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| DEMOGRATHIC CHARACTERISTICS
: OF THE NORM SAMPLES

The grade 1o sample 18 demographically
representative of the U.S, population at each grade
level from kindergarten through grade 12, Within
each grade, the samples for fall (defined as Angust
through January) and spring (February through June)
Wwere celected 0 each be close to population
ercentages for sex, ethicity, and geographic regiom,
Lut the primary demographic control was maintained
ot the level of the full year. Srudents in the grade
norm sample were tested during their school yeat,

i

and not during summer vacation. Table 6.1 shows the
cize of the grade norm sample by season and grade.
Overall, 60% of the sample was tested in the fatl.

Table 6.1: Represe;‘cg;on of the grade norm sample, by
grade and season

Total Smm_pie-mi -‘ 0.0 ¢

3August through january
PEehruary through lune; no cases were tested in July

Sex

The sampling plan called for an equal number of
females and males to be tested at each grade level.
That goal was closely met, as shown in Table 6.2.
Overall, 50.1% of the students are femate, and at
individual grades the percentage of females varies
only slightly (between 48.5% and 51.4%).

Tie 62! Representation of the grade norm sample
by grade and sex

1202

Total Sample [ 561

Parental eaucation

The educational attainment of the mother or fermale
guardian served as the measure of socioeconotmic
ctarus for KTEA-I Comprehensive Form sampling. (If
the mother’s education level was not reported, the
fathers or male guardian’s education level was used.)
Parental education level is the demographic variable
most sirongly related to children’ test performance, so
carefut control of this dimension of the sampling plan
is essential. The mother’s highest level of schooling
completed was stratified into four levels: 11th grade or
less; high school graduate or GED; 1-3 years of post-
secondary education; and a 4-year degree or higher.
The representation of the grade norm sample according
to mother’s educational attainment, shown in Table 6.3,
closely matches the U.5. populaticn.

Ethnicity

The KTEA-II Comprehensive Form sample was
stratified according to four ethnic groups used by the
U.S. Census: African American, Hispanic, White, and
Other (including American Indians, Alaska Natives,
Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders, and other groups
not included in the first three categories). Table 6.4
shows the extremely close match between the grade
norm sample and the U.5. population in terms of
ethnic representation.

Chapter 6: Tryout, standavdization, and Norms Development
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phic regiofi
Census divides the country into four

gographi’C regions: Northeast, North Central, South,
and West (shown in Figure 6.1). Table 6.5 reports the
correspondence between the grade norm sample and
the U.5. population at cach grade level.

Geogra
The U.s.

Mortheast North Central South West Total
% N % N % N % N
R S - T - 327 {603y 220
Cars | e Tes s S R ol e 20 |
76 38O SV et 200
54 270 1. 200
. - T N 200
B T 0 L 200
77385 p 32 g __200
g jo7d s | 200
O 1 T 4 180
379 140
* T
) 400 36 140
il ] 47 145 | 587 245 | 810 337 | 656 2400
U, population® 19.0 718 35.0

aJs papulation data for ages 5.18 from Current Population Survey, March 2007 [machine
ceaciable data file] conducted by the Bureau of the Census for the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Parental education within ethnicity

For the grade norm sample as a whole, the distribution
of parental education within each ethnic group closely
matches the corresponding distributions in the U.5.
population, as shown in Table 6.6

Table 6.6: R‘épresentation of the grade nornw:rsuample, by ethnicity and mother's education level

11th grade High school 1-3 years 4-year degree
or less graduate or GED of college or higher
us | us ©ous [ us Total
Sample fpopu!ationb Sample ipopulatienb Sample %popuiationb Sample %populationb for Row
% % NoO% D % N ' |
w8 w4 | 1s_ o9 s 3
e Tws [m w4 67
. 63 T i T
EEVE R VS I TR T ST e S I N R
15.2 i 14.8 765 31.9 31.8 723 301 ‘ 30.4 531 221 229 2430 100.0

alf mother's or female guardian's education level was not reported, father's or male guardian's education level was used.

BU.S. population data for ages 5.18 from Current Population Survey, March 2001 [machine-readable data fite] conducted by the
Bureau of the Census for the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Aneludes American Indians, Alaska Natives, Astans, Pacific islanders, and all other groups not classified as African American, Hispanic, or White.
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Educational placemnent

Agemfmsample e

Educational placement was used as a stratification

gariable for the grade norn sample to ensure
of examinees with
ot clinical diagnoses. The

proportional represeniation
educational classifications
categories for exceptional
National Cenier
2002), are:

e specific learning disability

» speech/languags impairment

e attentionadeficit/hyperact'wity disorder
o mnental refardation

° emctionalfbehavioral disturbance

o gifted and talented

children, taken

Information about placement was collected on the
parent consent form and, for students aged 18 or
the KABC-11 test record form and was
verified by project staff. The match of the KTEA-IL
grade norm sample to the population with respect to
the proportions of students pariicipating in special
6.7. Overall,
10.8% of the standardization sample has a special
(some have more

younger, on

edncation programs 15 shown in Table

education oT ADHD classification
than one dassiﬁcation).

%;gle 6.7:

i fearning disability

for Educational Statistics

Répresehtation of the grade norm sampl

sample

The age norm sample for the KTEA-1I Comprehensive
Form extends beyond the Tange of the grade norm
sampte, down Lo age 4-6 and up through age 25. To
the exteni possible, the age norm sample is made up
of students from the grade norm sample. Examinees
in the age norm sample Who were enrolled in
kindergarten through grade 12 were tested during the
school year, but those who were not yet in
kindergarten o1 Were beyond grade 12 {or had
dropped out of school) were (ested at any time of the
year. The age porm sample 15 Ot broken down by
seasOn Decause a ciudent of a particular age may be in
any of several grades, making season meaningless as
an indicator of the curricuium to which the student

from the
(March,

has been exposed.

Several subtests are administeved only to students
who are in a pariicutar grade level oT higher: Math
Computation and Phonological Awareness at
kindergarten and above; Reading Comprehension,
Spelling, and Nonsense Word Decoding at grade L
and above, and Word Recognition Fluency and
Decoding Fluency at orade 3 and above. (Similarly,

, by educational classification of diagnosis

us school-age
population‘

alncludes hearing irmpairments, orthopedic jrpairments, other health impairments, visual

impairments, multiple
bages 6-18

Data from Naticnal Center for £ducational
Education Statistics, 2002; "{Table)
Programs for the Disabled, by

disabilities, deaf-blindness, autism,

Type of Disability: 1

and traurnatic brain injury.

Statistics, Y.5. Department of tducation; Digest of
55 Children 3 to 21 Years Old Served in rederaily supporied

976-77 to 2000-01;" prepared warch 2002;

<http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest,’dOZ/tablesjdtG52.asp>

dpata from Mental Health: A Report of the SUrgeor

General; December 1999;

<http:waw.surgeongenera!.gov/library/menta!heaith/home,html>

epata from Snyder,
of Education; 1o e published in

Torn; personal

October 2003.

-MM..___._—M..,__M_P——W___M_._,_——#-_J-

o meveast ttandardization,

e-mail; Nationa) Center for £ducational Statistics,
ation

Digest of £duc
d Secondary Schools, by Sex: 2000;" prepared

and Talented Students in Public Elementary an

U.S. Department
statistics, 2003; "(Table) 54. Number of Gifted

and Norms Development
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RE: Testimony in support of Wisconsin Common Core State Standards
CVTC Eau Claire, Wl
October 23, 2013

Arlene Wright
Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards Statewide Coordinator
Office of Early Learning, DPI

[ supportand am in favor of maintaining the current Common Core State Standards
for English Language Arts and Math in the state of Wisconsin.

The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Math provide
clear statements of what all students should know and be able to do by the end of
each grade level. The standards provide clear expectations that assist all students to
succeed.

The Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards (WMELS) have been aligned with
the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics and
Common Core Essential Elements.

