeensched-
uled to die by lethal injection Dec. 3 in
Texas.

Panetti, 56, has won stays of exe-
cutionbefore.Hewasaday frombe-
ing executed in 2004 when that or-
der was stopped. The new execu-
tion date was made public Thurs-
day.
In 2007, the U.S. Supreme Court

overturned Panetti’s death sen-
tence for the murder of his wife’s
parents 15 years earlier. The court
found that Panetti had insufficient under-
standingofwhyhewasbeingput todeath.
Panetti said he believed hewas being exe-

cuted not for the killings but for
preaching the Gospel to his fellow
death row inmates.
The 5-4 ruling was considered a

rebuke of the lower court’s deci-
sion, but it stopped short of estab-
lishing a new standard for compe-
tency.
Panetti’s case later was sent

back to court to re-evaluate wheth-
er he was sane enough to execute. The

State native’s execution date set
Man with psychiatric
history killed in-laws
By MEG KISSINGER
mkissinger@journalsentinel.com

Please see EXECUTION, 7A

Panetti

A Wisconsin lawmaker wants to grant
state regulators new authority to discipline
local property assessors who run afoul of
state laws.
The proposal is one of several ideas aimed

at improving the quality and fairness of
property assessments in communities
across the state.
A Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

investigation this month found assessors in
dozens of communities across the state are
doing “poor” work by the state’s own stan-
dards. The analysis found that in some cases
20% or more of the tax levy in a community

is being paid by the wrong people. And the
state does little to rectify the disparities.
In one instance, the state found

misconduct by a company’s assessors but
did not revoke its certification. Department
of Revenue officials say revocation is a “last
resort”— and that they don’t have any steps
short of revocation they can take.
The state has not revoked a license in at

least the past decade.
State Rep. Samantha Kerkman (R-Salem)

said she plans to introduce legislation next
year that will allow the state Department of
Revenue to suspend an assessor’s certifica-
tion for negligence, misconduct or incompe-
tence for up to 12 months.
“We tried to find a middle ground for as-

sessors who might have had some challeng-
es,” Kerkman said in an interview.

TROUBLE WITH TAXES A JOURNAL SENTINEL WATCHDOG UPDATE

Assessor oversight sought
Lawmaker seeks authority for
state to discipline wrongdoers
By KEVIN CROWE
and RAQUEL RUTLEDGE
kcrowe@journalsentinel.com

Please see ASSESSORS, 8A
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End bunion, heel spurEnd bunion, heel spur
and hammer toe pain fast!and hammer toe pain fast!

WITH FLUOROSCOPIC MICRO SURGERY

SURGEON is past president of The Academy of Ambulatory Foot and Ankle Surgery.
ALSO, Board Certified by the American Board of Podiatric Surgery.

ALSO, American Board of Ambulatory Foot Surgery.

Most patients go to work the day after surgery!Most patients go to work the day after surgery!

Over 40%40% of our patients are referred to us by a patient
who has had bunion, heel spur, or hammer toe surgery
at Northwest Surgery Center, one of the oldest minimal

invasive surgery centers in the country.

A few go to work the same day!A few go to work the same day!

(The incision is 1/4”) Two visits to Milwaukee is all it takes.

Northwest Surgery CenterNorthwest Surgery Center
(a certified ambulatory surgical center)

Mayfair Mall Complex

You can have your bunions removed with possibly
little or no cost to you. Find out for yourself.

Give us a call for an appointment or a free consultation.

WISCONSIN & SURROUNDING STATES
CALL 1-800-873-1060 or 414-257-3322

Surgery Center's 19th Anniversary!

Mayfair Bank Tower (South) Suite #295
2300 N. Mayfair Road • Milwaukee, WI 53226

www.northwestsurgerycenter.com

Before

After

View video online atView video online at
www.northwestsurgerycenter.comwww.northwestsurgerycenter.com
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Waukesha’s Developing
Books Business

Book festivals celebrate writing. Waukesha County Executive Dan Vrakas meets
six up-and-coming Waukesha county writers who have beat the odds in the pub-
lishing world this year by receiving their first contracts. At the Festival they will
speak about their experiences in making that happen, and their books will be on
sale as well. Seated: Jim Landwehr, Vrakas, Kerry Crowley; Standing: Sandy
Goldsworthy, Kelly Risser, Michael Giorgio, Lynne Carol Austin. They all par-
ticipate in AllWriters’ Workplace & Workshop LLC, a Waukesha studio founded
and directed by Kathie Giorgio.

