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Chris Danou’s Capitol Report
Taxpayers Should Not Pay for Private Schools
I take great pride in public schools and I am proud to advocate for them in Madison. Public education is the cornerstone of our economy and civic engagement, and they also serve as the heart and center of our rural communities. Unfortunately, public education is receiving less from the state and it has been increasingly more difficult to secure necessary resources.

Currently, there are highly-paid lobbying groups that not only funnel taxpayer dollars away from public schools, but they also are politically involved during campaign cycles. They spend countless dollars targeting state lawmakers who advocate for public schools and are opposed to using public money for private schools. 

I want to be very clear; I am not against private schools. I know many people from our community and other parts of Wisconsin who value and cherish the private school their children attend. They have good reason to be proud of the school and the education that is provided. However, I firmly believe taxpayers and public money should go toward public causes and not toward a private school subsidy. 

That is why it is highly disturbing to me that high-paid lobbyists keep coming back to the Capitol year after year asking for more taxpayer money for private schools. What’s even more disturbing is that they continue to get more money from the Governor and the Republican majorities in the Assembly and Senate. These schools (most of which are in Milwaukee and Racine) and their teachers do not have to adhere to the same rigorous standards as public schools. Many of them are newly-started schools with no performance history or performance standards.

Because of the highly-paid lobbyists in the school voucher cartel, taxpayer spending on private schools is growing every year. We are paying $15 million more than last school year for a total of $245 million. Enrollment in private schools in Racine, which is paid for by you and me, rose 19 percent this school year. Statewide, enrollment in private schools on the taxpayer dime rose 21 percent.

On Election Day this year, school districts across the state have referendum questions on the ballot to ask their citizens for more money to simply maintain operations, pay teachers and build necessary projects. I understand that many people will vote against these referenda because they cannot afford a property tax increase, but the blame does not fall to the school district. We must recognize there are fewer dollars coming from the state for public education and that wealthy lobbyists are cozy with the Republican majority. Time and time again, these special interests find new ways to siphon taxpayer dollars away from public schools, and it is time to stop this kind of activity.

Historically and traditionally, private schools do not ask the government for a taxpayer handout. It is the highly-paid lobbyists who ask for a public-financed handout and are given this taxpayer money from their Republican friends in the legislature. It is an exchange that hurts our rural schools and our democracy; the lobbyists and special interests help Republicans get elected and then they get what they want during the budget cycle and legislative session. 

As your state representative, my highest priority is to turn things around. Public education is so important and the next generation deserves the best opportunities to properly prepare them for the future. If we truly want fairness and equal opportunity, we need to stop using public tax dollars to fund private schools.
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