Connection of WMELS and the Wisconsin Common Core State Standards

The WMELS address expectations for young children between birth to first grade.
The Wisconsin Common Core State Standards address what students should know
and be able to do from kindergarten through twelfth grade. Since the WMELS and
the Wisconsin Common Core State Standards both address the kindergarten level, it
is suggested that local school districts use both documents to guide curriculum,
instruction and assessment decisions.

For more information about the Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards:
http://www.collaboratingpartners.com/wmels-documents.php

Wisconsin Common Core State Standards will allow significant alignment between
the Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards and the Wisconsin Common Core
State Standards in the areas of English language arts and mathematics. The
Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards provide developmental expectations for
young children from birth through kindergarten that are foundational to the
Wisconsin Common Core State Standards for kindergarten through grade 12.

School districts are encouraged to use both the Wisconsin Model Early Learning
Standards and the Wisconsin Common Core State Standards as they move forward
with their standards work in early childhood special education, four-year-old
kindergarten, five-year-old kindergarten programs, and the primary school years.

ﬁp ctfully Submitted,
¥ (J.,‘_\-—— \M (.:f. bi\fﬂ//

Arlene Wright



My name is Nancy Danneker and I live in Maiden Rock. I have a Bachelors
of Science in Elementary Education and a M. S. degree in Elementary
Education with an emphasis in gifted and talented education. I taught in
public schools for 36 years in grades kindergarten, 1%, and 2™, but mostly
1%, I also designed a multi-age program for 1% and 2™ prades that I taught
for 5 years until current testing methods made it impossible to continue,

much to the dismay of administration and parents.

During most of my years teaching I was viewed as a professional by parents
and the community and I felt respected. 1 was able to approach student
learning in ways that T saw appropriate, individualizing as best time and my

ability could provide.

When I retired 6 years ago the curriculum had already become quite rigid. T
had few opportunities to expand curriculum or to utilize approaches and
materials different from the mandated. There wasn’t time left. Students
needed to be prepared with the knowledge to pass the next test...but not

necessarily to master skills.

Over the years I saw a change in how I was viewed as a professional.
Curriculum was written with the teacher’s script in bold letters to be read to

students throughout reading and math lessons. All grade levels throughout




the district were to be on the same page at the same time. Obviously, this
robotic way of approaching teaching is not that of an effective teacher. The
trust in teachers and belief in their professional ability was disappearing. 1
was being told that so called experts outside of education knew better what
needed to happen in my classroom. How sad. In those settings it is difficult

to create a joy of learning which our children deserve.

Now the reason I am telling you this is because as legislators you need to
understand that teaching and learning are creative endeavors. Effective
teaching necessitates knowledge of subject matter and instructional methods,
but without creativity and flexibility a teacher is not effective. Standards are
important but they need to be strong standards that demand much of students
and they cannot drive curriculum so strictly that the classroom loses the joy

of learning and ignites student minds.

I greatly fear that a set of standards that is intended for an entire country will
do just that in its attempt to make all education equal. I greatly fear that it
will further undermine teacher creativity and flexibility and joy in learning,.

I fail to understand how an educational program designed for Mississippi or

Alabama will also be a perfect one for Wisconsin.



Therefore, I ask you to reconsider Wisconsin’s adoption of the Common
Core Standards. We are putting the future of children at risk with standards
that have not been proven, appear to be costly to implement, require teacher
training, and may further limit flexibility of instruction. As has been
mentioned to you many times before there are other standards that are
proven effective. The Massachusetts standards that is based on TIMSS and
PIRLS has proven successful. It has been acclaimed throughout our nation
and world and can be adapted to meet our needs in Wisconsin. Our state has
excellent teachers who know their craft and recognize teaching methods that
work best in specific circumstances and with individual learners and ignite
thinking. Teachers do not need retraining. They just need to be given
quality high standards from which to teach. I strongly urge you to cease the
use of the Common Core Standards in Wisconsin and implement another set
of standards like the Massachusetts Standards. Wisconsin was once known

as a state that excelled in education. We need to be that again.

Thank you.

Nancy L. Danneker

N478-244™ St. Maiden Rock, WI 54750
715-448-2002

nancyd{@parts-aw.com
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politichicks v hitpiifpolitichicks Wv/enlumnfrighiy-lely-common-core-poliical-eurvey-shdh-gradersfiviYixbegbl3l jR 01

“"Are You a Righty or a Lefty?" Common Core Political Survey
for SIXTH GRADERS » Politichicks.tv )

Macey France

About Macey France

Oregon PolitiChick Macey France is a stay at home mom of two boys who are now in
elementary school. As a mom who has always been interested in politics, religion and all of the
taboo subjects, she has... kMore

There are so many bad things about the Common Core
that often times the actual pieces of curriculum that are
being used are overlooked.

Right now it is said that teachers and disiricts can
control what they use in the classroom, as long as it
aligns with the Common Core and the assessments the
children will be taking. When reading the standards
themselves, like many of us Common Core fighters have
done, you begin to see that the standards lack content
and it's all designed to leave everything open to
interpretation. Take mathfor example; students need to
colfaborate on the answer and whether or not the answer
is correct does not matter so long as they all came to a
consensus on the answer they provide.

This carries over into the English Language Arts and we've seen the kind of books that the Common Core
calls “exemplar.”

Many of us fear that the end goal for the CCSS is to create millions of little blank slates—blank slates that can be
easily indoctrinated. Or perhaps subtly indoctrinating them to big government ideology during their education
career is their aim. Many people push back on us about that and say that nobody would ever want to do
something like that to American children.

Many of us are leery that these types of data mining and data points are aimed at children and parents to be
used for nefarious purposes. Because let's face it, there are bad people in the world and bad people often times
seek to hurt others. With the blueprint they are collecting on your life, they could do some very serious, life
altering damage. And again, we are met with push back on this idea also. The Pollyanna’s of the world can’t
wrap their brain around our “conspiracy theory” ideas.

And then you get slapped in the face with this piece of homework that comes home with your gt grader.

This politically charged schoolwork seems monumentally appropriate, doesn’t it? Here are the instructions the
child is 1o follow.

According to Stand Up For The Truth! the instructions are followed by just a few of the examples of survey
questions under the headings, Guns, Abortion, Crimes & Punishment, Environment, Health Care, Education,

10/21/2013 2



"Are You a Righty or a Lefty?" Conmmon Core Political Survey for SEC..  http://politichicks.tv/column/righty-lefty-common-core-political-survey-...

Free Speech & Religion, Gay Marriage, Defense, and Taxes.

Kids will then rate themselves on a scale as to where they stand on these issues. | didn’t realize that 12 year
“dlds are versed on these issues, but this assignment assumes they are. Either that or it assumes the directions
and beginning explanation of the assignment will muddy up their thinking enough to override any opinions they
may hold because of their parents’ own ideology.

£ Liberaiz

¢ need it Hipce!
o sanil

The child is then directed to tally up their answers and write a summary describing their position.

And then, as if getting information on a child’s political beliefs aren’t enough, they ask you to have your parents
fill out the same form.

meeried teople gy

- people shoutd be allowed 1o ey

20f5 10/21/2013 27
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Jofs

| wonder why some of us are afraid the schools will collect political affiliation data on parents?

Not only is this completely inappropriate for a child only 12 years old to be expected to fill out but it's all personal
political opinion and has ne place in a school.

As for the parents political beliefs being included in the assignment, what do they intend to use this information
for?

| completely understand a high school government class explaining the differences between political parties like
Democrats and Republicans, but just as it is inappropriate for a teacher to stand and preach their particular
brand of poiitics, it's just as inappropriate, if not more, to ask for not only the child’s point of view but the parents

also.

10/21/2013 2/
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This is why we silly Anti Common Core folks worry about our school system. Once again, taking something that
should be learned at home, in the confines of nuclear family, the government wants to take over the rearing of
our children.

They will not teach them how to think, but what to think. Politically, spiritually, and socially. Social engineering at
its finest.

