
2018 LegisLative Update

HEALTH CARE & FAMILY: 
ANTI-OPIOID ABUSE MEASURES

Wisconsin has been battling opioid abuse, and this term, I 
co-authored legislation which focused on further criminal and 
civil reforms. These reforms help families, students, and school 
administrators by complimenting drug treatment and 
emergency protocols.

 • Act 34 expanded the involuntary commitment program
    to allow for the involuntary commitment of a person who
        suffers from drug addiction, not just alcohol addiction.  
 • Act 29 allows a trained, authorized school official to 
         administer emergency doses of opioid antagonists to 
         students.

 • Act 33 expanded the “911 Good Samaritan Law” 
         to allow limited immunity to individuals who call 911
         to report a drug overdose, or who administer a 
         controlled substance to stop an overdose.  

 • Act 30 creates a recovery charter school pilot program
         that provides added support based on the student’s 
         needs, to continue education during or after attending a
         drug treatment program.  
 • Act 25 prohibits schedule V controlled substances 
         which contain codeine from being dispensed without a
         prescription.  
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E-Updates
I send out E-Updates to my constituents in the 97th 
Assembly District to keep them informed regarding 
what is happening in Madison. If you would like to 
stay informed, please go to RepAllen.com.

Phone: (608) 266-8580
Toll Free: (888) 534-0097

Rep.Allen@Legis.Wisconsin.Gov

Facebook.com/AllenforWisconsin

RepAllen.com
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A NEW WAY TO LISTEN
Studies have shown that the fear of public speaking is even 
greater than the fear of death! Town-hall style meetings can 
be intimidating, and some folks feel uncomfortable 
speaking in front of their neighbors. This gave me the idea 
for a new format, so I created “Coffee with Scott” and 
“Beer with Scott.” These are pre-scheduled, one-on-one, 
ten-minute meetings with constituents at a local coffee shop 
or pub. This new format is a success. Every meeting was 
a productive interaction and helped constituents feel more 
at ease discussing their concerns about state government. 
Watch for more “Coffees with Scott” opportunities in the 
future. You can always contact me to share your thoughts 
and ideas or to address challenges that you may be having 
with state government.

Your open lines of communication are 
helping to inform your constituents 
about what is happening in our state 
government, and how we can become 
involved. This is so refreshing!
    – Kay, Waukesha 

Thank you for taking the time 
to write a wonderful note to me. 
    – Dan, Waukesha 

“ “

“

“

I am thankful for your approachability and 
responsiveness. It is very clear to me that you 
care about your constituents.         
– Bryan, Waukesha 

““
Our children are too important to ignore this crisis.

Saving average 
student $6,000 
over 4 years

Tuition 
Freeze
Tuition 
Freeze

Coffee with Scott

Visiting with students at Heyer Elementary



WEST WAUKESHA BYPASS
Sometimes government gets it right, especially when we bring 
state, county, city, and town officials together for a major 
project. However, one thing we learned this year is that good 
government can be obstructed by more government.
Waukesha County, the Department of Transportation (DOT), 
the City of Waukesha and the Town of Waukesha worked 
together to fix an unsafe road, County Trunk Highway TT, 
between Highway 18 and County Highway D. This project, 
unique in tying together governments and funding, began 
construction earlier this year and included an at-grade 
railroad crossing. 

 
Unfortunately, a state commissioner believed the plan to be 
unsafe based on the projected amount of rail and road traffic 
in 2037. He ordered the DOT to build a road bridge over 
the rail road. This would add approximately $7 million to the 
project and put the project at risk due to the timeframe and 
budgetary constraints of the memorandum of understanding. 
There may be a happy ending for taxpayers and local users 
of that road. The DOT and the railroad have agreed to alter 
plans to address the commissioner’s concerns while avoiding 
an expensive bridge. As this letter goes to press, the parties 
have a couple more weeks to submit a proposal. I hope they 
are able to submit a plan acceptable to the railroad 
commission. My office stands ready to assist in whatever 
manner possible.
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The Founders knew that an informed citizenry was key to protecting the principles of the Constitution.        
– Representative Allen on the Budget Transparency Act“

“

13.9%

7.7%

32.8%

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: 
FOXCONN 
Risk is inherent in business, and much of the debate we 
heard last fall revolved around the risk of investing 
$3 billion over the next 15 years. The reality of our 
economy is that Wisconsin competes against other states 
and foreign nations for jobs. Bringing Foxconn to 
Wisconsin is a risk worth taking in light of competition and 
potential for impacting our state economy. This will have a 
transformational effect for Wisconsin from the 
introduction of new technology and advanced 
manufacturing processes. Manufacturing this technology 
will lead to expanded growth and opportunity. The facility 
will be built in Mount Pleasant, Wisconsin - less than an 
hour away from Waukesha - providing new employment 
opportunities and potential business ventures for 
constituents of the 97th district. If you want your business 
to connect with the Foxconn supply chain, or supply chains 
for other industries, visit my website at repallen.com.

ETHICS & TRANSPARENCY
Too often, politicians get caught up in the bureaucracy and 
being an “insider” such that transparency and ethics become 
secondary considerations. Last spring, I introduced a proposal 
which would give citizens and legislators time to contemplate 
budget items before a vote. The Budget Transparency Act 
requires that finance committee proposals be made public at 
least 48 hours prior to consideration or a vote. Motions 
pending before the Joint Committee on Finance would be 
posted on the State Fiscal Bureau website. Wisconsin has 
a reputation for open and transparent government, and we 
should strive to keep it. 

This simple, good-government bill empowers legislators on 
both sides of the aisle as well as taxpayers to consider the 
impact of policy and fiscal matters. The proposal is crafted to 
ensure the committee can accomplish its work in the public 
view. As chair of the Committee on Constitution and Ethics, I 
plan to hold an informational hearing on Government 
Transparency in February.

WAUKESHA WATER
Water quality in Waukesha has been a looming local issue 
for some time. Several years ago, local officials realized 
Waukesha needed to seek a supplemental source of water, 
and the City requested a diversion from Lake Michigan.  
The organization governing the request was the Great 
Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Council. 
Unfortunately, while the proposed area matched State law, 
it did not align with Federal law. The Council approved 
Waukesha’s application, but only in certain areas: the City 
of Waukesha, Town of Waukesha islands, and small areas 
of Pewaukee that are serviced by the City. 

Last year I authored a bill which made minor substantive 
changes to state law that now more accurately reflect the 
role of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water 
Resources Council. The bill passed the legislature on a 
bipartisan vote, and become law on August 2nd as 2017 
Wisconsin Act 38. City of Waukesha officials recently 
announced they would be contracting with the City of 
Milwaukee for a safe supply of drinking water for several 
decades. It was an honor working in cooperation with state 
and local officials to solve this problem.
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