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COMMITTEE WILL CONSIDER RESTRUCTURING OF UW SYSTEM 

 

     Representative Steve Doyle (D-Onalaska) has been appointed to a Special Task Force 

on UW Restructuring and Operational Facilities.  The Committee was created during the 

State Budget discussions when a proposal to separate the UW-Madison from the UW 

System was deleted.  The Committee will be given the task of determining whether there 

is a need to change the UW System and, if so, to make recommendations as to a new 

governance structure. 

 

     “I am very pleased to be named to this important committee, and to become a voice 

for Western Wisconsin in this debate,” said Doyle.  The Committee is comprised of 17 

members appointed by the Governor and the Legislative Leaders.  The Committee will 

include public and business leaders and one member of the public will serve as 

Chairperson. 

  

          The University of Wisconsin System is one of the largest systems of public higher 

education in the country, serving more than 182,000 students each year and employing more 

than 32,000 faculty and staff statewide.  The UW-System includes 13 four year universities, 

13 two year campuses and a statewide UW Extension. 

 

     If the Committee determines that there is a need to make changes to the current 

system, they must offer recommendations.  The first consideration will be how to 

transition employees between systems, and how pay plans for System employees should 

be determined in the future.  They will also need to decide if tuition flexibility can be 

extended to the UW System and what role the Legislature should have in establishing 

tuition rates.  Finally, the Committee will review how transfer of credits between the UW 

institutions can be improved. 

 

     “In this time of rapidly evolving challenges to the UW System, we need to provide 

flexibility to allow the University to manage their operations more efficiently and 

effectively,” said Doyle.  The Special Task Force will be directed to submit a report to 

the Legislature by January 1, 2012.   
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