More than 75 Authors and Presenters
Talks, Readings, Panel Discussions, Interviews, Cookbook Stage,
Young Adult, Music, Exhibits, Book Sales and Signing, Food

FREE ADMISSION AND FREE PARKING
UNIVERSITY OFWISCONSIN-WAUKESHA l 1500 NORTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE l WAUKESHA, WI

www.sewibookfest.com
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ket.
She said she only recently

got permission from the city
government to do the full re-
valuation. Since properties
haven’t been assessed in so
long, there are many home-
owners paying either more
or less in taxes than they
should.
“The further away from a

revaluation you get, themore
inequities there are,” Giese
said.

Tried in January
Kerkman initially sought

co-sponsors for the legisla-
tion last January, but it
didn’t get traction.
“It’s one of those issues

that’s complicated,” she said.
“Unless you’ve been impact-
ed in your district by an as-
sessing problem, it’s hard to
relate to.”
Rob Henken, president of

the Public Policy Forum, a
Milwaukee-based nonparti-
san, nonprofit research orga-
nization, said his group is re-
searching consolidating as-
sessment work to perhaps
the county level to standar-
dize thework and increase ef-
ficiency.
“Wouldn’t it be nice if no

matter where you lived in
Milwaukee County you could
rely on the same type of as-
sessment criteria?” Henken
said. “Shouldn’t the same ap-
proach be used if you’re a
homeowner in Greendale vs.
a homeowner in Whitefish
Bay?”
But what about a statewide

system?
Montana moved to a state-

wide property valuation sys-
tem starting in the 1970s, said
Dan Bucks, former director
of that state’s Department of
Revenue.
“Part of the reason the

statewide system is done is
that prior under the local as-
sessment, there were some
games being played,” he said.
“There was some outright
corruption.”

Computer models
In Montana, state employ-

ees stationed in offices in
each county gather the prop-
erty data and submit it to a
system that is accessible to
the public. Then, computer
models use that data to calcu-
late assessments. The models
are regional and take into ac-
count some of the differences
in property types and mar-

kets across the state.
“It’s less costly because it’s

a statewide system, and it’s
more uniform,” Bucks said.
Bucks and his wife now

live in Milwaukee, and he
said he was surprised to see
the numbers of assessors in
Wisconsin doing “poor”
work, based on the Journal
Sentinel investigation.
“That really needs to be ad-

dressed,” he said. “You can’t
have those kinds of numbers.
It’s just unacceptable.”
However, he said, Wiscon-

sin is not atypical.
“I don’t think Wisconsin’s

difficulties are that unusual
for locally assessed systems.”

Seeking accuracy
Schwandt said he’d be in

favor of a system that creates
more uniformity and more
accuracy in property valua-
tions. Creating a county-level
or statewide system might
achieve that.
But, he said some local gov-

ernments are loath to relin-
quish that kind of control.
“With the number of mu-

nicipalities there is, there
are a large number of those
areas that want home rule,”
Schwandt said. “I’m not sure
what kind of reception that
would have this day in age.”

tial or commercial, is as-
sessed at 10% or more above
or below the full value.
Giese and other local offi-

cials around the state also
said more frequent revalua-
tions or market updates —
even annually — would go a
long way toward solving
some of the problems.
“It keeps people closer to

paying their fair share of tax-
es,” said Jeremiah Erickson,
the real property lister for
Monroe County. “It would
cost the municipality more,
butwho’s paying if you’re the
person who’s paying too
much (in property taxes), or
a person who’s paying too lit-
tle?”
Assessors are often put in a

tight spot: doing a full reval-
uation is expensive, and a
hard sell in municipalities
trying to save money.
“It comes down to fund-

ing,” said Russ Schwandt,
the municipal assessor for
the City of Green Bay and
president of the Wisconsin
Association of Assessing Of-
ficers.
Green Bay’s assessor’s of-

fice has five full-time employ-
ees and one contractor,
Schwandt said, down from 11
full-timers when he started
working there 15 years ago.
“Potholes and protective

services are a lot more visi-
ble than the assessor’s of-
fice,” he said.
Giese’s office in Wausau is

in the middle of doing a full
revaluation of properties in
the city, something it hasn’t
done since 2007 — near the
peak of the real estate mar-

