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Chris Danou’s Capitol Report

Tourism Remains Strong in Wisconsin
One only needs to look at the Wisconsin State Flag to see the three pillars of our state’s economy. Agriculture, manufacturing and tourism have been the major motors driving our economy for decades, and while there have been fluctuations along the way, it’s clear that our local and statewide tourism economy is doing well.
This is especially good news as we enter the summer season, which is by far the most lucrative time for the tourism industry in Wisconsin. Of course there are obvious places we think of for tourism activity, such as the Wisconsin Dells, Door County and the Apostle Islands, but the truth is there are so many things to do in communities across the state. Whether people engage in recreational opportunities, take in sightseeing and historic places, or visit vineyards, breweries, museums or annual events, all of these kinds of unique things contribute to our tourism economy and labor force.
Since 2010, tourism activity in the state added 18,717 jobs to the economy, which is an 11% increase in employment opportunities for Wisconsin residents. The tourism industry supported a total of 190,717 jobs in Wisconsin’s labor market in 2015, with personal income from jobs supported by tourism totaling $5.1 billion, which is up almost 5% from 2014.  

According to detailed information provided by the Wisconsin Department of Tourism, regions throughout Wisconsin benefitted from tourism dollars in 2015. In fact, Wisconsin saw growth of over $800 million in tourism revenue, which is a 4.4% increase from last year that brings the state total to $19.3 billion. The specific numbers show a positive economic impact for the Wisconsin Great River Road area, which includes Buffalo, Crawford, Grant, La Crosse, Pepin, Trempealeau and Vernon counties.
When looking at the numbers for Buffalo and Trempealeau counties, it is clear there’s good news for the tourism industry in the 92nd Assembly District and the whole eight county area that makes up the Mississippi River corridor. Both counties have experienced healthy increases in tourism revenue the past two years that helps our local labor markets and economies bring in much needed revenue to pay for the services we need and expect.
From 2013-2014, Buffalo County experienced a 3.81% increase in direct visitor spending and Trempealeau County had an 8.65% increase. From 2014-2015, Buffalo County had a 3.07% increase in direct visitor spending and Trempealeau County experienced a 4.71% increase. There was also good news to see in the other county I represent as a part of the 92nd Assembly District in Madison. From 2014-2015, Jackson County saw an increase of 6.93% in direct visitor spending. These figures significantly outpaced the statewide average of 4.4%, which is very exciting news for Jackson County.

Increases in direct visitor spending also brought increases in total business sales, employment, labor income and state and local taxes, all of which are positive results from more money being spent in our community and region. We should continue to do things like promotional activities and media purchases in other states to help make these numbers increase even more this year.

Tourism certainly is an integral part of the Wisconsin economy and it’s something that transcends political lines and parties. It’s an exciting time for tourism in our region and across the state so it’s important for us to embrace this important piece of our economy and take pride in this good news. With summer being just around the corner and warm weather settling in, I hope you get the chance to visit your favorite tourist attraction in the coming months!
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