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MILWAUKEE (AP) — A
bill headed to the Wiscon-
sin Senate floor would strip
the city of Milwaukee of
its ability to force lenders
to quickly sell ‘‘zombie
homes,’’ abandoned, fore-
closed properties that
depress property values
and add to urban blight.   

The Assembly bill would
undo some of the powers to
battle zombie homes that
Milwaukee gained from a
2015 Wisconsin Supreme
Court decision. The mea-
sure narrowly cleared a
Senate committee last
week, with the Committee
on Insurance, Housing and
Trade passing the bill on a
3-2 vote by a paper ballot
rather than at a public
meeting, a Milwaukee
newspaper reported.   

Milwaukee Mayor Tom
Barrett argues the bill
would worsen the zombie
home problem in his city
and other communities.   

‘‘I don’t know why some-
one would want to worsen
that problem,’’ Barrett
said.   

In a unanimous ruling,
the Wisconsin Supreme
Court last year upheld a
2012 law that strengthened
Milwaukee’s hand in deal-
ing with zombie homes.   

The justices said that
when a court declares a
foreclosed property to be
abandoned, the lender
must offer it for sale. Fore-
closed properties are auc-
tioned off at sheriff’s sales
and lenders often buy the
properties themselves.   

The lawsuit was brought
by Legal Action on behalf
of an elderly Milwaukee
woman who mistakenly
assumed she lost her home
after a foreclosure suit,
only to later learn she still
owned it and was responsi-
ble for taxes and other
costs of homeownership.   

A homeowner keeps title
to the property until a fore-
closure is complete and the
home is sold at a sheriff’s
sale. But many homeown-

ers assume they lost title
when the foreclosure
begins and they abandon
their property.   

‘‘This is why it’s referred
to as a zombie’’ property,
Barrett said, explaining
the property sits vacant
and is a target for vandals.
‘‘Grandma is no longer
around, grandma has
moved on, grandma has
zero economic incentive to
improve the property.’’   

Current law requires a
lender to sell an abandoned
foreclosed property after a
five-week ‘‘redemption’’
period, during which the
homeowner has an oppor-
tunity to pay the mortgage.
The Assembly bill would
give the lender one year to
decide what to do with the
property. At the end of that
period, the lender could
sell the property or walk
away, leaving it in the orig-
inal owner’s hands — even
if that person erroneously
assumed they lost title and
is long gone.   

The bill’s lead Assembly
sponsor, Republican state
Rep. Terry Katsma of Oost-
burg, contends the propos-
al would help address the
lingering foreclosure crisis
— an argument Milwaukee
officials dispute.   

The measure already has
passed the Assembly and
would head to Republican
Gov. Scott Walker for his
signature if the Senate
approves it. But it’s
unclear whether the bill
will make it to the Senate
on March 15, the only
remaining floor debate of
the session. 
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LOS ANGELES — Nancy
Reagan, the helpmate, back-
stage adviser and fierce pro-
tector of Ronald Reagan in
his journey from actor to
president — and finally dur-
ing his 10-year battle with
Alzheimer’s disease — has
died. She was 94.   

The former first lady died
Sunday at her home in the
Bel-Air section of Los Ange-
les of congestive heart fail-
ure, assistant Allison Borio
told The Associated Press.   

Her best-known project as
first lady was the ‘‘Just Say
No’’ campaign to help kids
and teens stay off drugs.   

When she swept into the
White House in 1981, the for-
mer Hollywood actress par-
tial to designer gowns and
pricey china was widely dis-
missed as a pre-feminist
throwback, concerned only
with fashion, decorating and
entertaining. By the time she
moved out eight years later,
Mrs. Reagan was fending off
accusations that she was a
behind-the-scenes ‘‘dragon
lady’’ wielding unchecked
power over the Reagan
administration — and doing
it based on astrology to boot.   

All along she maintained
that her only mission was to
back her ‘‘Ronnie’’ and
strengthen his presidency.   

Mrs. Reagan carried that
charge through the rest of
her days. She served as a full-
time caretaker as
Alzheimer’s melted away her
husband’s memory. After his
death in June 2004 she dedi-
cated herself to tending his
legacy, especially at his presi-
dential library in California,
where he had served as gov-
ernor.   

