
 

 

Chris Danou’s Capitol Report 
The Spread of CWD Must Be Contained 

 
Even though the 2016 nine‐day deer hunting season is still more than six months away, the current state of the deer herd 
in Wisconsin is receiving a lot of attention these days.  
 
This attention began after  results  from a  recent  report by  the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources  (DNR)  that 
shows  troubling  information  regarding Chronic Wasting Disease  (CWD) among Wisconsin’s deer herd. The  information 
detailed in the report has raised serious concerns and has opened discussion among lawmakers, scientists and the deer 
hunting community regarding CWD. 
  
The DNR’s 2015 report shows that 9.4% of the deer tested were infected with CWD, which is the highest percentage since 
CWD was first detected in 2002. Not only are the 2015 numbers a 50% increase of infection from 2014, but they are also 
particularly concerning because 2015 was the year in which the fewest number of deer were tested since CWD was first 
detected almost 14 years ago. 
 
With the lowest number of deer being tested and yet we are seeing the highest rate of infection, it’s clear the prevalence 
of CWD  is  rapidly  increasing  in Wisconsin. This  is very  troubling, especially when considering more  than half of our 72 
counties have been affected.  
 
For now, CWD is more prevalent in the southwestern and south central Wisconsin, but it’s becoming a statewide problem 
due  to  the  rapid  spread  and  increased  detection  in  other  counties. While  CWD  is  spreading  in Wisconsin,  its  rate  of 
detection is much lower in other states like Illinois and Michigan.  
 
Like Wisconsin,  Illinois first detected CWD in 2002, but today has a 1.2% affected rate among its deer herd. They have 
been  more  aggressive  in  combating  CWD  in  ways  that  include  using  sharpshooters  to  reduce  the  deer  densities  in 
detected areas. Michigan is following Illinois’ lead in an effort to lower the percentage of deer impacted by CWD in 2015. 
 
Wisconsin was  initially aggressive when CWD was first detected, but basically gave up the fight under the belief that  it 
can’t be eradicated. This laissez‐faire approach clearly isn’t working so we need to be more aggressive in our approach to 
combat CWD. 
 
Last week, Rep. Nick Milroy (D‐South Range) and I sent a letter to the Governor asking for more urgent action to combat 
CWD in Wisconsin. As avid sportsmen, this is a personal issue for us, but we also recognize deer hunting has around a $1 
billion economic impact and appreciate that it’s a proud part of our heritage and culture. It’s important to take action and 
make difficult or possibly politically unpopular decisions today so we have quality deer hunting opportunities tomorrow. 
  
Along with sharing those concerns, we also asked the Governor to work with the DNR to develop a comprehensive plan 
to address this troubling trend. We feel that without a real acknowledgment of the rapid increase in CWD that has been 
revealed over the last eight years, and especially with the 2015 numbers in mind, we fear that the scope of this issue will 
continue to worsen and possibly reach every corner of the state. 
 



In response to our letter, the Governor’s office reached out to Rep. Milroy and I and scheduled a time for us to meet with 
his Chief of Staff this week. Although we don’t see just one solution to combating CWD, we are glad to initiate bipartisan 
conversation regarding what is really a nonpartisan issue. We look forward to an open and honest dialogue that focuses 
on key facts and transcends politics and pointing fingers.  
 
Deer hunting  is an  important part of our economy, culture and state  identity so  it’s  important to not only address and 
acknowledge our CWD problem, but also to work in collaboration toward real solutions. We need to be thinking about 
the next generation of hunters and not the next round of elections. 
 
I will provide a recap and follow up from our meeting in my column next week. Please don’t hesitate to contact my office 
with any questions or ideas, or even just to share your personal story and concerns regarding CWD in Wisconsin.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 


