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Local Women Receive AAUW Awards 

 
(Tomah, WI) – Three local women received awards last night, Thursday March 8, from the Tomah 
Chapter of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) as part of the organization’s 
observance of Women’s History Month. The Mary E. Wedin Women’s History Month observance is 
held every March by the organization. Local women were recognized for their contributions to 
their communities and women’s history. 
 
The honorees were Monroe County residents: Wendy Patterson, Anna Mae Rudolph, and Nancy 
VanderMeer. 
 
Background Info: 
 
The AAUW is the nation’s leading voice promoting equity and education for women and girls. Since 
their founding in 1881, AAUW members have examined and taken positions on the fundamental issues 
of the day – educational, social, economic, and political. The AAUW’s mission is advancing equity for 
women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 
 
The Tomah Branch of the AAUW was chartered in 1972 as an official branch of the American 
Association of University Women. The branch originally included twenty-seven women from Tomah, 
Kendall, and Camp Douglas. In the years that followed membership has increased and members have 
been involved in variety of efforts, including get-out-the-vote efforts, leadership trainings, education 
support efforts, and charitable causes. 
 
After many years of celebrating Women’s History Month with community celebrations, in 2006 AAUW – 
Tomah Branch began recognizing and honoring local women for their contributions to our communities 
and women’s history. The Mary E. Wedin Women’s History Month observance is held every March in 
Tomah.  (Source: https://tomah-wi.aauw.net/about/history/) 
 
For more information on the honorees and their contributions to their community and women’s 
history, please contact Cindy Zahrte (AAUW-Tomah member and Event Coordinator) at 
CindyZ@tomah.k12.wi.us or AAUWTomah@gmail.com. 

### 

The 70th Assembly District includes portions of Monroe, Jackson, Portage and Wood counties. 
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