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Dear Neighbors,

I truly love my job. I love helping constituents navigate the system. I love my district 
because so many people are engaged, involved, and doing their part for the common 
good in our community. 

Yet in our Capitol there is an effort to usher in a new Regressive Era. This session has 
been challenging, with countless attacks on several long-standing foundations of our 
state:

•   Attempting to gut the open records 
law that allows people to keep tabs 
on their government

•   Trying to eliminate the WI Idea and 
hamstringing the UW System—the 
economic engine that drives our 
entire state

•   Eviscerating our century-old civil 
service law that keeps politics out of 
state hiring 

•   Neutering our non-partisan ethics 
and elections watchdog agency and 
replacing it with commissions made 
up of partisan appointees

•   Getting rid of tools to  
investigate and prosecute  
political corruption

•   Eliminating the transparency in 
campaign financing that allows 
us to know who is trying to 
influence our elections

•   Firing DNR scientists because 
their climate-change research 
contradicted the administration’s 
agenda

•   Continuing to restrict the ability 
of citizens to vote

Republicans appear to have a particular animus toward the Madison area. They’ve put 
forth proposals to eliminate the ability of Dane County, and only Dane County, to have 
a say in development in townships and enforce water quality standards. They added a 
provision to the budget that would have prohibited Dane County from requiring addi-
tional insurance in the case of an oil pipeline spill. They tried to take away Madison’s 
authority over zoning for the Hill Farms redevelopment project. Their attempts to 
micromanage the types of research conducted at UW–Madison also threaten to derail 
the burgeoning private-sector bioscience industry centered in Dane County, which is 
responsible for 36,000 jobs and $27 billion in annual economic impact statewide.

My constituents aren’t asking for these policies, and I doubt many people in Republican 
districts are either. We should be working on education and training, job development, 
making college affordable, family leave, and policies to expand economic opportunity 
and deal with genuine problems.

Early this session, Assembly Democrats put forward our “15 for 2015” Economic Oppor-
tunity agenda to create good-paying jobs, connect workers with available positions, 
increase wages, and make us more competitive in a global economy. Our “Bring Back 
the Middle Class” package would boost retirement security and provide relief from high 
child-care costs and student debt. These are ideas that have broad public support, and 
they deserve to have bipartisan support in the legislature as well.

If your household received 
duplicate copies of my 
newsletter, please contact 
my office so we can  
update our records.
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WISCONSIN—OPEN FOR CORRUPTION
The same week Oscar Mayer announced it was closing its 
Madison plant and eliminating over 1000 jobs in our com-
munity, the legislature was in extraordinary session. Did we 
address our dismal rankings for private-sector job growth 
(37th in the nation), new business start-ups (last in the 
country), or our shrinking middle class (more than any other 
state)? Nope.

Republicans called us into session to allow unlimited, secret 
money from shadowy outside interest groups to influence 
our elections, neuter our watchdog non-partisan ethics and 
elections agency, and eliminate John Doe investigations into 
criminal political activity. This troika of bills threatens the 
very foundation of our democracy—clean and transparent 
government.

Gutting campaign finance laws requiring disclosure of polit-
ical contributions makes it more likely corruption will occur. 
Getting rid of the Government Accountability Board makes it 
less likely that corruption will be discovered. Abolishing John 
Doe investigations means corruption won’t be prosecuted.

No constituent has ever asked me for more misleading and 
negative TV ads, robo calls, and mailings before elections. But 
that’s exactly what is now in store for all of us.

I think voters have the right to know who is trying to buy our 
elections. We can’t know which politicians are in the pockets 
of which special interest groups if campaign spending is kept 
secret. I voted against the Republican bills and introduced 
legislation to shine a bright light on campaign spending.

MY BILL …
•   Requires disclosure during the 60 days before elec-

tions, and applies it to express and issue advocacy

•    Extends disclosure to include e-mail, social media, 
and mass texting

•    Reinstates the yearly limit on the amount a person 
can give to a political party or campaign committee

•    Repeals the loophole allowing unlimited political 
donations to candidates in recallsMelissa Sargent, Lisa Subeck, and Terese meet with  

Congressman Mark Pocan.

2015–2017 BUDGET — WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM

Wisconsin obtains revenue
from five main sources:

General Purpose 
Revenue – money 
collected from state 

taxpayers from the sales tax, individual 
and corporate income taxes, excise 
taxes on alcohol and cigarettes, utility 
taxes, and insurance taxes.

 Federal Revenue 
– money from the federal 
government for a specific 
purpose.

45.0%

29.0%

Program Revenue 
– money collected from 
user charges such as license 

or inspection fees and tuition.

Segregated Revenue 
– money designated for a 
specific fund other than the 

general fund. The most common example 
is that motor fuel taxes go to the 
Transportation Fund.

Bond Revenue – money 
the state receives from 
selling bonds to finance 

state building and highway projects and 
acquire land. This is borrowed money 
and generally has to be paid back with 
interest.

