[image: image1.png]STATE REPRESENTATIVE

CHRIS DANOU

WISCONSIN STATE ASSEMBLY 92nd DISTRICT






Chris Danou’s Capitol Report

Celebrate Our Dairy Heritage and Industry this Month
The dairy industry in Wisconsin employs thousands of people, contributes billions to our economy and is an integral part of our cultural heritage. After all, there’s a reason it says “America’s Dairyland” on our license plates and people sport cheeseheads while watching the Packers play at Lambeau Field.
Aside from having cheese on our heads, Wisconsin also makes some of the finest cheeses with some of the best milk. Just this past March, a cheese made at a plant based in Monroe was recognized as the best in the world. For more information and details about the award winning cheese, please visit: http://www.rothcheese.com/cheese/grand-cru/#grand-cru-original. This definitely a proud moment for us and our dairy industry.
Just how big is the dairy industry in Wisconsin? According to Americasdairyland.com, it’s so important that it means more to our state than citrus does for Florida and potatoes do for Idaho. In 2015, the dairy industry had a $43.4 billion economic impact, which is almost half of our entire $88.3 billion agricultural industry. While the dairy industry produces many noteworthy products, it’s our milk and cheese production that are the two main drivers of our dairy economic engine.
Indeed, 2015 was a great year for milk and cheese production in Wisconsin. Our state produced more cheese than any other state in the country, with a total of 3.04 billion pounds. In fact, if the State of Wisconsin was ranked at a global level, our state would be fourth in the world in cheese production behind the United States, France and Germany. Aside from leading the nation in American and cheddar production, Wisconsin also ranked first in pounds of provolone, parmesan, romano, brick and muenster, feta and limburger produced. Wisconsin also ranked second in mozzarella and Hispanic varieties, and as we all know, you can find just about any kind of specialty cheese in our state as well.

As the State Representative from the 92nd Assembly District, I’m proud to represent dairy farmers and workers in Buffalo, Trempealeau and the western half of Jackson County. Representing such a large geographic region provides me with the opportunity to really get out and see what each community has to offer, including annual events, festivals, parades and county dairy breakfasts. Not that we need a reason to celebrate dairy in Wisconsin, but every June communities across the state celebrate National Dairy Month. 
Originally started in 1937 as National Milk Month in an effort to encourage people to drink milk, it’s now recognized as National Dairy Month to include the whole dairy industry. Even though Dairy Month wasn’t designated specifically for Wisconsin, it sometimes seems like it was made for us to celebrate and highlight our nationally leading dairy industry. Each June, we have the chance to celebrate our pride and achievements in the dairy industry, as well as bring the people from our community together on the farm. 
Our county dairy breakfasts are something my family and I look forward to every year. These are large-scale events that take months of planning and preparation by the host family, and is a great time for our community to come together and recognize our dairy industry. We are so fortunate our community has people who are willing to open up their farm to the public for this annual celebration. This weekend, dairy breakfasts will be celebrated across the state, including one in Jackson County. It will be held on Saturday, June 4th at the former Taylor High School. I hope to see you there!
Buffalo and Trempealeau counties will also have their annual dairy breakfasts this month. The Trempealeau County dairy breakfast will take place on Saturday, June 11th at the Halderson Farm in Galesville and the Buffalo County dairy breakfast will be held on Saturday, June 25th at Heike Farms in Mondovi. For more details on these events and other county dairy breakfasts in our area and across the state, please visit http://www.dairydaysofsummer.com/farmbreakfast-home.html. 
June is a special time to celebrate our dairy industry and heritage in western Wisconsin. I encourage you to show your support for the dairy industry in our community by attending at least one dairy breakfast this month!
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