The great aunt of this student has a head on her shoulders and as you can see, she took it upon herself to set
the school district straight.

Here is the complete text of her letter back fo the ridiculous teacher who assigned this homework:

{ am appalled by the “Righty or Lefty” poll. First of all it is nobody’s business what mine or my
12-year-old son’s political views are. Secondly, my own son does nof even know what half of
these issues mean until after discussing them with him. His answers vary greatly during

. discussion. His views will always change as he grows and as new issues arise and he learns
that ithese things have an effect on his life.

As/am reading these topics, [ have noticed the entire thing is pro-Liberal and
con-Conservative, being completely skewed fowards “Leffy-nicey/meany conservalives”
ideology, which I do nof approve of. The entire thing is unbalanced and an unfair and
inaccurate representation. My family is NEITHER and | do not appreciate you or the school
trying to pawn this assignment off on students who are too young to have valuable opinions on
these subjects!

! do not know what importance this has as being an assigned worksheet for a ‘major grade”
{has he has informed me). I do not want to hear about it being for a government assignment!

. Learning about government is one thing — but it is none of your business fo try and pry
personal information out of a child on exfremely private information. | am excusing my son from
. this assignment and expect this NOT fo be counfed against his grade.

Sincerely,
She then goes on to conclude:

If this assignment doesn’t necessarily fit the Common Core agenda, it cerfainly fits the agenda
of those collecting private information on students and parents for the Jeffco Schoof District
nearby here in CO by a grant from the Gafes Foundation. This assignmentis clearly an
aftempt to collect privafe dafa from my niece and her family through her 12 year old son.

The original source of this story is still waiting on confirmation from the school district as to whether or not this is
an example of specific Common Core curriculum or a very unwise decision made by a teacher. I'm sure it aligns
with the Comymon Core standards, though. After all, it definitely fits the criteria for “close reading” and *evidence
based responses” io what the child discovered.

Macey France

10/21/2013 2:22 PM
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Oregon PolitiChick Macey France is a stay at home momof two boys who are nowin
elementary school. As a momwho has always been interested in politics, religion and all of the
taboo subjects, she has always had a lot to say about the state of the nation. When she
realized just how far the over reach of the federal government had come with the Common
Core Standards, she decided to fight back. She is co-founder of the Stop Common Core in
Oregon movement that has joined with Parent Led Reform and become the first sister state in
the Parent Led Reform movement. Parent Led Reform Oregon is working with parents across
the state to educate and help them to leamn how to advocate for their children's education and to stop the CCS|
and other nefarious programs that might impinge on their children's right to a free, adequate and outstanding
education free from corporations and political plays. A staunch supporter of smaller g&vemmeni and the
abolishing of the DOE, IRS and other superfluous government agencies combined with her disappointment in the
Republican party to stay true to its conservative roots has put her in limbo. A strong conservative with libertarian
leanings makes her more of a "conservatarian." Preserving the constitutional and moral values of that this great
nation was founded on for her children is her priority. When she's not having uncomfortable arguments with
strangers on Facebook she can be found spending time with her husband of 15 years and two sons. She enjoys
reading, crafting and going to the movies.

Read all posts by Macay France

We have no tolerance for comments containing violence, racisim, vulgarity, profanity, all caps, or discourteous
behavior. Thank you for partnering with us to maintain a courteous and useful public environment where we can
engage in reasonable discourse. Faad more.
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Below is a very long but informative article from a different point of view from a different country. | have copy/pasted
parts of the article that show after 30 years of PC in the UK, things have only goiten worse. America is heading down
the same track and our so called “educators” do not see that history is slowly being repeated.

Times of Malta . com

hitp:/fwww timesofmalia.com/articies/view/200304 13/apinion/poiitical-correctness-downfall-of-a-great-
nation,152130#. UmcgOvEobdg

Sunday, April 13, 2003, 00:00 by
Joe Aquilina-St John

Political correctness - downfall of a great nation

“We have all heard the saying "Things ain't what they used to be!" A statement said wistfutly, rather than nostalgically,
for where there is good, there is also its alter ego. And life is forever proving that progress is often achieved at the
expense of regress. . .

Margaret Thatcher broke Arthur Scargill's devastating miners' strike, took away Union power, and life in England was
back on keel. Industry output was good. Technology was making the country even more competitive in world
markets.

But this progress was soon to be eroded by regress in the form of the dreaded PC (politicai correctness) that has
completely ruined the British way of life. Now it was not the Unions who were making life unbearable, but the army of
'do-gooders' who were pushing political correctness down everyone's throats. . .

When PC tock its hold in the Eighties and Nineties, even Nursery Rhymes such as "Baa Baa Black Sheep” were
banned from nursery schools. The word black became taboo.

A “raffic black spot” is now a "danger spot"; a black man is a man of dark colour - or non-white; and the word "black”
in "blackboard" will never again be uttered in the classroom. Golliwog dolls had to be taken off the shop shelves in
case they caused offence to people of African or Caribbean origin. . .

Itis also a difficult ime for employers. If they advertise a job and they have Astan and Black applicants as well as
whites, they have to tread carefully. At times, they will not employ a white person, even if he or she is better qualified,
because they fear they would be accused of racism.

This happened in my public relations company. We interviewed three applicants for a secretarial post: an Irish girl, a
Jamaican and an Asian. We gave the job to the highly competent black girl... only to be reported to the Race
Relations Board by the Asian girl alleging racial discrimination! *

Cammittee: Does any of this sound familiar? OVER

ACCNDI K A



Democracy vs a Republic

In a Democracy, the majority rules. If the
majority decided they wanted your bike,
they could take i,

in a Republic, your bike is your property
and you do not owe it to anyone. It
cannol be taken against your will, by law.

America is a Constitutional Repubilic.
Therefore, the Constitution is the law b
which we are supposed o be protected.

in a Republic, the individual is protected
FROM the majerity, by Constitutional law.

A Constitutional Republic is what we
were given. ltis up fo us to keep it.



Common Core: 3 * 4 =11 is okay — Longer

Video of an actual teacher training on how Common Core will
be implemented. Notice how the experienced an older teacher
guestions this practice, but no younger teachers question this
because many have been taught not to question authority.
Teach what you're told, teach to the test !

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW0OVxxoCrNo

ON THE BACK PAGE OF THIS DOCUMENT:

Link to a 15 minute video that is factual and can be proven
because it is a book in print and print screen of an actual
comment in a math teacher manual. It is a very eye opening
video and from 2007. Every educator should be embarrassed
that this exists. Let alone the school district that approved this
‘curriculum. Who really is looking out for the kids?

Math Education: An Inconvenient Truth

Uploaded on Jan 15, 2007

- M.J. McDermott is speaking about the current state of math education, as a private citizen .
KCPQ does not endorse this video. '
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Math Education: An Inconvenient Truth

This is the statement above from the teacher’s manual:
Division Algorithms

“The authors of Everyday Mathematics do not believe it is worth student’s time and efforts to fully
develop highly efficient paper-and-pencil algorithms for all possible whole-number, fraction, and
decimal division problems. Mastery of the intricacies of such algorithms is a huge endeavor; one that
experience tells us is doomed to failure for many students. It is simply counter-productive to invest
many hours of precious class time on such algorithms. The mathematical payoff is not worth the cost,
particularly because quotients can be found quickly and accurately with a calculator.”

Also, if you look even closer, | typed the word just how it's spelled with their punctuation and in my
word document, it showed the possession of the students’ time was not correctly punctuated in their

manual. In addition, the punctuation after the word endeavor should nothe a “,” comma, buta “;”
semi colon.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Trlgee-bTZI

it is well worth 15 minutes to watch. She actually shows the preblem solving method that is taught in

these math books. You have to sée it1n eélieve it.




