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Rep. Shankland: Large Cuts, Small Victories for UW-Stevens Point 

 

MADISON – Today, the Joint Finance Committee announced their plan for the UW System budget, 

which includes large cuts and small victories for UW-Stevens Point. In response, Rep. Katrina Shankland 

(D-Stevens Point) released the following statement:  

 

“As a strong supporter of higher education, I am proud to be a champion of UW-Stevens Point. I have 

been fighting for UW-Stevens Point students, faculty, and staff throughout the budget process. 

Because this budget is so destructive to our state and our UW System, I am pleased to have secured 

some positive steps for our campus, and I thank community members for their strong advocacy efforts.” 

 

The 2015-2017 budget will:  

 

• Allow UW-Stevens Point to implement a differential tuition program 

• Preserve UW-Stevens Point’s Northern Aquaculture Demonstration Facility (NADF) and provide 

$100,000 in additional funding for an aquaculture specialist   

• Provide $124,400 to UW-Stevens Point’s paper science program 

• Restore the Wisconsin Center for Environmental Education (WCEE) in state statutes 

 

“I also strongly advocated for the Wisconsin Institute for Sustainable Technology and the Wisconsin 

Environmental Education Board, and am disappointed that Republicans voted to cut these vital 

programs,” said Rep. Shankland. “WIST and WEEB make significant contributions to higher education, 

workforce development, and innovative advancements in industry and technology, and deserve to be 

included in the budget. I’ll continue fighting for these programs and for UW-Stevens Point.” 

 

“In addition, I am adamantly opposed to the $250 million cut to the UW System, as well as the radical 

upheaval of our shared governance and tenure protections,” said Rep. Shankland. “Students, faculty, 

and staff voices matter to our universities, and they deserve to be treated so in state statute.”  
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