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Republicans Giveth and Republicans Taketh Away


State Representative Terese Berceau today issued the following statement regarding Senate passage of Senate Bill 295, a bill that authorizes online voter registration in our state but gets rid of Special Registration Deputies (SRDs):

“I applaud the Senate for finally joining 30 other states that already allow their citizens the ease, convenience, and security of registering to vote electronically.  I worked on this bill for ten years in concert with the Government Accountability Board, and I am glad to see our state move forward.

“Online registration is great for voters and state and local governments alike.  It saves thousands of dollars in data entry costs, dramatically improves the accuracy of our election records, and encourages voter participation across all age groups and political affiliations. I am sorry Republicans chose to couple a good government process with another harmful voter suppression measure.

“Unfortunately, the Republicans were not willing to support my clean bill with online registration only, but crafted a new bill with the poison pill of eliminating SRDs.  For this reason all my fellow Democrats and I who initially signed on withdrew our support for SB 295.

“SRD’s are particularly valuable in helping people who are confused by the process or don’t have a government-issued driver’s license or ID or internet access and therefore cannot register to vote online.  This move will disproportionately affect students, the elderly, low-income people, and minority populations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
“Special Registration Deputies, like volunteers from the League of Women Voters and other community groups, have been an important part of the democratic process.  They register people at farmer’s markets, community gatherings, and at the doors of people who are housebound.  Unfortunately Republicans in our state have put into place measure after measure to make voting more difficult for too many people. This is another sad day for Wisconsin.”
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