Teacher Choice Content

The End of Cursive Handwriting

Practicing the curlicues of P%5 and Q’s will no longer be a (w)rite of passage for many kids: Cursive is
not part of the Common Core State Standards, the recently established academic guidelines now
adopted by 45 of the 50 states. As a result, many public schools have ceased script instruction and are
using the time to build technology skilis. While some educators consider the art of handwriting
ancient, it does have its advocates. Recent research from Indiana University found that writing by
hand activates areas of the brain that don't get tapped during typing. Another study, conducted by the
University of Washington, revealed that when elementary-school students composed essays on paper
rather than on-screen, they wrote more and faster. Maybe it's wise not to write off the mighty pen
just yet. — Author Unknown '

Below is a link to 3 short videos that are important to watch. Notice the age difference in the two people
that are being interviewed in the Pros & Cons video. Can you see the concern? This is my opinion, that
as older teachers retire and younger teachers take their place, important skills will be lost on the
uptoming generations because it will be up to the teacher if she wants to take the time to teach it.

http://daifynightly.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/09/08/20388506-technology-may-script-an-end-to-the-

art-of-cursive-writing?lite

Schools debate whether or not they should teach cursive writing in a more technology-focused world. Is script becoming a lost art? NBC's
Lester Holi reporis.

By Amy Perrette, Producer, NBC News

As a new school year begins, many children will be retuming to classrooms filled with brand new computers, tablets and other tools essential
to prep students for life in a plugged-in world, But as schools go high-tech, the move may spell the end for cursive writing.

The Commen Core State Standards, a set of nafional benchmarks for American public schools, do not reguire students to fearn cursive. Only
11 of the 50 states have amended their education requirements to mandate cursive be included in tha curriculum. As a result, states and
districts nationwide are grappling with whether to teach the skill at all.

Principal Mary Toomey, however, requires that all her third and fourth graders at South Lawrence East Elementary in Lawrence, Mass,, leam
cursive.

Toomey believes cursive helps level the playing field for the students in her school, which has a demographic of high poverty.

“For many of the students, we know that the technology is just not available in the home,” Toomey said. “Ensuring that cur kids have a very
legible way to communicate as they move throughout school and hopefully into the workforce is going to be important to them.”

Educational siandards expert Morgan Polikoff disagrees that cursive should be a requirement.

“The fact is that cursive Isn't used in the vast majority of professions or day-to-day activities for the vast majority of people,” he said, “so it's
hard for me to see how leaming cursive conveys any sort of advantage.”

Polikoff notes that none of his studenis at University of Southern California take notes with a pen and paper, and that he rarely writes by
hand himself.

"In my day-to-day life, | type 98 percent of the things | write,” he said. OVER
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Experts weigh in on whether cursive writing has a place in modem school curricuium.

Jan Olsen, founder of Handwriting Without Tears, has been feaching cursive Instruction to educators for decades. She maintains cursive is
stilt a relevant skill - and points out that it is more efficient than print.

“The mechanics of cursive actually make it faster because you keep going,” Olsen said. “It's not a stop and start. Think of yourself in traffic: if
you're stopping and starting, and stopping and starting, you don't do as well as if you can just move gradually down the road.”

Olsen, however, advocates a more pared-down version of cursive. She says that a big part of why old-fashioned cursive can be hard to read
is the slant, which she says Is a legacy from when writers aciually used guill pens.

“Thase quill pens had a nib that, i you did an upsireke, the nib would falt out and the ink would splatter,” Olsen said. To get around the
problem, 19th century penmen invented the slant that became fashionable in cursive writing.

Modern pens can easily accomplish an upstroke without posing & risk te ona’s shirtfront, so Olsen teaches a vertical style of CUrsive.

*The cursive we're talking about for the 21st century is different from the cursive frem the 20th, 19th, and even further back,” Olsen said. But
the continuity between old and new cursive is exactly what captivates master penman Michael Sull.

"There are so many children today who can't even read cursive writing, let alone write it,” he said. “They'll never be able to read anything that
was written in the 19th century. They won't be able to read the Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, or anything written during the
Civil War, They're missing an entire porticn of our country's history.”

At the offices of BuzzFeed, a company that fracks viral content on the Web, the young staff seems to hardly use cu_rsive.

Master Penman Michael Sull is an expert in Spencerian script, a style recognizable by some prominent iogos such as Coca-Cola and Ford.
He discusses his work as Reagan's calligrapher and discusses why he thinks it is not time fo sign off on the art of cursive.

“It's kind of this strange subset that doesn't exist in real life,” said 25-year-cld Deputy Editor Charlie Warzel, who dossn't think he has ever
raceived a thank-you card written by hand in cursive,

BuzzFeed sports aditor Ben Mathis-Lilley can only think of one instance when one might use cursive: *I guess when you are signing a
check?”

But at South Lawrence East, Toomey credits the penmanship program with her students’ achievement -- her schoof was one of only two in
the district 1o be named for the state commendation award in 2010 and 2011. And last year the school was the only school in the district to
earn state jevel-one status.

"One of the ways that we have differentiated ourselves with the district is the adoption of a penmanship program. it's & part of the curriculum
that most schools have gotten away from.”

South Lawrence East third-grader Emilio Cardone thinks print is easier than cursive, but is proud to be learning the connected writing.
“There’s going to be a special day that I'm going o use cursive,” he said,

Maybe it isn't time to sign off on cursive just yet.



CHANGING HISTORY EVER SO SLIGHTLY AND OTHER MANIPULATION THINKING

Have you checked your kids' school assignments lately? You might be shocked if you do.

Sixth-grade children in a history class in the Bryant School District in Arkansas (whose website brags that
the district “has embraced” Common Core standards) were assigned a project to update the U.S. Bill of
Rights because it is “outdated.” They were instructed to “prioritize, revise, omit two and add two
amendments.”

The written assignment is full of lies, such as that “the government of the United States is currently
revisiting The Bill of Rights,” that “They (presumably the government) have determined that it is outdated
and may not remain in its current form any longer,” and that our Constitution can be changed by a
“National Revised Bill of Rights Task Force (NRBR)” (to which students could be appointed).

St. Joseph-Ogden High School, a public school in St. Joseph, lit., gave its sophomore class an
assignment to choose which of 10 people were “worthy” of getting kidney dialysis when the hospital had
only six machines. The assignment instructed the students, “four people are not going to live. You must
decide from the information below which six will survive.”

The students were given the list of the 10 who desperately needed kidney dialysis with identification
about their occupation, age and ethnicity, and told o give each a score. The instructions stated: “Put the
people in order using 1-10, 1 being the person you want to save first and 10 being the person you would
save last,” with the assumption that those getting scores 7 through 10 would be marked for death.

Since when are high-school students allowed fo judge who may live and who must die? Is this to prepare
us to accept death panels from Obamacare?

Don’t miss Phyllis Schiafly’s latest book, now available at the WND Superstore: “No Higher
Power: Obama’s War on Religious Freedom”

Unfortunately, such public school class assignments are not new. A Department of Education hearing in
Seattle on March 13, 1984, heard a parent describe the Health class at Clackamas High School in
Oregon.

Students were presented with the "lifeboat situation”: Too many peogple are in the sinking lifeboat, and the
students were ordered to choose whose lives are not worth saving and should be thrown overboard so
the lifeboat won't sink. Variations of the lifeboat situation have been widely used in public schools for
many years. '

A drama teacher at Cactus Shadows High School in Cave Creek, Ariz., had his students perform a play in
which one of the characters falls in love with a goat. The play includes sexually expiicit content and vulgar
sexual terms.

At Lucy Elementary School near Memphis, Tenn., an assignment required each student to pick an idol
and write an essay about him. A 10-year-old girl chose God as her idol, but the teacher found this
unacceptable and demanded that the girl write about someone else.

The girl then wrote about Michael Jackson, which the teacher accepted. After the girl's mother spoke out
against this in the local media, the school apologized and gave the girl credit for her original work.

Fourth-graders in Gilbert, Ariz., and third-graders in Louisiana were given a lesson on aduttery that

included specific questions designed to make the child curious about what adultery is and how it affects
relationships. The teacher said it came from approved Common Core materials for third-graders.
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Glenn Beck reported that Poolesville High School in Montgomery County, Md., which is Common Core
compliant, administered an intrusive survey to students that included personal questions about family,
religion, income, political identification, illegal drugs, Obamacare, guns and same-sex marriage. Click on
The Blaze to be entertained by the conflicting responses that schoot officials gave to parents who
complained and to reporters.