Rocco Vita, an assessor in
Pleasant Prairie who worked
with Kerkman on crafting
the legislation, said state law
needs to give the department
some flexibility in how it can
deal with poor-performing
assessors.
“Suspension gives them a

little more room for things
like incompetence or negli-
gence,” Vita said.
In 2012, Department of Rev-

enue officials received a
complaint about a private as-
sessor’s work in German-
town.
They followed up on the

complaint — filed by a soft-
ware engineer who works for
a company affiliated with a
competing assessment firm
— and found “misconduct”
among Accurate Appraisal’s
assessors. Department offi-
cials cautioned the compa-

ny’s owners for changing val-
ues for individual properties
following sales, noting that it
is in “direct conflict” with
rules.
The department chose not

to pursue revocation against
Accurate’s assessors, citing
“no prior instances of this
misconduct on file,” accord-
ing to a January 2014 letter to
Germantown officials.
JimDanielson, co-owner of

Accurate, said the depart-
ment’s policies and state stat-
utes that call for assessors to
consider market value are in
conflict and that his compa-
ny’s work did not constitute
misconduct.
City of Wausau Assessor

Nanette Giese said she’s in
favor of giving state regula-
tors more power to deal with
assessors doing shoddy
work.
“They need to have a little

teeth,” she said.

Reducing years
Kerkman’s legislation

would also limit the number
of years a municipality’s as-
sessments can be “out of com-
pliance” from seven to six be-
fore the Department of Reve-
nue orders a supervised re-
valuation. A municipality is
deemed out of compliance
when one of its major classes
of property, such as residen-

Read the investigation
To read the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel’s investigation into
problems in property assessments,
and to search a parcel-by-parcel
maps of residential properties in
southeastern Wisconsin, go to
jsonline.com/assessments.
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Flexibility
sought in
discipline

“Wouldn’t it be nice if no matter where
you lived in Milwaukee County you
could rely on the same type of
assessment criteria?”

Rob Henken, president of the Public Policy Forum,
which hopes to standardize assessment work

large common spaces for students
and teachers, conference areas for
visiting educators, a 25,000-square-
foot athletic facility featuring an
indoor tennis court, batting cages,
a golf driving range and an 850-seat

chapel designed to serve as a fine
arts center.
“We’re looking at having an

incredible impact,” Nahey said.
“We are going to try newways to
educate.”
Nahey bought the property site

and is paying for its development
and construction as a donation to
the school, but he declined to dis-
close even a ballpark figure for
costs.
He also demurred on tuition fees,

saying they would probably be less
than the tuition at University
School — $9,000 to $21,000 a year—
but more than Brookfield Academy
— $8,000 to $17,000 a year.
Why would a single family invest

so much into one school?
Nahey said he has a good reason:

He’s long beenmotivated— as a
child, and as a parent — by the idea
of a private school dedicated to
creating smart, well-prepared lead-
ers with Christian morals such as
respect and responsibility, service
and faith.
Other high-profile players in-

volved includeMichael Uden, the
dean of Concordia University
Wisconsin’s School of Education,
and Andrew Neumann, head of the
fast-growing HOPE Christian
School voucher network inMil-
waukee and a public charter school
network around the country.
Uden said the vision for CELA

was in keeping with the vision at
the Mequon campus of Concordia
University, affiliated with the Luth-
eran Church-Missouri Synod, and

its school of education. The school
could provide new opportunities
for collaboration, he said.
For example, a yearlong resi-

dency program could have Concor-
dia students serve as interns at the
school, or Concordia might offer
special scholarships to attract
strong candidates as the school’s
future leaders.
The idea is that CELAwill exper-

iment with newways to educate,
without being bound by the rules of
public schools, or limits on funding
for resources. With capital expens-
es covered, fundraising and tuition
fees can go toward staff salaries
and scholarships, Nahey said.
“Whatever the cost is to do it

right, we are donating as our com-
mitment to making this a success,”

he said.
Nahey thinks the school could be

a model to other public and private
educators because it will have a
focus on technology and a focus on
sharing best practices.
“We hope to have space where

the community can come in,” he
said.
He said he does not envision the

school applying for public funding
to accept students through the
statewide voucher program be-
cause he wanted it to operate free of
government rules.
The school is now recruiting staff

and teachers.
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Christian
values are
part of plan

On the web
For information on the Christian Education
Leadership Academy, go to celaedu.org.
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