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Congressional Thoughts and Prayers Aren’t Working – We Need Action on Gun Violence

Representative Terese Berceau (D – Madison) released the following statement regarding the mass murder in Orlando, Florida:

“Once again, after an unspeakable tragedy, we heard from Congressional leaders that their thoughts and prayers are with the victims and their families.  We will hear about terrorism.   We will hear about mental illness.  There will be deafening silence, however, about the third part of the equation, the ease with which people in our country can get weapons of mass destruction, like the AR-15.

“I am sick at heart over the deaths of 49 innocent people and injuries to 53 more. And I am disgusted that we will again tolerate this national disgrace by doing nothing but thinking and praying.  

“A quote from Upton Sinclair perfectly encapsulates our obscene situation regarding any serious discussion of the role of assault weapons in these tragedies: ‘It is difficult to get a man to understand something, when his salary depends upon his not understanding it.’  This is why we cannot expect action from Congress on weapons of mass destruction like the AR-15.  Gun sales climb sharply after every mass shooting, gun manufacturers funnel money to the NRA, which in turn uses that money to block common-sense gun safety legislation in Congress.  Congressional salaries depend on inaction.

“We can talk about terrorism, but ISIS sympathizers can buy all the firearms and ammunition they want in our country.  The Orlando shooter was questioned multiple times by the FBI.  His ex-wife said she was a victim of his domestic abuse and that he was mentally ill.  His co-workers raised alarms about his bigotry and homophobia.  Yet he was legally able to purchase an AR-15 rifle, the same weapon used in the massacres in Newtown, Aurora, and San Bernardino.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“The only thing more powerful than money to political leaders is the vote.  It is beyond time for voters to make restrictions on the purchase of assault weapons a litmus test for their support.  Nothing will change until Congressional salaries depend on it.”

# # #

77th Assembly District
Room 104 North
State Capitol
Madison, WI  53702

image1.png
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

TERESE BERCEAU

WISCONSIN STATE ASSEMBLY 76TH DISTRICT

State Capitol, Post Office Box 8952, Madison, WI 53708  (608) 266-3784  FAX: (608) 282-3676
E-mail: rep.berceau@legis.wi.gov ® Web page: //www.terese.org
Legislative Hotline: 1-888-362-9472

&3
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




image2.png




