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Priorities Demand a “No” Vote on State Funds for Bucks Arena 

 

By Rep. Gary Hebl 

(MADISON) – When it comes to using state taxpayer money, legislators have to prioritize.  

On the heels of a Republican budget that failed to prioritize the health and education of 

Wisconsinites, the majority party introduced legislation to use state taxpayer funds to pay $250 

million toward a new arena for the Milwaukee Bucks.  

Now, I’m a loyal Wisconsin sports fan. I cheer for the Badgers, Packers, Brewers, and Bucks 

through good times and bad. I want the Bucks to stay in Wisconsin. But I could not support this 

plan. I could not support using $250 million in taxpayer dollars to benefit a private, multi-billion 

dollar industry. 

It comes down to priorities.  

As I travel throughout the 46
th

 Assembly District, I have heard again and again that the legislature 

should be prioritizing public schools, higher education, and access to health care in Wisconsin. 

I want the Bucks to stay in Wisconsin. But more importantly, I want good public school teachers to 

stay in Wisconsin. That’s why I have continually opposed the efforts of the majority party to 

diminish public education and siphon money from our public schools for use by unaccountable 

private voucher institutions. 

I want our universities’ talented and renowned professors and researchers to stay in Wisconsin. That 

is why I opposed the latest round of cuts to the University of Wisconsin system. Consider this: the 

majority party and Governor Walker cut the UW System by $250 million. The public price tag for 

this Bucks deal? $250 million. 

I want our promising young workers to stay in Wisconsin. That’s why I have joined my Democratic 

colleagues in calling for sweeping changes to the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation, 

Gov. Walker’s flagship jobs agency which has been mired in controversy after losing millions of 

dollars in unsecured loans without creating jobs. A serious lack of diligence at WEDC has cost 

Wisconsin taxpayers millions, while the jobs Gov. Walker promised have never materialized. 



I want to keep Wisconsin healthy. That’s why I continue to call on Gov. Walker and legislative 

Republicans to do the right thing and accept federal Medicaid funds, which would save our state 

$350 million while insuring up to 80,000 more Wisconsinites. 

I cannot support a plan to bail out billionaires to keep the Bucks in the state while our students, 

teachers, and workers are being forced to look for new opportunities out-of-state due to regressive 

budget cuts.  

I don’t deny that keeping the Bucks in Wisconsin will benefit the regional economy and offer some 

benefit to the state. But I cannot understand how Republican supporters of the Bucks public funding 

plan can voice their support for the plan’s economic impact and in their next breath vow to diminish 

public education and the UW system, both of which are established economic drivers in our state. 

I hope the Bucks stay. But in a time when our legislative majority is dismantling our schools, 

gutting our universities, and deteriorating our job prospects, I found it necessary to vote against a 

proposal to provide a quarter of a billion dollars to a private sports team. 

 

Rep. Gary Hebl represents the 46th Assembly District, which includes the cities of Sun Prairie and 

Stoughton, the village of Cottage Grove, and the townships of Cottage Grove, Dunkirk, Pleasant 

Springs, and Sun Prairie.  

Contact Rep. Hebl with any questions or concerns you may have at (608) 266-7678 or via email at 

Rep.Hebl@legis.wi.gov. 
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