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Assembly Democrats Call for Extraordinary Session on Creating Jobs,  

Bringing Back the Middle Class 

  

MADISON – Today Assembly Democratic legislators called on Republican leaders to convene an 

extraordinary session focused on creating jobs and rebuilding Wisconsin’s middle class. In light of 

recent mass layoffs and with Wisconsin's middle class shrinking more than any other state in the 

nation, it is critical that the legislature take immediate action to help address this jobs crisis. 

  

In November, Republican leaders convened an extraordinary session focused not on jobs for Wisconsin 

families but on protecting their own jobs by eliminating Wisconsin’s nonpartisan government 

watchdog, allowing more money in politics and enabling more corporate influence over state 

government with less disclosure. 

  

“During their most recent extraordinary session, Republicans were more worried about protecting 

their own jobs than helping to create jobs,” Assembly Democratic Leader Peter Barca (D-Kenosha) said. 

“With Wisconsin on pace to double last year’s layoff totals – while also facing lagging job growth, a 

shrinking middle class and a state jobs agency plagued by scandal and mismanagement – it is 

imperative that we convene an extraordinary session focused squarely on growing jobs.” 

  

Earlier this year, Assembly Democrats put forward “15 Bills for 2015,” an Economic Opportunity 

Agenda designed to help create good-paying jobs, connect workers with available jobs and increase 

wages. The bills Democrats put forward would invest in small businesses and help grow well-paying 

jobs, increase the state minimum wage, expand rural broadband access, fully restore the Earned 

Income Tax Credit for low-income working families and emphasize keeping jobs here rather than 

shipping them overseas. 

  

In addition, Democrats have introduced a “Bring Back the Middle Class” package that includes much-

needed student loan debt relief, more retirement security, earned sick days for workers to care for 

themselves and their loved ones and more affordable childcare opportunities for Wisconsin families. 

  

“As we head into the holidays, Wisconsin families are worried about their jobs and being able to 

put food on the table and presents under the tree for their kids. They want their elected officials to 

recognize their hard work by giving them a fair shot and creating a level playing field,” Assistant 

Democratic Leader Katrina Shankland (D-Stevens Point) said. “Democrats are focused on bringing back 

our middle class and passing meaningful legislation to help grow jobs and strengthen our 

economy. Our ideas have strong support from everyday citizens across Wisconsin, and they deserve 

strong bipartisan support as well.” 



  

By the end of the year, Wisconsin is on pace to lose more than 10,000 jobs in mass layoffs alone, yet 

the state agency tasked with stimulating job creation and effectively working to minimize layoffs – 

Governor Walker’s Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) – has failed in its mission 

amid a revolving door of leadership and numerous scandals, including allegations of “pay to play” and a 

failure to follow state law or even the agency’s own policies. 

  

Democrats have put forward legislation to ensure more transparency and accountability at our state 

jobs agency, including replacing WEDC with a two-pronged, hybrid agency that retains private-sector 

involvement in economic development strategies and puts in place stronger safeguards to prevent 

corruption and cronyism. Democrats are also about to introduce legislation to crack down on economic 

development assistance fraud. 

  

“WEDC is supposed to be investing in our businesses and our workforce yet has failed miserably,” said 

Rep. Andy Jorgensen (D-Milton), Assembly Democratic Caucus Chair. “It is clear that WEDC needs a 

serious overhaul – simply changing the placard on the door won’t do. We cannot afford to keep 

weathering the staggering job losses that have become so routine over this past year with no 

substantive work done to stem losses and create new opportunities.” 
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