She also championed
Alzheimer’s patients, raising
millions of dollars for
research and breaking with
fellow conservative Republi-
cans to advocate for stem cell
studies. Her dignity and per-
severance in these post-White
House roles helped smooth
over the public’s fickle per-

ceptions of the former first
lady.   

The Reagans’ mutual devo-
tion over 52 years of mar-
riage was legendary. They
were forever holding hands.
She watched his political
speeches with a look of such
steady adoration it was
dubbed ‘‘the gaze.’’ He called
her ‘‘Mommy,’’ and penned a
lifetime of gushing love
notes. She saved these letters,
published them as a book,
and found them a comfort
when he could no longer
remember her.   

After Reagan was shot by
John Hinckley just three
months into his presidency,
he was said to have famously
wisecracked to her, ‘‘Honey, I
forgot to duck.’’   

In announcing his
Alzheimer’s diagnosis in
1994, Reagan wrote, ‘‘I only
wish there was some way I
could spare Nancy from this
painful experience.’’ Ten
years later, as his body lay in
state in the U.S. Capitol, Mrs.
Reagan caressed and gently
kissed the flag-draped casket.   

In a statement Sunday, U.S.
President Barack Obama and
first lady Michelle Obama
spoke of the Reagan’s jour-
ney with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.   

‘‘Later, in her long goodbye
with President Reagan, she
became a voice on behalf of
millions of families going
through the depleting, aching
reality of Alzheimer’s, and

took on a new role, as advo-
cate, on behalf of treatments
that hold the potential and
the promise to improve and
save lives,’’ the Obama’s said.  

As the newly arrived first
lady, Mrs. Reagan raised
more than $800,000 from pri-
vate donors to redo the White
House family quarters and to
buy a $200,000 set of china
bordered in red, her signa-
ture color. She was criticized
for financing these pet pro-
jects with donations from
millionaires who might seek
influence with the govern-
ment, and for accepting gifts
and loans of dresses worth
thousands of dollars from top
designers. Her lavish lifestyle
— in the midst of a recession
and with her husband’s
administration cutting
spending on the needy —
inspired the mocking
moniker ‘‘Queen Nancy.’’   

But her admirers credited
Mrs. Reagan with restoring
grace and elegance to the
White House after the auster-
ity of the Carter years.   

Her substantial influence
within the White House came
to light slowly in her hus-
band’s second term.   

Although a feud between
the first lady and chief of
staff Donald Regan had
spilled into the open, the
president dismissed reports
that it was his wife who got
Regan fired. ‘‘The idea that
she is involved in governmen-
tal decisions and so forth and

all of this, and being a kind of
dragon lady — there is noth-
ing to that,’’ a visibly angry
Reagan assured reporters.   

But Mrs. Reagan herself
and other insiders later con-
firmed her role in rounding
up support for Regan’s ouster
and persuading the president
that it had to be done, because
of the Iran-Contra scandal
that broke under Regan’s
watch.   

She delved into policy
issues, too. She urged Reagan
to finally break his long
silence on the AIDS crisis.
She nudged him to publicly
accept responsibility for the
arms-for-hostages scandal.
And she worked to buttress
those advisers urging him to
thaw U.S. relations with the
Soviet Union, over the objec-
tions of the administration’s
‘‘evil empire’’ hawks.   

Near the end of Reagan’s
presidency, ex-chief of staff
Regan took his revenge with
a memoir revealing that the
first lady routinely consulted
a San Francisco astrologer to
guide the president’s sched-
ule. Mrs. Reagan, who had a
longtime interest in horo-
scopes, maintained that she
used the astrologer’s fore-
casts only in hopes of pre-
dicting the safest times for

her husband to venture out of
the White House after the
assassination attempt.    

Anne Frances Robbins,
nicknamed Nancy, was born
on July 6, 1921, in New York
City. Her parents separated
soon after she was born and
her mother, film and stage
actress Edith Luckett, went
on the road. Nancy was
reared by an aunt until 1929,
when her mother married Dr.
Loyal Davis, a wealthy Chica-
go neurosurgeon who gave
Nancy his name and a
socialite’s home. She majored
in drama at Smith College
and found stage work with
the help of her mother’s con-
nections.   

