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Rep. Shankland Introduces Legislation to Open Government Up to the People 

 

MADISON – Days after Republicans on the Joint Finance Committee (JFC) passed new and 

unprecedented restrictions on public access to government records, they were forced to backtrack on 

their position due to outcry from citizens and media outlets across the state. However, many 

important questions about this proposal remain unanswered.  

 

Yesterday, Rep. Katrina Shankland (D-Stevens Point) announced a bill with the goal of preventing 

future last-minute abuses of the budget process. This bill would require that all non-fiscal policy items 

identified by the non-partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau (LFB) be referred to standing committees in 

each house of the legislature. They would be required to hold a public hearing and an executive session 

on each item, allowing for public input on each policy item inserted into the budget and allowing 

standing committees to voice their approval or disapproval. 

 

“What Republicans did in the Joint Finance Committee last week was an affront to our democracy, and 

Democrats are ready with a solution,” said Rep. Shankland. “The people of Wisconsin demand clean, 

transparent, and accountable government. Our legislation will open up government to the people by 

forcing legislators to hold public hearings and votes on any non-fiscal policy item they insert into the 

budget.”  

 

“My bill will ensure that last-minute legislation – like ideas as egregious as rolling back open records 

laws – receives the public input and scrutiny it deserves. I hope to see bipartisan support for this 

critical legislation to improve the budget process and ensure our government truly works for the 

people,” continued Rep. Shankland.  

 

In recent years, open records requests have helped shed light on everything from potential corruption 

at Governor Walker’s jobs agency to criminal activity that led to the convictions of six of the governor’s 

former aides, as well as the revelation that major mining company donors essentially re-wrote large 

sections of Wisconsin’s environmental laws. 
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