The question that parents found particularly obnoxious and trouble-making was, “If President Obama
were Caucasian, how much more or less criticism do you think he would receive?” The multiple-choice
answers were: “A ot less, Somewhat less, No difference, Somewhat more, A lot more.”

Fifth-graders in North Bellmore, N.Y., spent several weeks studying the United Nations. One mother was
highly offended when her daughter received full credit for writing that our human rights come from
government (instead of from God, as cur Declaration of Independence proclaims).

At Alliance High School in Nebraska, the principal announced on Oct. 7 that, because of the government
shutdown, he was shutting down the usual morning recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. After public
protest, he reversed his ban.

None of the above assignments quoted direcily from a Common Core curriculum, but seme claim to be
“aligned with Common Core” or “Common Core compliant.” It's beginning to look like such assertions are
a cover to fill the minds of public schoel students with all kinds of inappropriate lefi-wing notions, while
erecting a Common Core “wall” to prevent parental oversight

htto:/fwww. wnd.com/2013/10/whoa-check-your-kids-school-assignments/

OR

Read more at hitp://www wnd.com/2013/10/whoa-check-your-kids-school-
assignments#285wavul VL 1J4RHE .89



Summary of Goals 2000: Educate America Act

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/envrnmnt/stw/swigoals.htm

The Goals 2000: Educate America Act (P.L. 103-227) was signed into law on March 31, 1994.
The Act provides resources to states and communities to ensure that all students reach their full
potential. It is based on the premise that students will reach higher levels of achievement when
more is expected of them. Congress has appropriated $105 million for Goals 2000 for fiscal year
1994. First-year funds became available to states July 1, 1994. In the first year, individual states
will submit applications describing the process by which the state will develop a school
improvement plan, make subgrants to local schools, as well as grant awards for preservice and
professional development.

Goals 2000 establishes a framework in which to identify world-class academic standards, to
measure student progress, and to provide the support that students may need to meet the
standards. '

The Act codified in law the six original education goals concerning school readiness, school
completion, student academic achievement, leadership in math and science, adult literacy, and
safe and drug-free schools. It added two new goals encouraging teacher professional
development and parental participation. The National Education Goals as stated in the Act (Sec.
102) are the following: |

"By the Year 2000 -

1. Al children in America will start school ready to learn.

2. The high school graduation rate will increase to at least 90 percent.

3. All students will leave grades 4, 8, and 12 having demonstrated competency over
challenging subject matter including English, mathematics, science, foreign languages,
civics an government, economics, the arts, history, and geography, and every school in
America will ensure that all students learn to use their minds well, so they may be
prepared for responsible citizenship, further learning, and productive employment in our
nation's modern economy.

4. United States students will be first in the world in mathematics and science achievement.

5. Every adult American will be literate and will possess the knowledge and skills necessary
to compete in a global economy and exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

6. Every school in the United States will be free of drugs, violence, and the unauthorized
presence of firearms and alcohol and will offer a disciplined environment conducive to
learning.

7. The nation's teaching force will have access 1o programs for the continued improvement
of their professional skills and the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills needed
to instruct and prepare all American students for the next century.

8. Every school will promote partnerships that will increase parental involvement and
participation in promoting the social, emotional, and academic growth of children."
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The Act establishes a National Education Standards and Improvement Council to examine and
certify national and state content, student performance, opportumty-to-learn standards, and
assessment systems voluntarily submitted by states. The movement to develop voluntary national
standards has already begun. The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics has developed
standards. The U.S. Department of Education is funding development of standards for the arts,
civics and government, English language arts, foreign languages, geography, history, and
science. These standards will identify what all students should know and be able to do to live and
work in the 21st century.

Goals 2000 also creates a Naiional Skill Standards Board to facilitate development of rigorous
occupational standards. The Board will identify broad occupational clusters and create a system
of standards, assessment, and certification for each cluster. The skills certificate will give
students the portable, industry-recognized credentials described in the Schooi-te-Work
Opportunities Act of 1994 that indicate mastery of skills in specific occupational areas.

Just as school-to-work transition is an umbrella concept for initiatives such as tech prep, youth
apprenticeship, career academies, and the like, the Goals 2000: Educate America Act is an even
larger umbrella that encompasses school-to-work transition and other school reform efforts. In
short, Goals 2000 will fund systemic reform at the state and local levels and will provide a
framework within which to organize all state and federally funded education programs.

The School-to-Work Opportunities Act of 1994 requires states to coordinate school-to-work
plans with the educational reforms they are planning with Goals 2000 and other funds. (States
may submit a single application for funds under both acts.) Both acts involve restructuring,
rescheduling, and rethinking educational practices. Both acts are intended to change the ways
teachers teach and students learn. Thus, the need for coordination between activities under both
acts is apparent. Additionally, state plans will have to show how School-to-Work Opportunifies
Act activities are coordinated with the activities of these other federal programs:

¢ Adult Education Act

» Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Applied Technology Education Act
+ Elementary and Secondary Education Act

s Higher Education Act

« Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

« Job Training Partnership Act

» National and Community Service Act

« National Apprenticeship Act

o Rehabilitation Act

s Social Security Act (Title IV, Part F)

Local program leaders will also need to consider how activities being carried out in the
community through these federal funds can be coordinated with school-to-work efforts.

Excerpted with permission from:

Paris, K. (1994). 4 leadership model for p[annmg and implementing change for school-to-work
transition (pp. 22-23). Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin-Madison, Center on Education and
Work.



GROUP THINK DEFINITIONS

Business Dictionary.com

"Tendency of the members of a group fo yield to the desire for consensus or unanimity at the cost of
considering alternative courses of action. Group-think is said to be the reason why intelligent and
knowiedgeable pecple make disastrous decisions "

Read more: http:f/www.businessdictionarv‘com/deﬂn:’tion;’qroup—th ink htmi#ixzz2i TgWSIHK

Merriam-Webster.com

: a pattern of thought characterized by self-deception, forced manufacture of consent, and conformity to
group values and ethics

Globe University

www.GlobelUniversity.edu

Groupthink is a form of faulty decision making in cohesive groups in which there is insufficient
critical thinking.

USLegal Site
Free Legal Dictionary

http://definitions.usleqal.com/g/groupthink

Groupthink occurs when the pressure to conform within a group interferes with that group's analysis of a
problem and causes poor group decision making. Individual creativity, uniqueness, and independent
thinking are lost in the pursuit of group cohesiveness, as are the advantages that can sometimes be
obtained by making a decision as a group—ybringing different sources of ideas, knowledge, and
experience together to solve a problem.
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Changing Minds.org

http://changingminds.org/explanations/thearies/grougthink.htm

Groups sometimes fall into a style of thinking where the maintenance of the group’s
cohesion and togetherness becomes all-important and results in very bad decision-
making.

Janis {1972) defines it as "a way of deliberating that group members use when their
desire for unanimity overrides their motivation to assess all available plans of action.”

The eight primary symptoms of groupthink are:

Illusions of invulnerability where the group think it is invincible and can do no
wrong.

Collective efforts to raticnalize or discount warnings.

Unquestioned belief in the moral correctness of the group.

Stereotyped views of the out-group, often as too evil, weak or stupid to be worth
bothering with.

Self-censorship as people decide not to rock the boat.

Pressure to conform,

A shared illusion of unanimity (everyone always agrees with everyone else).
Protecting the group from contrary viewpoints, by self-appointed ‘mind-guards’.

As a result, groups 'suffering' from group think are more iikely to:

Be dogmatic.

Justify irrational oor decisions.
See their actions as highly moral.
Stereotype outsiders.