In 1949, MGM signed 5-foot-
4, doe-eyed brunette Nancy
Davis to a movie contract.
She was cast mostly as a loyal
housewife and mother. She
had a key role in ‘‘The Next
Voice You Hear ...,’’ an unusu-
al drama about a family that
hears God’s voice on the
radio. In ‘‘Donovan’s Brain,’’
she played the wife of a scien-
tist possessed by disembod-
ied gray matter.   

She met Ronald Reagan in
1950, when he was president
of the Screen Actors Guild
and she was seeking help
with a problem: Her name

had been wrongly included
on a published list of suspect-
ed communist sympathizers.
They discussed it over din-
ner, and she later wrote that
she realized on that first
blind date ‘‘he was every-
thing that I wanted.’’   

They wed two years later,
on March 4, 1952. Daughter
Patti was born in October of
that year and son Ron fol-
lowed in 1958. Reagan already
had a daughter, Maureen, and
an adopted son, Michael,
from his marriage to actress
Jane Wyman. (Later, public
spats and breaches with her
grown children would
become a frequent source of
embarrassment for Mrs. Rea-
gan.)   

She was thrust into the
political life when her hus-
band ran for California gov-
ernor in 1966 and won. She
found it a surprisingly rough
business.   

‘‘The movies were custard
compared to politics,’’ Mrs.
Reagan said.   

California’s Democratic
Gov. Jerry Brown released a
statement on behalf of all
Californians.   

‘‘Nancy Reagan lived a
remarkable life and will be
remembered for her strength
and grace,’’ Brown said.   

Former first lady Nancy Reagan dies at 94

‘Zombie homes’ bill heads
to Wisconsin Senate

ASHWAUBENON (AP) — Wisconsin
retirees need to contact politicians and
‘‘get in their face in Washington’’ to stop
proposed pension cuts, according to a
leader of a group campaigning against
the cuts.   

More than 300 retired Teamsters
attended a meeting Saturday in Ash-
waubenon for an update on the fight
against the Central States Pension
Fund’s request to cut pension payments
to remain solvent, Green Bay Press-
Gazette Media reported.   

At issue is a 2014 law that allows pen-
sion plans to request federal approval to
cut payouts if the payments significant-
ly exceed the fund’s income. The Team-
sters and AARP opposed the law when it
passed as part of a government-wide
spending bill. But other unions saw it as
a solution preferable to plans becoming
insolvent and getting a federal bailout.   

The Central States Pension Plan filed
an application with the U.S. Treasury
last year to implement a plan to stay sol-
vent. That could mean deep cuts to some
participants.   

An estimated 40,000 retired Teamsters
in Wisconsin would be affected by the
cuts.   

Bob Amsden, co-chairman of the Mil-
waukee-based Wisconsin Committee to
Protect Pensions, told people in Satur-
day’s crowd to fight for their rights.   

‘‘(Politicians are) trying to steal it, and
the only way they’re going to under-
stand is if we get in their face in Wash-
ington,’’ Amsden said.   

The other co-chair, Bernie Anderson,
said retirees need to mobilize quickly.
Anderson urged them to send letters to
members of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee in the next two weeks before the
panel takes up the issue.   

In addition to a letter-writing cam-
paign, the committee to protect pensions
has hired lobbyists and is planning a
demonstration in Washington in April.   

‘‘Legislation got us into this mess. It’s
the only thing that can get us out,’’
Anderson said.   

Pat McKenney, a 64-year-old retired
truck driver from Green Bay, said the
prospect of losing half his pension
makes him nervous about being able to
afford his home. But he said the cam-
paign by his fellow Teamsters to stop the
cuts gives him hope.   

‘‘These guys are pushing for it hard,
and I’m going to be calling my congress-
men, too,’’ McKenney said. 

Group mobilizes 
Wisconsin 

Teamsters against
pension cuts
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Associated Press

Los Angeles police officers salute as a hearse leaves the home of
Nancy Reagan on Sunday in the Bel-Air district of Los Angeles.

Associated Press

In this July 18, 1985 file photo, President Ronald Reagan and his wife, Nancy, wave from win-
dows of his hospital room at the Navy Medical Center in Bethesda, Md.

