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Chris Danou’s Capitol Report
Wisconsin Ranks 33rd in Job Growth
As your State Representative, I have the privilege to serve almost 57,000 people in the State Assembly. I do my best to talk to every one of the people I represent, and I am pleased to communicate with many people from all walks of life in Buffalo, Jackson and Trempealeau counties.
Our conversations have always ranged from a variety of topics that include schools, roads, health care, natural resources, local control and the economy to name a few. Some topics are more of an issue du jour, but others, like the economy, are much more consistently discussed. Wisconsin has spent the last eight years struggling to recover from the Great Recession, which is when I was first elected to the Assembly. It is only natural that jobs and economic growth and development have been major topics of discussion during my time in the legislature. 
Even during the most difficult period of the Great Recession, I think it is safe to say that most people knew our economic recovery would take some time. Based on information released last week, it is clear once again that Wisconsin’s recovery is lagging behind.
According to numbers released by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Wisconsin added 37,166 private-sector non-farm, manufacturing and non-manufacturing jobs from March 2015 through March 2016. Those additional jobs amount to a 1.58% increase, which is smaller than the U.S. rate of 2.1% during the same period. These numbers rank Wisconsin 33rd in job growth among the states. If this information sounds familiar, it is because Wisconsin has trailed the nation in job growth since July 2011.

These numbers and facts show Wisconsin has been consistently lacking in job growth for well over five years. Clearly, the policies that have been enacted by the Republican majority and Governor during the last five years are not working. Wisconsin has been trailing its Midwestern neighbors and the national average for so long, I can’t help but wonder when we will start to catch up.
Albert Einstein is credited with saying, “the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results.” Whether he was actually the first person to say this does not matter, but this saying certainly applies to Republican legislative policies in Wisconsin. 
For the last five years, we have seen laws that make good political talking points, but these bills do not solve our problems today to get us back on track tomorrow. They clearly do not help us create jobs and grow our economy, otherwise we would have seen some progress by now. Time is of the essence and we need to start moving forward, but with the current leadership and vision coming from the Governor’s office, it is hard to see getting back on track any time soon.
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