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Chris Danou’s Capitol Report
Transportation Funding Woes Continue in Governor’s Budget
It is no secret that Wisconsin’s roads are in bad shape and there is plenty of data backing it up. Our aging infrastructure is falling apart every year and yet the path toward a real solution today keeps being put off until tomorrow.
One of the major issues we face with fixing our roads and building new projects is a lack of funding. There are many contributing factors that have led to this, such as having more fuel efficient cars on the roads, raiding the transportation budget to pay for other things, eliminating indexing of the gas tax and relying too heavily on vehicle registration fees. The truth is leaders from both sides of the political aisle can take some responsibility for years of avoiding necessary decisions. However, decisions made during the past five years of complete Republican control of state government are not only very financially irresponsible, but they are also extremely short-sighted.
We know Wisconsin faces nearly a $1 billion budget shortfall with many major projects underway, not even including all of the other necessary maintenance for smaller projects across the state. Obviously, the money needs to come from somewhere, but the most recent solution brought forward by the Governor continues to kick the can down the road.

The Governor recently announced a plan that calls for $500 million in borrowing and cutting $447 million by delaying many major projects. In other words, we will put more transportation funding on the credit card and make drivers go through extended periods of dealing with road construction. Borrowing needed money and delaying major projects simply is not the answer.

Republican lawmakers and legislative leaders have made it clear that they disagree with the Governor on his latest proposal. In a joint statement, leaders in the Assembly said, “this budget request falls short of addressing the long-term funding crisis in our transportation budget. It is a political solution, not a real solution.” The leaders included Assembly Speaker Robin Vos (R-Rochester), Majority Leader Jim Steineke (R-Kaukauna), Assistant Majority Leader Dan Knodl (R-West Bend) and Rep. John Nygren (R-Marinette), co-chairman of the Legislature’s budget-writing committee. I could not agree with them more.
The Governor has said he feels he is doing the right thing because his budget request does not raise the gas tax or vehicle registration fees. He also said he kept his promise to limit borrowing, which is lower than previous years during his administration, but it is still a staggering amount. Yes, the Governor can use these talking points, but part of being an elected leader and governing is making difficult decisions today to ensure a better tomorrow. This is yet another example of the Governor making decisions that only make for good politics and talking points.

It is time for the Governor to start thinking about the next generation instead of focusing on the next election. We cannot afford to continue borrowing and putting road funding on the credit card or delaying major projects because we can only kick the can down the road for so long before we run out of road.
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