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Chris Danou’s Capitol Report
Local Official’s Efforts Lead to State of Emergency Declaration
Anyone dealing with the aftermath of the recent flooding knows the time and energy that’s spent trying to deal with the resulting problems. While the flooding occurred over the course of just a few days, it will take weeks or even months for each situation to be addressed and for people to actually move forward.

Since the floods, there has been a lot of work done that has required collaboration from agencies at the state and local levels. Last week, Sen. Vinehout and I attended meetings in Alma and Gilmanton to hear from residents and local officials to determine what has been assessed and what the next steps will be in the process. The meetings were very informative and productive, and I was impressed with the job done by local officials to prepare and execute the meetings, as well as recognize the next steps in the process.
This past Monday, the Governor declared a State of Emergency in Eau Claire, Buffalo and Trempealeau counties to help local governments and residents recover from the impacts of the heavy rain and flooding that took place August 10-11. Based on the declaration, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation requested the Federal Highway Administration release funds to help with an estimated $1.8 million in damages to Federal-aid highways in those three counties. This is a good step in the right direction, but it’s also clear that other state and local roads need resources as well.
Of course having access to federal resources is important, and we also need resources and financial assistance to help us get through these difficult circumstances. As I listened and participated in conversations with people the past few weeks, it became even clearer to me that our rural communities need resources every day, not just in times of need. That means having funds to fix and maintain our roads and bridges on a regular basis, not just when Mother Nature causes serious problems.
We know our roads need more attention and our transportation budget needs more funding in Wisconsin. Having resources and a plan in place will not only help us address emergency-related issues moving forward, but we can also be more proactive in regular maintenance and repairs. I hope the Governor and legislative leaders are actually listening to the people and find ways to invest in rural communities in our area and across Wisconsin.

We wouldn’t be able to find solutions without dedicated people working on these issues at local levels of government and at Buffalo and Trempealeau County Emergency Management. We are very fortunate to have competent and committed people fighting for us, and through their diligent efforts, these officials have provided accurate details about the current situation and cost, and they are providing guidance about how to proceed. I know their efforts and advocacy have helped our community get the resources we need.
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