The Nazi Model for Qutcome-Based Education

By Berit Kjos - 1996

Skip down to

Service

See also Moldine Human Resources for the Global Workforce
New Beliefs for a Global Village | Bush, Shultz, Gorbachev and Soviet Education
Home

History keeps repeating itself, but few heed its warnings. If our leaders did, they would know that today's
massive attempt to transform our culture by nationalizing education will bring repression, not freedom.
They would see that the manipulative strategies of Mastery Leamning will create human puppets, not
independent thinkers.

In spite of the informaticn explosion, America hasn't heard the message. Perhaps our leading change
agents don't know what their deceptive strategies and dumbed-down curricula will do to our children.
Maybe they haven't noticed the similarities between their educational strategies and former Nazi tactics
for molding young minds and feaching group conformity. Perhaps today's psychological manipulations are
simply @ modern expression of human "wisdem"” without biblical guidelines. However, it seems clear that
U.S. and Nazi change agents share one tragic frait; the dearth of the kind of honesty and integrity that
once made America safe for children.

That propaganda and indoctrination were two of the cornerstones of Nazi education is no secret. Hitler's
goal was National Socialism, a fascist state that wouid subdue the world. Learning his lessons from
Soviet revolutionaries, he knew that only cloaked promises and misleading visions could win the support
of the unsuspecting masses -~ and build a compliant army of young radicals. That America's educational
and political leaders would stoop to the same low standard has remained hidden from the general public,
That their aim is global socialism with cradle~to-grave surveillance is angrily denied by the trained and
trusted guardians of our children's minds. '

If the sieeping public doesn't wake up and resist soon, it will surely be too late to stop the rising tide of
deception that threatens to enguif our children. If so, God's people will once again have demonstrated the
blinding consequences of spurning truth and loving lies.

The source of the following guotations is the 1983 book, Nazism: A Hisfory in Documents and Eyewithess
Accounts, 1919-1948, edited by J. Noakes and G. Pridham in cooperation with the Department of History
and Archaeology at the University of Exeter. It represents years of research inio the primary documents
of the Nazi era. Many of its following quotes have been shartened in order to include as many illustrations
as possible within the given space. The page numbers are given at the end of each quote.

Since this comparison was written to accompany my book, Brave New Schools, | have not included
definitions and explanations of the new American/international education system. All the terms and
buzzwords are explained in Brave New Schools and defined in its glossary.

The bold type introducing the quotes refers to the various aspects of the global system scheduled to be in
place by year 2001. The quctes represent the Nazi system.

Please wake up, America!
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TRANSFORM THE WORLD BY CHANGING THE CHILDREN

Change the children first: "The Nazi leadership appreciated the difficulty of indoctrinating the older
generation.... They were all the more determined to mold the new generation along Nazi lines. As the
leader of the Nazi Teacher's League, Hans Schemm, puf it: 'Those who have the youth on their side
control the future.™ 418)

Create world-class citizen: "...create a new type of student...” 440)
TEACH POLITICALLY CORRECT BELIEFS AND VALUES

Condition students for the new social and economic order: "German yeuth must no longer... be
confronted with the choice of whether it wishes to grow up in a spirit of materialism or idealism, of racism
or internationalism, of religious or godiessness, but it must be consclously shaped according to principles
which are recognized as correct...according to the principles of the ideology of National Socialism.” 432)

Censorship of contrary models: "The teaching... aimed to encourage a 'consciousness of being
German.... In the selection of teaching materials they should eschew those works which ‘contradict
German feelings or paralyze energies necessary for self-assertion’ and only those modem works would
be selected which 'have an affinity with the spirit of the new Germany'." (437)

ESTABLISH AN OUTCOME-BASED EDUCATION SYSTEM

Restructure schools and nationalize tests and standards: "the regime endeavored to assert its control
over the education system through reorganization and centralization..." 433)

Affective (feeling-centered, attitudinal), nct cognitive, learning earns the graduation certificate: "Many
pupils believe they can simply drift through for eight years and secure their schocl-leaving certificate even
with minimal intellectual performance... [Tlhose pupils who are in positions of leadership... often display
unmannerly behavior and laziness at school. in general, it must be said that school discipline has '
declined to an alarming extent...” (429)

School-io-Work link: "The new movement offered prospects of future empioyment at a time of massive
graduate unemployment.” (44a0)

IMPLEMENT MASTERY LEARNING

Condition students to become social servants, not individuais—but tell the public the opposite: "...the
principal task of the school is the education of youth in the service of ... the State in the National Socialist
spirit.' This made clear the Nazi's determination to shift the focus of education away from the needs of the
individual and the development of his potential as a human being to the requirements of the community of
nation and State, of which the individual was a member and to which he must subordinate himself." 436)

Politically correct standards for right and wrong: "Munich professors [were warned]: 'From now on it is not
up to you to decide whether or not something is true, but whether it is in the interest of the national
Socialist Revolution." (44s)



Set affective, not cognitive, goals {cutcomes): "The more enthusiastic they get, the easier are the exams
and the sooner they will get a position .... The new generation has never had much use for education and
reading. Now nothing is demanded of them; on the contrary, knowledge is publicly condemned." (427

Forget facts. Teach "right" attitudes or "character" through feel-good experiences: An important aspect of
Nazi education was the cult of 'Experience’ as being more crucial to the development of the individual
than the academic process of leaming with iis stress on 'knowledge'. Unlike knowledge which invelves the
intellect, experience involved 'feeling' which alone provided access to the deep truths of Nazism which
were essentially based on [ideological unity]. Such an 'experience’... was regarded as essential to
character-building. (4413

Reject old authority figures through critical thinking and values clarification: "It appealed to the desire of
youth to be independent of the adult world and exploited the conflict of generations and the typical
tendency for youny people to challenge authority figures, whether parents or teachers.” (429)

Confuse students' values through shocking stimuli and values clarification exercises (including sex and
AlIDS education): "...particularly teachers in secondary schools, were alienated by the crudity of its
indoctrination.” (433)

INFUSE NEW VALUES THROUGH "REAL LIFE" LEARNING

Create new beliefs and values throcugh multicultural and global education: "New courses were introduced
in such fields as racial studies, eugenics, and defense studies and there was a new emphasis on pre-
history... Law and political science courses were adapted to fit in with the changes introduced by the
regime.” (446)

Arts, craits, and multicultural experience: "People told stories, danced and practiced handicrafts..." (423)

Teach math through integrated curriculum: "Other subjects such as math and foreign language were less
subject to ideological contamination. Even here however, Nazi ideology could enter by the back door, as
is clear from the following tests...: 'Question 95: The construction of a lunatic asylum costs 6 million RM.
How many houses at 15,000 RM each could have been built for that amount?" (438-439)

Peer Counseling: "The slogan 'vouth must be led by youth'... was ritually echoed and o some extent
followed in practice. But the spirit in which it was applied was very different These young leaders were not
representing an autonomous youth culture but were functionaries of an official bureaucracy regimented
by rules and regulations and following set patterns of fraining." (422)

Condition students to compliance: "It was preferred that people should not have a will of their own and
should totally subordinate themselves.” (428)

Lifelong Learning requires training, testing, remediation, more test and training: "If they have still not
become real Naticnal Sccialists, then they go into the Labor Service and are polished there... And if after
six or seven months, there are still remnants of class consciousness or pride in status, then the
Wehrmacht will take over the further treatment... and when they return after two or four years then, to
prevent them from slipping back into old habits once again, we take them immediately into the SA, SS,
efc., and they will not be free again for the rest of their lives.” (417)
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REQUIRE COMMUNITY SERVICE

"Service learning”: "The purpose of labor service was partly practical--to... provide a source of cheap
labor--but mainly ideological. It was a part of the cult of community current in the youth movement now
manipulated by the Nazis for their own end. Students would be confronted with Real Life and, by being
forced to mix with the less privileged sections of the community, would be reminded that they were all
[national cormrades] together.” (440-441)

Mandatory service: "Service in the Hitler Youth is honorary service to the German people. All young
people are obliged from the age of 10 to their 19th birthday to serve in the Hitler youth." (420)

