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Chris Danou’s Capitol Report
Duck Hunting Season is Underway
The Packers, Badgers and high school football seasons are in full swing, leaves are starting to change colors and signs of fall are all around us. Like many people in the district and across Wisconsin, I know I really look forward to this time of year for many reasons, but there is one reason that just might trump everything else.
This past Saturday, October 1, my favorite hunting season began. With another year of duck hunting officially underway, I want to encourage people to get out in the southern and Mississippi zones. We are really fortunate to have access to unique duck and waterfowl hunting opportunities, and it’s one of the things that makes western Wisconsin a great place to live and raise a family.  

There are many reasons I really enjoy this time of year, but I especially look forward to the time I get to spend with my sons. We have come to really enjoy the crisp days of the fall with a northwest wind blowing across our favorite Mississippi backwaters. We are thrilled each time we see a flock of mallards, wings cupped, and dropping into the decoys. There really is nothing like it, and now our family dog Ranger gets to be part of the action as well. 
It is perhaps an understatement to say we have a proud waterfowl hunting tradition in Wisconsin. As shown through the efforts of groups like Ducks Unlimited and the Wisconsin Waterfowl Association, the Wisconsin waterfowl hunter is dedicated and very involved in conservation, and contributes time and money to waterfowl management and habitat restoration. It is this belief and guiding mission that not only gives us the chance to participate today, but it also ensures that future generations have the same hunting opportunities tomorrow.
Here are some important dates on the migratory and waterfowl hunting calendar for 2016:

Canada Geese: 

•
North Exterior Zone: September 16 – December 16.

•
South Exterior Zone: September 16 – October 9 & October 15 – December 21. Season is closed October 10 – October 14.

•
Mississippi River Subzone: October 1 – 7 & October 15 – January 5, 2017. Season is closed October 8 – October 14.  

•
Horicon Zone Period 1: September 16 – October 27.

•
Horicon Zone Period 2: October 28 – December 16.

Snow/blue geese, Ross’ geese, other geese and Brant White-fronted: 

•
Horicon Zone: September 16 – December 16.

•
North Exterior Zone: September 16 – December 16.

•
South Exterior Zone: September 16 – October 9 & October 15 – December 21. Season is closed October 10 – 14.

•
Mississippi River Subzone: October 1 – October 7 & October 15 – January 5, 2017. Season is closed October 8 – October 14.

White-fronted geese:

•
Horicon Zone: September 20 – December 16.

•
North Exterior Zone: September 20 – December 16.

•
South Exterior Zone: September 20 – October 6 & October 12 – December 21. Season is closed October 7 – 11.

•
Mississippi River Subzone: September 25 – 29 & October 12 – January 2, 2014. Season is closed September 30 – October 11.

Wild Ducks:
•
Northern Zone: September 24 – November 22.
•
Southern Zone: October 1 – October 9 & October 15 - December 4. Season is closed October 7 – 11.

•
Mississippi River Zone: October 1 – October 7 & October 15 – December 6. 

Mergansers, coot and moorhen, sora and Virginia rail and snipe (statewide):

•
Same as wild ducks in the zone in which you hunt.

Wood Cock:

 •
September 24 – November 7.


     Mourning Dove:

 •
September 1 – November 29.

For more information related to this topic, I would encourage you to visit the DNR’s webpage http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/hunt/waterfowl.html. I hope you get a chance to get out this season, whether you hunt waterfowl or any other type of game in our community. I look forward to seeing some of you at the boat landings and welcome invitations to hunt together!
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