
From: michael juris [mailto:michaeljuris@hotmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, January 12, 2015 2:48 PM 
To: Sen.Cowles; Rep.Kerkman; Sen.Lassa; Rep.Shankland 

Cc: Amherst Village Hall Clerk's Office; michael juris 
Subject: Written Comment Re: Public Hearing on Audit of Government Accountability Board 

 
 
January 12, 2015 
 
FROM: Michael Juris  
             President - Village of Amherst 
             Amherst, Wisconsin 

              
REGARDING: The Joint Legislative Audit Committee's scheduled public hearing  
                        at 10 a.m. Wednesday, January 14, at the State Capitol  
                        on the Legislative Audit Bureau's recent audit  
                        of the Government Accountability Board. 
 

To whom this may concern; 
 

As an elected official representing the staff and residents of the Village of Amherst, I wish to provide the 
following comments for inclusion in the testimony to be compiled through the public hearing as noted 
above.  
 

We all understand how essential the election process is within our system of government as citizens vote 
to empower their representatives and decide issues through the referendum process.  Wisconsin's 
election process, as it is administered at the local level, relies upon the dedication and training of 
countless election officials.  I feel that Wisconsin's Government Accountability Board, in its current 
organizational structure, provides invaluable direction and support for these local election officials.   With 
current state statutes and recent legislative directives often providing interpretive and administrative 
challenges for our local election officials, I believe the efforts of the G.A.B. have successfully served to 
protect the integrity and fairness of Wisconsin's elective process. 
 

With about 1,045 residents, the Village of Amherst is fortunate to employ a full-time certified municipal 
clerk who informs me of her inquiries to the G.A.B. for clarification or information on various matters 
relative to elections as needed.  In each instance, she has indicated that G.A.B. personnel have provided 
clear answers in a timely manner, and have been available to discuss specific details if needed.  I believe 
that the G.A.B., within its current operating structure, has done an exceptional job in keeping our clerk 
informed and updated on changes pertinent to our Wisconsin election procedures, as well as providing 
appropriate educational opportunities for election officials to utilize.  The Village of Amherst is indeed 
fortunate to have a trained, experienced village clerk, but I cannot help but think of just how valuable and 
necessary the G.A.B.'s availability and expertise must be to the numerous local municipalities that employ 
officials or staff with less training, experience or time to devote to election administration.   It would be a 
true disservice to the people we all serve to advocate to drastically alter the structure or modify the 
authority of this board.    
 

Therefore, for the purposes of this audit and the public hearing underway, I would encourage and support 
recommendations that will allow the Government Accountability Board to continue to operate as closely 
as possible within its present form. 
 

Sincerely, 
Michael Juris 

President - Village of Amherst 
 

Village Office:   160 Mill Street 
                          Amherst, WI  54406 

715.824.5613 

 





































From: Vicki Tessen [mailto:vtessen@vokimberly.org]  
Sent: Friday, January 09, 2015 11:31 AM 
To: Sen.Cowles; Rep.Kerkman 
Subject: GAB Audit hearing 
  
  
January 9, 2015 
  
  
The Honorable Robert Cowles  
State Senator  
P.O. Box 7882  
Madison, WI 53707-7882   
  
The Honorable Samantha Kerkman 
State Representative 
P.O. Box 8952 
Madison, WI 53708 
  
  
RE: Audit of GAB, January 14, 2015 
  
  
Senator Cowles and Representative Kerkman, 
  
I became the Deputy Clerk for the Village of Kimberly in March of 2012. As Deputy Clerk I am 
responsible for running elections from start to finish. I beg of you, to maintain and continue the 
staff and processes already in place for GAB / clerk relations and education. 
  
2012 was a challenging year for all clerks in regards to the number of elections we had, the 
numerous rule changes and the highly charged atmosphere and attention those elections had. 
However, as a new clerk, in a village where there is only one person that is supposed to know 
everything (SVRS, what is published and when, registration, absentee ballots…) my first year 
was more like a “fraternity hazing” and I could not have made it through without GAB’s help. 
  
SVRS Training – At the 2 day SVRS training in Madison the instructors were knowledgeable, 
prepared and dedicated – they wanted you to succeed. The training materials and individual 
computers allowed attendees to actually do the tasks versus watching the instructor do the 
tasks which was very helpful in learning the program.  
  
The Website & Webinars – It would be impossible to comply with all of the Election laws and 
rules without the GAB website and the webinars that they produce. It is truly that simple. 
Without good education WISCONSIN WILL FAIL in the election process. 
  
Phone & Email Support - I have contacted the GAB probably 100 times. I always receive a full 
and accurate answer to my questions in a timely manner. The staff is amazing! 
  
PLEASE do not make any changes to the relationship between the current GAB and the clerks 
that run elections. In my opinion, restructuring the GAB would jeopardize the integrity of 
Wisconsin elections. 



  
Respectfully, 

i|v~| gxááxÇ 

Vicki	Tessen 
WMCA,	District	7	Co‐Director 
Village	of	Kimberly,	Deputy	Clerk 
  
  

920‐788‐7500 
920‐788‐9723	(fax) 
	 
Population	6,586 
  
 

































Re: Public Hearing on Audit of Government Accountability Board Jan 14, 2015 

 

Suggestion for improvements of current election process: 

1. Review “Election Administration Manual for Wisconsin Municipal Clerks” and simplify current 

205 Pages Manual 

2. Review “Election Day Manual for Wisconsin Election Officials” and simplify, currently 150 Pages 

Manual 

3. Webinar Training is very helpful, however, it is not helpful to change some Election Rules as 

close as the day before the Election. (Photo I.D. Fiasco. November 2014 Elections early Absentee 

Voters had different rules applied for I.D. than Absentee Voters voting closer to Election Date) 

4. Change current rules when a voter which states during Election Day Process that Address 

changed has to go through the “New Voter Registration Process” this creates major problems 

trying later to reconcile Voter Numbers and implementing the change in the SVRS. 

5. Abolish Election Day Voter Registration. Best cut-off date for New Registration should be Friday 

5 p.m. before the Election Day. 

6. SVRS Data Base is flawed. Every Election we have a Number of faithful older Voters which are 

taken out of the SVRS Data Base and therefore are no longer listed in the Poll Book. We then 

have to re-register them as new Voters, in this process the entire Voter History is lost. Voters 

are very upset that this can happen. 

Clerk is responsible to enter and maintain the SVRS Data Base but then changes are made to the 

Data Base through the GAB without feed back to the Clerk, which creates major issues that 

Voters are removed from this Data Base and then no longer appear in the Poll Book Printout. 

Which requires that Voter has to go through the New Registration Process and his entire life 

voter history is lost. 

7. During November 2014 Voter Reconciliation Process a discrepancy surfaced in scanned in votes 

and Election Day reported Vote Count of 1 (one). Clerk and Chief Election Inspector spent 

several days trying to find the 1 vote discrepancy which in the end turned out to be again a 

glitch in the SVRS Database. 

8. Abolish the Provisional Voting system which does not contribute to End Voter Results, but 

creates a big complicated Paper Work process, usually based on the fact that voter has not the 

proper papers to register on Election Day, (again abolishing Election Day Registration would take 

care of some of these cases). 

 

These suggestions for improvements are submitted by: 

Elisabeth Schneider 

Chief Election Inspector, 

 Village of Williams Bay, Walworth County, P.O. Box 580, Williams Bay, WI 53191 

 

January 13, 2015   