Character Education and Cooperative Learning: "We cannot fight our way out of this deep crisis through
inteflectualism... The school for character... which is a practical test of true comradeship in work and living
is irreplaceable.... the frue, great, practical school is... in the labor camp, for here instruction and words
cease and action begins.” (441)

REVISE HISTORY

New centent; ...in addition to controlling and indoctrinating the teaching profession, reorganizing the
education system and establishing new elite schools, the regime sought to influence youth through the
content of what was taught in schools.” (436) "Relevance” and historical revision: "The course of history
must not appear to our young people as a chronicle which strings events together indiscriminately, but, as
in a play, only the important events, those which have a major impact on life, should be portrayed.” (438)

RETRAIN TEACHERS

First indoctrinate teachers: "The real task of the NSLB is to create the new German educator in the spirit
of National Socialism. It is being carried out with the same methods with which the movement has
conguerad the whoele nation: indoctrination and propaganda.” (432)

Certify compliant teachers. "The Nazi party... realized they could do little with the existing professors if
they outwardly conformed. They concentrated, therefore, on trying to transform the profession by
controlling entry and promotion within it throgh process of political indoctrination....” (444)

The oppressive tactics of the NEA: "Teachers were, however, also subject to control from their
professional association, the National Socialist Teachers' League (NSLB)... it expanded through a mixture
of propaganda and intimidation... The main functions of the NSLB were, first, the provision of reports on
the political reliability of teachers for appointments and promotions and, secondly, the ideological
indoctrination of teachers..."” @31)

Conform or resign. "Most academics were either apolitical or approved of at least some aspects of the
regime.... Those who did not, were either forced out or intimidated into silence.” (445)



SILENCE THE OPPOSITION

Block the negative influence of parents and traditional culture: ".. these boys join our organization at the
age of ten.. four years later, they move from the Jungvolk to Hitler Youth and there we keep them for
another four years. And then we are even less prepared to give them back into the hands of those who
create our class and status barriers..." (417)

Punish parents who protect their children from state indoctrination: "A legatl guardian will be liabie to a fine
up to 150 RM or fo imprisonment, if he deliberately contravenes the stipulation #9 of this decree
(registration for Hitler Youth}." (420)

Vouchers and Christian schools: "Private schools and denominational schools gradually succumbed to
various pressures: the loss of government subsidies or tax concessions...." (434)

FACE THE CONSEQUENCES

Some resist the crude, immoral, and anti-intellectual climate and the pressures to conform: "By the end of
the 1930s, a growing number of students were coming to resent the regimentation, the pressures fo
conform, the anti-intellectual climate, the crudity of the regime's style and its morat duplicity." (443)

Arrogant students: "Teachers, in particular, were also concemed at the contempt for intellect cultivated by
the HJ and at the arrogance displayed toward them by pupils who were leaders in the HJ." (429)



Washington Post article:

A tough critique of Common Core on early
childhood education

By Edward Miller and Nancy Carlsson-Paige

“Recent critiques of the Common Core Standards by Marion Brady and John T. Spencer
have noted that the process for creating the new K-12 standards involved too little
research, public dialogue, or input from educators. . .

When the standards were first revealed in March 2010, many early childhood educators
and researchers were shocked. “The people who wrote these standards do not appear to
have any background in child development or early childhood edueation,” wrote
Stephanie Feeney of the University of Hawaii, chair of the Advocacy Committee of the
National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators . . .

Moreover, the Common Core Standards do not provide for ongoing research or review
of the outcomes of their adoption—a bedrock principle of any truly research-based

endeavor.

1t’s bad enough to set up committees to make policy on matters they know little or
nothing about. But it’s worse to conceal and distort the public reaction to those policies.
And that’s exactly what happened. . .

Early childhood gets few mentions in this summary. The first one, on page 3, quotes an
anonymous respondent: “Add pre-k standards.” In other words, not only do
educators supposedly like the K-3 standards, they want them pushed down
to even younger children. (In fact, that’s what’s happening now in many

states.)”
Read the full article at the link below.,

hitp://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/01/29/a-tough-

critique-of-common-core-on-early-childhood-education/

Aled [ x. K



AGENDA 21

Full version explained, the last 10 minutes of the video states in Agenda 21’s own literature

Agenda 21 EXPLAINED, full version

Influencing our Children

Consensus, not independent thinking:
Facts are only man-made
About eliminating disagreement
We must rely on experts
Only OK to question certain ideas

http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=9GvkzQWIX]s
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influencing our children

Standard 3

“They learn that mathematics is man-made, that it is arbitrary, and good solutions are arrived at by
consensus among those who are experts.”

This video is from 2011, and if you’ve never heard of Agenda 21, this is a must watch from
beginning to end. Although some states have wised up to this and have laws in place to prevent
this, I have no doubt it will slowly creep its way back into communities over time, in future
generations, as our children learn to become “global citizens” through our education system if
we are not diligent in learning what is going on in our world.



Common Core Video Primer

http://Hfightcommencore.com/
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TEXT ANID DOCUMENTS

The “Definitive Edition

F. A. HAYEK

KR uy

e Cadduoll

“The Road to Serfdom by F. A. Hayek is a powerful analysis of how the use
of economic planning leads to the evils of totalitarianism when economic
planning replaces the markets. A democracy is based on individual freedoms.
Individuals have the freedom to make their own choices and decisions. One of
the choices and decisions regards the choice of occupation and employment. A
market allocates resources, one of which is labor, to different uses in response
to market conditions. This happens automatically through changes in wages
and prices without direction from a commissar. The market results in an
efficient use of resources with output production in accordance with the
preferences of consumers.

Planning that takes the place of the markets robs the individual of this
freedom of choice. The only way the planners can reallocate resources,
including labor, is by the use of force. Therefore, one of the freedoms given up
in the move to planning is the individual's freedom to choose his own
occupation and employment.”



Washington Post Article-

Principal: ‘I was naive about Common
Core’

= By Valerie Strauss

&

& Atarch 4 at M3 am

PRETARING AMERIGA'S STUDENTS TOR DOLLEDE & CAREER , . ..
Here’s a powerful piece about how an award-winning

principal went from being a Common Core supporter to an opponrent. This was written by Carol Burris,
principal of South Side High School in New York. She was named the 2010 New York State Quistanding
Educator by the School Administrators Association of New York State. She is one of the co-authors of the
principals’ letter against evaluating teachers by student test scores, which has been signed by 1,535 New

York principals.
By Carol Burris

When I first read about the Common Core State Standards, I cheered. I believe that our schools should
teach all students (except for those who have severe learning disabilities), the skills, habits and kﬁowledge
that they need to be successful in post secondary education. That doesn’t mean that every teenager must
be prepared to enter Harvard, but it does mean that every young adult, with few exceptions, should at

least be prepared to enter their local community college. That is how we give students a real choice.

I even co-authored a book, "Opening the Common Core,” on how to help schools meet that goal. Itisa
book about rich curriculum and equitable teaching practices, not about testing and sanctions. We wrote it

because we thought that the Comtmon Core would be a student-centered reform based on principles of

equity.
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I confess that I was naive. I should have known in an age in which standardized tests direct teaching and
learning, that the standards themselves would quickly become operationalized by tests. Testing, coupled
with the evaluation of teachers by scores, is driving its implementation. The promise of the Common Core
is dying and teaching and learning are being distorted. The well that should sustain the Core has been

poisoned.

I hear about those distortions every day. Many of the teachers in my high school are also the parents of
young children. They come into my office with horror stories regarding the incessant pre-testing, testing
and test prep that is taking place in their own children’s classrooms. Last month, a colleague gave me a

multiple-choice quiz taken by his seven-year old son during music. Here is a question:

Kings and queens COMMISSIONED Mozart to write symphonies for celebrations and ceremontes.
What does COMMISSION mean?

