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Chris Danou’s Capitol Report

Bipartisanship is Key When Dealing with Law Enforcement Issues
It’s been a very difficult week for law enforcement and people in communities across the country. The tragic deaths of citizens and police officers show that we still have a long way to go in making sure everyone is safe in their day-to-day lives.
The many issues facing law enforcement and citizens today are complex, but the best way to make improvements is through collaboration, finding common ground and working together. This means Democratic and Republican leaders need to put politics aside and do the things that make our communities safer, and better places to work, live and raise a family.
Last week, I was proud to welcome Wisconsin Attorney General Brad Schimel to Buffalo County for a law enforcement roundtable that focused on issues facing rural areas in our community and state. We were joined by other officials from the Buffalo County Board, Buffalo County Sheriff Department, local municipalities, and state agencies like the Department of Justice, Division of Criminal Investigation and public health officials. 

The roundtable was a great first step and conversation starter. It gave stakeholders the chance to be in the same room, get to know each other and build coalitions with other agencies and departments. Though there are many issues to discuss and address, our focus of conversation were on topics we are experiencing in rural areas that included opiate addiction, prescription drug abuse, Treatment Alternative and Diversion (TAD) programs and access to mental health treatment. With the divisive nature of federal and state politics today, it was really refreshing to put politics aside and have a productive conversation with many entities to address issues facing our community.

One interesting point of discussion centered on collaborating with the State of Minnesota to help people in border communities like Alma and my hometown of Trempealeau. Working with our neighbors west of the Mississippi River makes sense and it is a forward-thinking approach that can help make a difference, either in the form of TAD programs or access to mental health care. 

Opiate and prescription drug abuse, and mental health issues aren’t unique to one state or the other, and they don’t stay within state lines, let alone municipal or county jurisdictions. During our discussion, it became clear that we can work together through a common sense approach to address and combat these issues, and I look forward to continuing this conversation.  

We need to think beyond local, county, state and even party lines if we truly want to improve people’s lives. When I ran for the Assembly in 2008, I promised to work in a bipartisan way to address important issues facing our community and state. Based on our productive roundtable last week, I’m optimistic we will be bipartisan in our approach to address opiate addiction, prescription drug abuse and mental health issues in our community and state.
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