Comparison of Kerkman/Olsen LRB3062 Suspension of Assessor Certification and Marklein/Novak DOR Technical Update Bill which includes provisions related to suspending or revoking an assessor’s certification.  

Chapters 70-79 of the Wisconsin Statutes address taxation.  
Chapter 73 is titled Tax appeals commission and department of revenue
73.09 specifically is titled Assessor certification
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	73.09 (7) (a)
	DOR secretary may revoke an assessor’s certification for using fraud or deceit in obtaining certification or for any negligence, incompetence, or misconduct.
	Same, but adds suspending a certification for up to 12 months 

(“…may suspend for up to 12
months or revoke the certification of any assessor,…”)
	

	73.09 (7)(c)
	Regarding notifying an “expert appraiser” of a hearing and the charges against them.  
	Updates language from “expert appraiser” to “individual charged” 
	

	73.09 (7)(d)
	After a hearing, if the DOR secretary determines that there is just cause for a revocation, the secretary shall revoke and notify the expert appraiser that their certification has been revoked.  

The expert appraiser shall return their certificate to the secretary immediately.  
	Adds suspension to the actions that can be taken 

(“…suspend or revoke, as appropriate…”

Updates language from “expert appraiser” to “individual charged”
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	







Date: November 20, 2015

Re: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 2154/2 – DOR Technical Update Bill

Deadline: 5:00 PM on Tuesday, December 1st 


We are introducing LRB 2154/2 at the request of the Department of Revenue, which makes several technical changes and updates to tax laws and DOR administration that will reduce taxpayer burden, update outdated tax statutes, and direct underperforming property assessors to meet expected standards.  The provisions of LRB 2154/2 are either technical in nature or federalize IRC provisions that Congress has passed in the last six months.  Each provision has either no or a minimal fiscal effect.  
Taxpayers benefitting from the changes in LRB 2154/2 include: home owners and home buyers, injured federal law enforcement and their families, and certain small businesses with a short fiscal year during the five-year amortization catch-up currently underway.  Additionally, this bill has the endorsement of the Wisconsin Association of Assessment Officers.

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Senator Marklein’s office at 6-0703 or Representative Novak’s office at 6-7502.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill makes technical changes to current law regarding tax administration, including all of the following:

1. The bill provides a definition for “person” for purposes of administering petroleum products inspections and the taxes imposed on motor vehicle fuel, alternate fuel, general aviation fuel, beverages, cigarettes, and tobacco products. The bill defines “person” to include any individual, sole proprietorship, partnership, limited liability company, corporation, or association. In addition, the bill specifies that a single−owner entity that is disregarded as a separate entity for income tax purposes is disregarded as a separate entity for purposes of administering the petroleum products inspections and the various taxes.

2. The bill allows a local assessor to receive information from the Department of Revenue (DOR) regarding utility property located in a taxing jurisdiction so that the assessor may determine whether the property is subject to the state imposed license fees or to local property taxes.

3. The bill removes obsolete references to the transitional adjustment fee, the gift tax, the woodland tax, and the license fees imposed on sleeping car companies and express companies.

4. The bill eliminates the requirement that a person who receives a conveyance of real property upon the death of the property owner file a real estate transfer fee return. Current law exempts such a conveyance from the real estate transfer fee.

5. The bill allows a person who has a material interest in a property to examine a tax warrant issued for that property in order to obtain the outstanding liability secured by the tax warrant.

6. The bill makes technical changes to county and special district sales and use taxes imposed on the lease or rental of motor vehicles, boats, recreational vehicles, and aircraft in order to comply with provisions of the multistate Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement.

7. The bill allows the secretary of DOR to revoke or suspend an assessor’s certification and to require an assessor to take corrective action in order to avoid the revocation or suspension of his or her certification. The bill also requires that an assessor whose certification has expired may be recertified if the assessor has attended at least four of the previous five annual assessor meetings called by DOR and has fulfilled all of the continuing education requirements determined by the department. In addition, DOR may revoke an assessor’s certification if the assessor fails to attend more than one annual meeting or fails to meet all of the continuing education requirements.

8. The bill adopts, for state income tax purposes, changes made to the federal Internal Revenue Code that allow an income exclusion for amounts paid by the federal Department of Justice for survivor’s or disability benefits for injuries sustained in the line of duty and penalty−free withdrawals from government retirement plans by federal law enforcement officers, firefighters, and air traffic controllers who are over the age of 50.


