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States Move
To Keep Guns

From Fugitives |

By Zusia Exsnson

AUSTIN, Texas—Dakon Bioe-
sche was wanted for felony as-
yault i tho Houston avea, bul
he was able to bay an AR5
style rifie al a gun store here
this summeér and take it to a
popular aty park

Tha purchase was legal be-
cawse if took place in the same
state where he was charged
with & crime. Had Mr. Broe-
sche crossed state lines to by
the [rearm, he would have
heen demred.

The Federal background
check system can flag only fu-
gitives wivo cross state limes,
according (o a Juctice Depart-
ment rubng three years ago
that reversed a policy dating
e wihen the Federal Burean of
Imvestigation began eonduct:
ing instant background
checks in 1098, Since the
change, the number of gun
purchases denied to fugitives
has plorumeted, to 5,754 last
year from 24,502 in 2018, ac-
cording 1o the FBI

Mow, with recent mass
shootings increasing conoern
ahout guns falling into the
wiong hands, lawmakers in
Tewas and Wisconsin are pro-
posing bills that would block
figitives who dont omss siate
Tines from buying firearms.
They would join three stales
with histories of stronger gun
resmlations thai already have
such prohfbitions: Califiormia,
Massachiserts and Osegon, ac
cording to an anzlysis by the
Giffords Law Center to Prevent
Gun Visdence.
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few gun-control measures hive
passed in recent years, the bill
18 eing spotsored by both Re-
publicans apd Democrats, “No-
bady wants these fugitives to
hawe afeest to weapons, It
doesnt matter wihether you
e a T¥ o an R et 0 your
name” sand Liza Subeck, a
Democratic State representate
who 15 eo-sponsoring the bill.
In Texas, oie of the most
firearm-[rignidly states in the
country, gan-rights anad gum-
control advocates agree that
selling gums Lo people who are
evading arrest for violent
erimas {8 a problem, bat they
disagree on the sofution. Gina
Hinojosa, a Democratic state
representative from Austin,
suid she is planning to ntro-
duce o il blocking fugitve man
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Mike Cox, who heads the
powerful Tegas State Riffe As-
sociation, said the problem
shoadld be fived by the federal
pvernmeni, nol states

The FEI denied gun sales to
people running from the law o
mde or outside of thewr state
i the ineeption of its Na-
tiomal Insiant Crimimal Back-
ground Check System 21 years
sgo. But behind the scenes was
& lomg-rumning debate between
the FE and the Burean of Aleo-
hiod, Tobacon, Firearms and Ex-
plosives, which enforces gun
laws, over who counted as a fu-
gitive, according to a 2016 re-
port by the Jostice Doepart-
ment’s lnspector general.

T ATF argued for the
definition from a 19505 gun

control lave=—"any persan who
har Flad frrom are Shate Tn
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sale at o Houston store, Bills in Texas and Wisconsin would widen

avoid prosscution,” scoonding
to the report. In 2008, the
agencies asked the Justice De-
partment t settle the score,
bt there was no decision for
nearly a decade

"The reasen Bt lingered
around for vears is becande
eyen the most opinionated -
tornevs realized how nidice-
lons" basing gun demsals on
vihether a person crosses state
bines would sound to most of
fhe pulbilic, said Stephen Morrs,
& retired assistant FEI director
who oversaw the background-
check sertion.

Following pressure by the in-
spertur general's office Lo setile
the dispute, the Justice Depan-
ment sided with the norrower
definition after the 2016 elos-
tion before President Tromp
inok officie. The dopartment: im-
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plemented the rule under the
naw adtmindsteation, writing in
& memo that “the mere exis-
tence of an ourstanding war-
rant” isp't enough to stop
someoné from buying a gun.
An average of 16000 fugi-
tives every yedr were denked
firearm purchases under the
broader definition beteeen
2008 and 2016, sccording bo
the FEL In the past two years,
that has dropped to 6,000
Thres weeks after & judge 18-
sued the warrant for his arrest
for allepedly threwtenng to stab
a farly member, M, Broesche,
23 years old, went o pick up a
Ruger AR-556 rifle that he had
purchased online al Centyal
Texas Gun Works in Austin,
On Ang. 14, a 911 caller re-
ported that Mr. Broesche was
walking with the AR-15 and a
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restrictions on gun sades to Fugithves. .

large knife toward & party of
children at Pease Park in Aus-
tin. When police officers ar-
rivid, they fiound Mr. Broesche
armed with a handgun and a
knife. His rifle. mounted on a
hipod with a scope, was on &
nearby tyail “1 made a huge
mistake,® he told the officers.
according to n pelice affidavit.

Two attorneys for Mr. Broe-
sche, corrently in custody in
Anstin, deciingd to comment

On a call the next month
with the FB1, Michael Cargill,
the owner of Cemiral Texas Gom
Works, asked hove My, Broesche
coubd have passed Lhe chick at
the time with a febomy warrant
ok tor his arvest.

=We don't make Lhe Laws; we
just enforce them,” the FEI rep-
resentative replied, according
o a recording of the call,
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