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More mental health funding needed for schools, Evers says  
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WAUKESHA — After multiple threats to high schools across the state of Wisconsin this week, 

including an officerinvolved shooting at Waukesha South High School, Gov. Tony Evers is 

reaffirming his commitment to working towards more funding for mental health service in 

schools. 

"We need mental health services period, not just to help children find more appropriate ways to 

deal with their emotions and their traumas, but we need money for the many, many kids that are 

going to be in the position of the students from Waukesha South or Oshkosh West. Those are just 

the tip of the iceberg," Evers said. 

In an interview with The Freeman on Wednesday, Evers said he has been reaching out to 

officials of the school districts that have been affected by threats this week and from his 

observations, all of the training and improvements done in the School District of Waukesha for 

school safety have paid off. SDW was one of several school districts that received School Safety 

Grants from the state for both school building improvements and mental health training. 

"I think they did everything they can and certainly the officer acted in a very professional and 

appropriate way," Evers said. "Even with all the training it takes time to recover from that 

(event) and part of that system is also helping people deal with it and the schools deal with it 

after. From everything I see, it’s going according to the way it should." 

He said while he is not in the position to decide for school districts whether school resource 

officers are right for them, it was clear in this case that the South High School SRO did a great 

job. 

Evers said he has always been concerned the state would not go beyond making schools 

physically more safe and while it’s a step in the right direction, more work can still be done. 

"I’m very confident we will be able to increase our resources for schools on the issue of mental 

health. We just need more resources. I’m sure (SDW Superintendent) Todd (Gray) will tell me 

that and the superintendent in Oshkosh has told me that," Evers said. 
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He added that as both a parent and a grandparent, he understands how Wisconsinites can feel a 

little uneasy with the events of the last several days. 

However, Evers championed keeping open communication pathways between parents and 

students on issues of school safety and threats. 

"Just continue to talk with them about these issues and not bury them. When kids come home 

and there’s obviously going to be concerns because of what happened in school, they have to 

have their kids open up to them about this," Evers said. 

Bipartisan support 

Addressing the mental and emotional health of our students is something that both Democratic 

and Republican lawmakers are getting behind. 

Rep. Scott Allen, R-Waukesha, said while the state did increase spending on mental health in 

schools in the current budget — funding was doubled from $3.25 million to about $6 million — 

another increase may be needed in future budgets. 

"The reality is teenagers in particular need someone to talk to to understand things that are 

happening in their world," Allen said. 

He said that in his opinion, a mix of students having early start times for school and spending 

more and more time using electronic devices has been the perfect storm in exacerbating any 

possible mental health issues. 

Allen said when it comes to investing in mental health resources, preventing possible health 

issues instead of just focusing on curing them. 

He said we need to go back to the drawing board to re-examine our expectations of students. 

"Right now we’re expecting them to stay up until 10, 12 o’clock at night while doing homework 

and watching programs on their smartphones and not getting to bed until 1 o’clock in the 

morning. But then we expect them to be ready and able to go to school at 7 or 8 o’clock the next 

morning. A teenage body needs nine hours of sleep and we’re not affording them that," Allen 

said. 

Rep. Barb Dittrich, R-Oconomowoc, said she is proud of the actions of the state Assembly in 

making progress on bipartisan legislation addressing mental health. 



She cited a recent bill promoting the safe surrender of a firearm for those in a mental health 

crisis, which was passed Nov. 7. 

"Additionally, we must realize that there are no shortcuts to relationships with our kids. We need 

to dedicate ourselves to teaching our children emotional resiliency and positive conflict 

resolution at home and beyond. Schools are doing their part. Government is doing its part. Each 

of us needs to work as a team member to be a part of the overall solution," Dittrich said in a 

statement. 

 

 

 