14.9%

10.2%

0.9%
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I sincerely value your opinions 
and comments on issues 
regarding state policy. Please 
take a few moments to fill out this 
survey and send it back to me. 
If more than one person in your 
household would like to fill out 
the survey, please use different 
color inks.You can also e-mail 
your survey responses to me at 
Rep.Berceau@legis.wisconsin.gov  
If you would like to receive a 
copy of the survey results, please 
include your e-mail address.

1.  In your opinion, what is the one most 
important issue facing the University 
of Wisconsin?

  Decreased state financial support

   Developing new technology and 
industries to expand the universi-
ty’s economic impact in the state

   Making tuition affordable for 
Wisconsin families

  Recruiting qualified faculty

   Producing an educated, skilled 
workforce

   Micromanagement by the  
legislature

2.  Currently, people with concealed 
carry permits can have concealed 
weapons on public university and 
technical college campuses, but 
may be prohibited from carrying 
weapons inside buildings. Should this 
ban be eliminated?

 Yes     No     Undecided

3.  Under current law, all 17-year-
olds are treated as adults for 
any alleged crimes. Each year in 
Wisconsin, about 30,000 17-year-
olds are arrested—98% for 
minor offenses. Legislation has 
been offered to return non-violent 
17-year-olds to the juvenile court 
system. Violent offenders would 
still be sent to adult court. Do you 
support this proposal?

 Yes     No     Undecided

4.  Should WI legalize the sale of raw 
milk?

 Yes     No     Undecided

5.  Do you support a law requiring 
disclosure of all contributions to 
political candidates?

 Yes     No     Undecided

6.  When someone gets a driver’s 
license or state ID at the DMV, 
should he or she also be automati-
cally registered to vote?

 Yes     No     Undecided

7.  The 2015–2017 Republican 
budget eliminated all state funding 
for state parks. Do you support 
allowing the parks to sell naming 
rights or operate lodging facilities 
to generate revenue?

 Yes     No     Undecided

8.  Which statement most closely 
represents your opinion about 
abortion and the law?

   Abortion should remain legal.

   Abortion should be illegal 
except for cases of rape or 
incest, or if the woman’s health 
is in danger.

   Abortion should be illegal 
unless the woman’s life is in 
danger.

   All abortions should be illegal.

   Undecided

9.  Do you support a Republican pro-
posal to raise the early retirement 
age for participants in the WI 
Retirement System from 55 to 57?

 Yes     No     Undecided

10.  How should WI pay for its trans-
portation projects? (Select as many 
as you wish.)

   Increase the gas tax

   Implement toll roads

   Raise the vehicle registration 
fee

   Scale back highway projects

   Institute a special fee for 
fuel-efficient vehicles

   Increase registration fees for 
heavy trucks

   Transfer more money from the 
general fund to transportation

   Borrow more money

   Other __________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

11.  Under current law, WRS uses the 
three highest years of earnings to 
calculate retirement benefits. Do 
you support a Republican proposal 
to change that to five years?

 Yes     No     Undecided

12.  In terms of your values, which five 
areas should be priorities for the 
state?

   Public K–12 schools

   Private/religious voucher 
schools

   UW System/Technical college 
system

   Shared revenue to local  
governments

   Environment and natural 
resources

   Transparent government and 
campaigns

   Economic development/job 
creation

   Building/expanding highways

   Road maintenance

   Lower taxes

   Health and social services

   Corrections/court system

   Other __________________

________________________

________________________

   None

13.  What one source do you use to get 
most of your news and information?

   Newspapers

   Television—regular networks

   Television—cable stations

   Radio

   Internet

   Social media

   Other __________________

________________________

NEWSLETTER SURVEY
QUESTIONS – 2016 See reverse side for folding and mailing instructions

REPBULICAN POLICIES THREATEN TO STALL STATE’S ECONOMIC ENGINE
A strong, vibrant University of Wisconsin System is critical to 
the future of the entire state. Shortsighted Republican actions 
jeopardize this engine of economic activity and endanger the 
value of a UW education.

UW–Madison’s economic impact is $15 billion. It supports 
193,000 jobs, generates almost $350 million in tax revenue, and 
produces $4.5 billion in business for private companies. Our 
flagship campus garners about $1 billion in federal research 
money. It is the only university, public or private, to be in the 
top five for research spending in each of the last 25 years. It 
ranked sixth in the world in the number of patents issued to 
universities in 2013. A NorthStar study indicated for every tax 
dollar spent on UW–Madison, there is $24 of state economic 
activity.

UW’s hard-earned reputation as a world class university system 
is at risk. Since 2011, Republicans cut hundreds of millions 
of dollars from its budget, tried to eliminate the Wisconsin 
Idea, abolished statutory protections for tenure and shared 
governance, and are attempting to micromanage the research 
conducted. Academics across the country and even around the 
world are aware of the contentious political climate affecting 
the UW.

