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Rep. Brostoff and Hmong 18 Council to hold Listening Sessions with the Hmong Community
on Mej Koob Legislation

MADISON - In a series of four listening sessions, Representative Jonathan Brostoff will be discussing legislation he
penned that would legally certify weddings performed by the Mej Koob.

“It is time our society recognizes cultural leaders and the important role they play in the lives of Hmong community
members,” said Rep. Jonathan Brostoff (D-Milwaukee). “I would like to hear from Hmong leaders and the
community about what they need out of this legislation before moving forward.”

In traditional Hmong weddings, the Mej Koob negotiate the terms of the union. Usually there are two each family
utilizing one. Many of the weddings officiated by the Mej Koob are not legally recognized outside of the Hmong
community. Rep. Brostoff is working with the Hmong leaders to address that issue and to support the needs of the
Hmong community so that we can respect cultural traditions while making sure our legal requirements are being
met.

Brostoff finished by saying, “I look forward to continuing to work with the Hmong community to ensure this meets
the needs of the community in the best way possible.”
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Phubtee Brostoff thiab Koom Haum Hmong 18 Xeem yuav tsa muaj Rooj Sibtha
Nrog Tsoom Hmoob txog Kev Lis Kev Cai rau Cov MejKoob Hmoob

Madison - raws li 4 lub rooj sibtham tau teem ntawd, Phubtee Johnathan Brostoff yuav piav txog ghov cai uas nws
baj tsim tsa kom cov Mejkoob Hmoob muaj cai kos tau lawv be rau daim ntawv sib yuav kom raws kev raws cai.

“Nws yog lub caij peb tej kev coj kev ua yuav tsum txhawb cov coj kab lis kev cai thiab tes dej num tseem ceeb
lawv tuav ntawm Hmoob zej zog thiab pej xeem Hmoob,” Phubtee Johnathan Brostoff (D-Miwaukee) hais. “Kuv
xav hnov ntawm Hmoob tej thawj coj thiab neeg zej neeg zos txog tej yam tseem ceeb rau ghov kev cai no ua ntej
yuav pib mus ntxiv.”

“Raws Hmoob kab tshoob kev kos, MejKoob (lub suab hais yog met-kong) sib hais tej kev ua neej ntawm ob leeg.
Feem ntau mas muaj ob tug MejKoob rau ib tog twg ntawm ob tog niam txiv, tog ntxhais thiab tog tub. Tej tshoob
kos uas MejKoob hais mas siv tsis tau rau sab nraud tsuas yog hauv Hmoob lub neej xwb. Phubtee Brostoff tab tom
lis dej num nrog Hmoob tej coj noj cov ua los tsim kho tej teeb meem ntawd thiab los txhawb tej kev tu ncua ntawm
Hmoob kom siv tau Hmoob tej kev tej cai thiab yoog kom raws nom tswv cov cai tswv fwm.

Brostoff xaus lus tias, “Kuv baj lis dej lis num nrog Hmoob tej neeg zej neeg zos kom ghov nov pab tau cov Hmoob
kom zoo li zoo tau.”
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