1. to force someone to do work against his or her will
2. to divide a piece of music into different movements
to perform a long song accompanted by an orchestra

4. to pay someone to create artwork or a piece of music

Whether or not learning the word ‘commission’ is appropriate for second graders could be debated—I
personally think it is a bit over the top. What is of deeper concefn, however, is that during a time when 77

year olds should be listening to and making music, they are instead taking a vocabulary quiz.

1 think that the reason for the quiz is evident to anyone who has been following the reform debate. The
Common Core places an extraordinary emphasis on vocabulary development. Probably, the music teacher
believes she must do her part in test prep. More than likely she is being evaluated in part by the English
Language Arts test scores of the building, Teachers are engaged in practices like these because they are
pressured and afraid, not because they think the assessments are educationally sound. Their principals
are pressured and nervous about their own scores and the school’s scores. Guaranteed, every child in the

class feels that pressure and trepidation as well. 2



An English teacher in my building came to me with a ‘reading test’ that her third grader took. Her

daughter did poorly onthe test. Asboth a mother and an English teacher she knew that the difficulty of
the passage and the questions were way over grade level. Her daughter, who is an excellent reader, was
crushed. She and Ilooked on the side of the copy of the quiz and found the word “Pearson.” The school,
responding to pressure from New York State, had purchased test prep materialg from the company that

makes the exam for the state.

I am troubled that a company that has a multi-million dollar contract to create tests for the state should
also be able to profit from producing test prep materials. I am even more deeply troubled that this
wonderful little girl, whom I have known since she was born, is being subject to this distortion of what her

primary education should be.

There are so many stories that I could tell-the story of my guidance counselor’s sixth-grade, learning
disabled child who feels like a failure due to constant testing, a principal of an elementary school who is
furious with having to use to use a book he deems inappropriate for third graders because his district
bought the State Education Department approved commeon core curriculum, and the frustration of math
teachers due to the ever-changing rules regarding the use of calculators on the tests. And all of this is
mixed with the toxic fear that comes from knowing you will be evaluated by test results and that “your

score” will be known to any of your parents who ask.

When state education officials chide, “Don’t drill for the test, it does not work”, teachers laugh. Of course
test prep works. Every parent who has ever paid hundreds of dollars for SAT prep knows it works —but no
parent is foclish enough to think that the average 56 point ‘coaching’ jump in an SAT score means that

their child is more “college ready.”

Test scores are a rough proxy for learning. Tests imperfectly examine selected domains of skills, so that we
can infer what students know. Real learning occurs in the mind of the learner when she makes
connections with prior learning, makes meaning, and retains that knowledge in order to create additional

meaning from new information. In short, with tests we see traces of learning, not learning itself.



What oceurs in a “data driven”, high-stakes learning environment is that the full domain of what should
be learned narrows to those items tested, The Common Core, for example, wants students to grow in five
skill areas in English Language Arts — reading, writing, speaking, listening and collaboration. But the
Common Core tests will only measure reading and writing. Parents can expect that the other three will be
neglected as teachers frantically try to prepare students for the difficult and high-stakes tests. What gets
measured gets done, and make no mistake: “reformers” understand that full well. In fact, they count on
it. They see data, not children. For the corporate reformers, test data constitute the bottom-line profits

that they watch.

There is no one more knowledgeable about school change and systemic reforms than Michael Fullan. He
is a renowned international authority on school reform, having been actively engaged in both its
implementation as well in the analysis of reform results. I had the pleasure of listening to him this week

at the Long Island ASCD spring conference.

Fullan told us that the present reforms are led by the wrong drivers of change — individual accountability
of teachers, linked to test scores and punishment, cannot be successful in transforming schools. He told
us that the Common Core standards will fall of their own weight because standards and assessments,
rather than curriculum and instruction are driving the Common Core. He explained that the right driver
of school change is capacity building. Data should be used as a strategy for improvement, not for
accountability purposes. The Common Core is a powerful tool, but it is being implemented using the

wrong drivers.

Fullan helped to successfully lead the transformation of schools in Ontario, Canada, and he has tried to
influence our national conversation, but his advice has been shunned. T will close with a final quete from

Fullan and let readers draw their own conclusions:

A fool with a tool is still a fool. A fool with a powerful tool is a dangerous fool.



Solutions:

Lead by example: Wisconsin should become a state with full implementation of vouchers for every child.
Even at the public level. This will: '

1-This forces responsibility onto the partent (s) or guardian(s). More involvement and informed
decisions by parents to find what meets the best needs of their individual child or children should be

first and foremost.

How many parents shop around for the best childcare business for their child or instead decide
to stay home with their young child. It truly is their choice and their right.

2- This will weed out the poorly staffed and run downed schools to only make one of two choices:
Clean up their act and become a top notch school or
start to see private and charter schools popping up in their community

3- You will start to see the best teachers sorted out from the pool of educators that really do not have
what it takes to be a successful and sought after teacher.

| know this all sounds so simple, and 'm sure there is complication to any implementation. There are
already children that “district hop” because many parents believe the school in their local community
does not meet the needs of their child’s learning ability. Every child is unique and every child will learn
differently. Did you know that there are 7 different ways people learn?

Your learning styles have more influence than you may realize. Your preferred styles guide the way you learn. They also change the way
vou internally represent experiences, the way you recall information, and even the words you choose. We explore more of these features

in this chapter.

Research shows us that each learning style uses different parts of the brain. By involving more of the brain during learning, we remember
more of what we learn. Researchers using brain-imaging technologies have been able to find out the key areas of the brain responsible
for each learning style

hupdawww Jeaming-stvles-onfine. comfoverview/

The Seven Learning Styles
Visual (spatial}:You prefer using pictures, images, and spatial understanding.
Aural (auditory-musieal): You prefer using scund and music.
Verhal (finguistic): You prefer using words, beth in speech and writing.
Physieal {kinesthetic): You prefer using your body, hands and sense of touch.
ogical (mathematical): You prefer using logic, reasoning and systems.

Log
—
Secial (interpersonal): You prefer to learn in groups or with other people. / ; f E /w[ /.< L >

Solitarv {intrapersonal): You prefer to work alone and use self-study.



[ also believe a teacher that makes learning “ fun “ will capture the mind and heart of a child and they
will ultimately learn. The CCSS and the CCC is basically a ONE SIZE FITS ALL education that only benefits
the educator, not the individual child. I'm sorry, but some educators need to come off their high horses
and really examine their hearts as to what meets the best situation for a child.

http://thinklab.tvpepad.com/think [ab/2006/03/8th grade exami.him!

8th Grade Examination from late 1800's in Kansas

Remember when our grandparents, great-grandparents, and such stated that they only had an 8th grade
education? Well, check this out. - - -

This is the eighth-grade final exam from 1895 in Salina, KS, USA. It was taken from the original document
on file at the Smokey Valley Genealogical Society and Library in Salina, KS, and reprinted by the Salina
Journal. Students were given 5 hours to complete the test.

Small sample:

Grammar (Time. one hour)
1. Give nine rules for the use of Capital Letters.
2. Name the Parts of Speech and define those that have no Modifications.

Arithmetic (Time. 1.25 hours)

1. Name and define the Fundamental Rules of Arithmetic.

4. District No. 33 has a valuation of $35,000. What is the necessary levy to carry on a school seven
months at $50 per month, and have $104 for incidentals?

6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 18 days at 7 percent.

10. Write a Bank Check, a Promissory Note, and a Receipt

U. 8. History (Time. 45 minutes)

3. Relate the causes and results of the Revolutionary Way.

4. Shaw the territorial growth of the United States.

5. Tell what you can of the history of Kansas.

7. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, and Howe?
8. Name events connected with the following dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849, 1865,

And it continues on. Fascinating to say the least. | think American exceptionalism will slowly degrade with
the implementation of any national common standard. Thank you for your time and | really hope you take
the time to research CCSS and CCC if you haven't already. |t is a spider web that just gets bigger and
bigger the more we find out as it's implemented. Listen to what your heart tells you and please make an
informed decision on opting out of CCSS and CCC.