By Greg Moore
Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Immigrants’
rights supporters lost a key battle to
get ID cards for people who are living
in the U.S. illegally when the Wiscon-
sin Legislature passed a bill to ban
counties issuing such cards, but
activists say they’re not giving up the
fight.   

Led by Voces de la Frontera, advo-
cates hope a sustained show of force
— which started with a major protest
at the state Capitol last month — will
prompt Gov. Scott Walker to veto the
measure. If that doesn’t work, they
say they’re going to shift their focus to
cities with significant Latino popula-
tions, such as Milwaukee and Madi-
son.   

Supporters say local ID cardholders
would be able to open bank accounts,
enter schools and accurately identify
themselves to police, among other
benefits. But opponents say the
Republican-sponsored proposal will
prevent fraud and confusion, because
the cards are easy to fake and coun-
ties don’t have the authority to issue
such documentation.   

‘‘We already issue state ID,’’ Sen.
Van Wanggaard said, adding that a
new form of identification ‘‘creates a
problem of having credibility.’’   

The issue highlights continued
efforts to bring immigrant communi-
ties into the mainstream in Wiscon-
sin and elsewhere around the nation,
and the resistance of political leaders,
such as Wanggaard, who say immi-
grants shouldn’t be rewarded for
entering the country illegally.   

‘‘Symbolically,’’ said Jon Blazer, an
immigration expert with of the
American Civil Liberties Union’s
national office, ‘‘this is quite impor-
tant to both sides. It speaks to the
symbolism of who belongs.’’   

The local ID programs started in
the mid- to late 2000s and have gained
traction in many places across the
nation, Blazer said, but the broader
push has picked up momentum since
2013, when eight states, Washington,
D.C., and Puerto Rico started allowing
immigrants without legal status to
obtain driver’s licenses. New York
City officials in 2014 started issuing
IDNYC cards, calling it the largest
municipal ID card program in the
nation.   

But the efforts have been met by
backlash: A bill this year in Arizona’s
Senate challenged a Phoenix local ID

plan but failed, and North Carolina
lawmakers sharply limited local pow-
ers to issue ID cards last year.   

A local-level effort led to finalized
plans in Milwaukee for a jointly fund-
ed city-county card, which would
have started going out this year if not
for the legislation on Walker’s desk,
Voces executive director Christine
Neumann-Ortiz said.   

Eduardo Perera, a 41-year-old con-
tractor who’s lived in Milwaukee for
years but was born in Mexico, said
the identification would have made
his life easier in countless ways. But
aside from that, he said, ‘‘it’s a moral
thing.   

‘‘I’ve lived here 26 years. I’ve owned
a house for 18 years. I should be able
to prove that I’m here.’’   

Perera and others say the cards
would have helped everyone from vic-
tims of domestic violence, who can’t
obtain restraining orders without
identification, to city residents who
can’t drop off recycling without ID.   

But Republican legislators see it dif-
ferently: ‘‘Trying to get ID for some-
one here illegally is a federal issue,’’
Wanggaard said.   

The local ID bill, which passed last
month, and a ‘‘sanctuary city’’ bill
pending before the state Senate that
would require police to check the
immigration status of criminal sus-
pects, prompted more than 15,000 peo-
ple to protest at the state Capitol in
protest last month.   

Walker hasn’t indicated whether he
plans to sign the ID legislation, but
the Republican said recently that he
doesn’t expect the sanctuary city bill
to advance and that he’s ‘‘just fine
with that.’’   

Neumann-Ortiz said the local ID
bill ‘‘at its heart is racist and anti-
immigrant,’’ and she noted that her
group will call for more protests over
the next few weeks. ‘‘If it passes there
will be a political price to the Republi-
can party.’’   

Neumann-Ortiz also said her group
is poised to take the local ID fight to
the city of Milwaukee, which, along
with other cities and villages, would-
n’t be limited under the legislation.
However, she acknowledges advocates
will have to rally political will and
seek funding for a new plan without
Milwaukee County involvement.   

Local ID cards, she said, show
immigrants, many of whom have
lived in the state for decades, that
‘‘you’re part of the community. You’re
appreciated.’’   

Wisconsin immigration activists
vow to fight for local IDs


