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Chris Danou’s Capitol Report

Summer is a Great Time to Visit Our State Parks
Summer is a time when many people and families plan a vacation or weekends away from home. Some have an annual destination, while others choose to venture out and find new spots. Either way, western Wisconsin and communities across the state are great places for people to catch a little R&R.

While the ideal R&R may look different for different people, I think it’s fair to say that people benefit having time away from work and home. Even though it can sometimes be hard to find the time or be difficult to save up, it’s good to know there are affordable opportunities close by that allow people the chance to enjoy beautiful scenery and recreational opportunities that make time away fun and memorable.

Some of those affordable and close-to-home opportunities are within the Wisconsin State Park System. While the network is statewide with plenty of great sites and locations, the three great state parks of Black River, Merrick and Perrot are within the 92nd Assembly District, the area I represent at the Capitol.
The Black River State Forest offers many recreational opportunities like camping, hunting, hiking, skiing and ATV riding. Since the Department of Natural Resources also manages this property, there are more than just recreational opportunities that meet a host of other objectives, including maintenance of wildlife habitat, native biological diversity, soil and water quality, aesthetics and timber production. 

The Black River State Forest is also home to the return of elk after more than a 125 year absence from the area. The elk were released from their quarantine in August 2015 and are currently roaming free in the forest. For more information, please visit: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/stateforests/blackriver/. 
Merrick State Park is popular with anglers and boaters thanks to its location along the Mississippi River. The 322-acre Merrick State Park is surrounded by the hills of the Coulee Region, and the marshy backwaters are home to a variety of fish, birds, animals and plants. Even though dams control the water levels, rising and falling waters are part of the unique, natural environment that make this location a destination. For more information, please visit: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/merrick/. 
Perrot State Park is a just a few minutes from my home in Trempealeau, and it’s a favorite spot for my family and me to spend quality time together. Perrot State Park is where the Trempealeau River meets the Mississippi River and it offers breathtaking views from 500-foot bluffs, including sights from Trempealeau Mountain. The river bank and surrounding wetlands provide great habitat for the migratory birds that travel through the area, and other wildlife that are here more regularly. For more information, please visit: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/perrot/index.html. 
We are very fortunate to have some of Wisconsin’s best state parks right here in our own community. These state parks serve as affordable and close-to-home getaway destinations for people within our community or for those from out of town. I hope people get the chance to spend time at one or some of the locations that make up our great statewide park system this summer!
[image: image2.png]Serving Buffalo, Jackson and Trempealeau Counties

State Capitol: P.0. Box 8952, Madison, Wl 53708 & (608) 266-7015 ¢ Toll-free: (888) 534-0092 & FAX: (608) 282-3692
E-mail: rep.danou@Ilegis.wi.gov @ Printed on recycled paper. &





[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]