It’s deplorable we now spend more state money on our prison 
system than our university system. Since the early 1970s when I 
was in school, state support for the UW System declined by more 
than half, on a percentage basis. It’s now under 19% of the total 
UW budget. That puts us in danger of not really having a public 
university system anymore.

We simply aren’t investing in the 
future. Both the percentage of 
state residents who have earned 
four-year college degrees and 
per capita income are below the 
national average. Three quar-
ters of new UW graduates leave 
school in debt, owing an average 

of $30,650. Democratic bills to address the student loan crisis 
are ignored.

It is vitally important that faculty, staff, and the entire commu-
nity are all actively engaged in supporting the university system. 
We need to hold elected officials statewide accountable, as we 
have 26 two- and four-year campuses all across the state. The 
stakes are simply too high to let political pressure keep us on 
the sidelines.

KICKING THE TRANSPORTATION CAN DOWN THE ROAD
We spend over $2.8 billion annually on transportation. Most of 
that money comes from the gas tax, vehicle registration fees, 
federal funding, and borrowing. But the segregated transporta-
tion fund isn’t self-sufficient. Over the next decade, we will be 
short $15.3 billion if we use current funding methods to main-
tain current service levels and road conditions.

Former Governor Doyle was roundly criticized for using trans-
portation money for other pressing state priorities, such as K–12 
education. We’ve paid that money back and then some. During 
the past fourteen years, we’ve 
transferred about $565 million 
from the general fund (income, 
sales, and corporate taxes  
that usually support schools,  
corrections, shared revenue to 
local governments, etc.) to  
transportation. 

This spring the governor proposed 
borrowing $1.3 billion for trans-
portation. The legislature scaled that back to $850 million. 
Half will be repaid with money from the transportation fund, 
and half from the general fund. Over 20% of all transportation 
fund revenues go to pay interest on the money we’ve borrowed, 
almost double the amount ten years ago.

Even with all that borrowing and spending, our roads are 
deteriorating. A study from the Local Government of Wisconsin 
Institute ranked our roads third worst in the entire country. 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) says almost 40% 
of state highways are in poor or mediocre condition. DOT is 
delaying five major road projects, including Verona Road here 
in Madison.

REMEMBER – VOTER ID NEEDED FOR 2016 ELECTIONS
Starting with elections this year, most voters at the polls will 
need to show a photo ID, such as:

•   A WI driver’s license (valid even if driving 
privileges have been revoked or suspended)

•  A WI state ID card from the DOT

•   A state ID card or driver’s license without a 
photo issued under the religious exemption

•   A military ID card issued by a U.S.  
uniformed service

•  A U.S. passport

The address on your ID doesn’t have to be current. The name 
on your ID doesn’t need to be an exact match for your name in 
the poll book.

How to obtain a state ID card from DOT:

Bring proof of name, date of birth, identity, citizenship, and 
Wisconsin residency to a DMV office.

If you don’t have a birth certificate, there is 
an alternate process to get a state ID. Call 
the DMV at (608) 266-1069 for more infor-
mation.

UW–Madison student IDs are not valid photo IDs for voting. 
Any student who doesn’t already have a WI driver’s license or ID 
from DOT can obtain a separate voter ID card by bringing his or 
her existing Wiscard student ID to the Wiscard office in Union 
South.

You can find more details online at Bringit.wisconsin.gov

Please share with your friends, family, and neighbors!

Terese and her colleagues learn about 
cutting edge research and treatments  
at UW Health.

UW–Madison Day at the Capitol. Cub Scout Troop 120 had a great time 
visiting the Capitol.

Why are we so strapped? The gas tax isn’t bringing in as much 
money as it used to. It hasn’t increased since 2006 when we 
eliminated indexing for inflation. (A five-cent per gallon hike 
would generate $160 million annually.) Vehicles are much more 
fuel efficient. Our population is aging and older people tend 
to drive less. Millennials also aren’t driving as much as young 
people in previous generations. 

Toll roads are relatively popular, but would require a change in 
federal law and have significant overhead costs. Our $75 vehicle 

registration fee is low compared to many 
other states.

One fully loaded tractor-trailer does as 
much pavement damage as 9600 passenger 
cars. Yet the highest truck registration in 
Wisconsin is only 34 times higher than 
the automobile fee. Thus people who drive 
light cars and trucks subsidize the trucking 
industry.

We need a reliable transportation system, but we can’t afford  
every project on DOT’s wish list. DOT focuses too much on 
highways and cars to the detriment of other types of transit, and 
seems to prefer new construction over maintaining the roads we 
already have. Legislative Republicans killed existing Regional 
Transportation Authorities around the state that helped com-
munities develop transit options, and prohibited new ones.

We have to decide what type of transportation system we need 
and how to pay for it. I support a Legislative Audit Bureau review 
of all aspects of the DOT, including funding sources, validity 
of traffic estimates, building vs. maintenance, and whether we 
truly need so many major highway projects.


